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A. Hekpacosa

Tocsawaemces moeti douepu Jlaoe,
KOmopasi —~ He  MONbKO  BOBPEMS.
8bI0EPHYIA MEHS. U3 IMO20 UYOeCHO20
CHA, He NO0380JU8 e20 3a0blmb, HO U
nooapuia ums Hog8olu pace.

Xouy, umobwl mvl MHOU 20pOULACD.

®aza 1. 3amyck

beronHo-ceppie OymHM B DTakax TEKJIM Pa3MEPEHHO M OMHOO0Opa3Ho. Bcé cormacHo
Pacnopsinky, a Pacnopsiiok, Kak M3BECTHO, HE HAPYIIUTh TAaKOH MeENO0Ybl0, KaK MPHUXOA B
Y4eOnyro CeKiuio HOBEHbKOU, OY/Ib OHA XOTh TPHIKJIBI JIAJKA.

Ona Bomwia B Kjacc, U TyT ke — HacraBHuia emeé naxe He ycrena 3aTSHYTb CBOE
IPUBBIYHOE «YUYEHUKH, XOUYy IpPEJICTaBUTh BaM...» — BCE YCTaBWINCh Ha He€. Tunuunas
MpeJICTaBUTENIbHULIA CBOEH pachl — MEIOBBIE BOJIOCHI, IJ1a3a TAKOTO K€ IIBETa, OJMBKOBAs KOXKa.
Jns uneana, moxkanyi, yepecuyp Kpemnkasi, ogHako J[>kelic He COMHEBAJICs, YTO OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh
MapHel 3TO He OCTAHOBUT OT TOT0, YTOOBI MOTEPATH FOJIOBY. Bripouem, Bce WX MOMBITKU PUBJIEYb
K ceOe BHUMaHUE 3apaHee 0OpedyeHbl Ha IPOBal: HE OpKa Kakas-HuOyb Bcé-taku. He crout naxe
3aMOpPaYUBaATHCS.

— Y4eHuKH, X0y IpeCTaBUuTh BaM...— Hayana HacraBHuna.

JUxelic ene ynepskajcs OT TOro, YToObl 3aKaTUTh I1a3a. Bc€ kak 00bIYHO, CIIOBO B CIIOBO.

OH oTopBajcs OT co3eplLaHus JaJAKd U BHOBb YTKHYJCS B JOKJIaJ, KOTOPBIA eMmy
IIPEJCTOSIIO 3alluuiaTh yepe3 ypok. Peus HactaBHunel Jlxelic ciyman BIOdyXa, HO IVIABHOE
YSICHWJI: BHOBBITPHOBIBIIIYIO 30BYT Cepcy U OHA, YTO JIOTUYHO, OYJET YUUThCS C HUMH.

Yro e, mycThb. Bpsa 1 3T0 Kak-TO MOBIMSAET HA €ro Ku3Hb. TeM Oosiee, YTo J1ajbl peaKo
3a/IEPXKUBAIOTCS B DTaxkax Hajoiro. Eciu ux BooOIIe cro/1a 3aHOCHT.

Ensa HacraBHuna 3akoHYMIIa TPEACTABIATH HOBEHBKYIO, TopXxail, CEpOKOXUH OpK,
0100puTeNnbHO XproKHYI. Cepcu TYT K€ TepeBena B3I B €r0 CTOPOHY: OYIATO CKBO3b HETO
nocMotpena, ei-oory.

«M-1a, BOT KOMY YK TOYHO HUYETO HE CBETUT», — oayman Jxeic.

Cepcu Mex TeM IJIaBHO MMoJouuIa K cBOOOgHOMY MecTy. Ecim Obl He pUTMHUYHOE
MOCTYKMBaHUE KaOJIyKOB, MOYKHO ObLIIO OBl ITOyMaTh, YTO OHA CKOPEE CKOJIb3UJIa 10 MOIYy.

MuKo, OIHOKIACCHUK-IIIOJJOOPK, K KOTOPOMY OHa IOJCENa, €1Ba HE YPOHWII YEIIOCTh Ha
ctoi. Brpouewm, kaxercs, Ha cuety Topxast Obuto Oombiie oukoB: Muko Cepcu He yaocTousia
JIa)Ke B3TJISAI0M.

JIKeicy nuiib OCTaBAIOCh HAJIEATHCS, UTO MOSIBJICHHE JIAIKK HE BHECET MOJIHOTO pasiaja
B UX ¥ 0€3 TOro HeCTpOHBIN KOJIJIeKTHB. He B TOM OHM MUpE KUBYT, 4TOOBI BBISICHATH OTHOILICHHUS
Ipyr ¢ apyrom. Tem Gosee n3-3a I€BYILKH.

V>ke moYTH MecsI MPHUBBIYHBIA PUTM >KM3HM ObUI BCE Tak e CTPOEH U Kpemok. Bor
3axouellb MPHUIpaThCs, a HEe HaWaémb, K yeMy. EciiM 4TO-TO M HpPOMCXOIMIO, TO Kacaiaoch
UCKJTIOUUTENIFHO B3pOCTBIX KHUTeled OTaxeld. YUYEHHKH e, Kak OObIYHO, y4acTBOBAJIU B



Ilepemonuu OrnamieHus Mo yTpaM, a Iocjie — YUWIHCh, 00eqalli, 3aTeM BO3BpAIaINCh B CBOU
Cekuuu, rie 3aHUMaJIACh JOMAIIHUMU J€JIaMH, TOTOBWJIMCH K HOBOMY ITHIO, a M3PEIKa MOTIJIU
MO3BOJIUTh Cce0€ BCTPETUTHCS C JPY3bSIMU — €CIU BCE OOSM3aHHOCTH OBUIM BBIMOJHEHBI U
HaXoJAWiIcs BAPYT TakoH ke 6€33a00THBIN cHaCTIMBYUK.

VY xoro Oputa emé u pabora — te padbortanu. Ognako JIkeiic HE BXOAWI B UX YHCIIO.
TpynoycTpoicTBO HE SBIIATIOCH 00sA3aTENBbHBIM JUIsl OAPOCTKOB B DTa)ax, TaK 4TO POAUTENN
Jlxeiica 31paBo pacCyIUIIH, YTO UX CBIH BIIOJIHE MOXKET MO3BOJIUTH ceO€ ellé OJJMH OTHOCUTEIBHO
0€e33a00THBINA T'OJI.

Boo0mie, kak OH yXe JaBHO 3aMETHJI, Ha TMPOU3BOACTBE JIBepeil — a MMEHHO TaM
TPYAUIIOCH OOJIBIIMHCTBO HaceIeHNUs DTaxel — ObLIM 3aHATHI B OCHOBHOM OpPKH, YTO CaMo 1o cede
CTPaHHO: pedsiTa OHU, KOHEYHO, KPETIKKE, HO BOT MHTEJUIEKTYaJIbHBIX CIOCOOHOCTEHN UM C TPYAOM
XBaTaJO Ha TO, YTOOBI CBA3BIBATH CJIOBA JIPYT C APYroM. A o pabore Tak BOOOIIe HUKTO HUYETO
BHATHO paccKa3aTbh HE MOT, IPUUYEM HE TOJIBKO OPKH, a 1axe, K IpuMepy, poaurenu Jlxelica: Mama
B OTBET HA BCE BOIIPOCHI pa3ipakEHHO Maxajla pyKou u rosopuia «Bcé!», a oren mpocTo Kak
MO’KHO CKOpee MEHsUI IpeIMET pa3roBopa. M Benb He cKka3aTh, YTO YEJIOBEK OH ObLII CKPBITHBINA U
HEOOIMTENbHBIN, OHAKO €/1Ba TeMma Kacaiach JlBepeil MM MX NIPOM3BOJCTBA, TaK CIOBHO
BBIKJIFOYATEIb HEBUAUMBIH IIETKAI.

Takum 06pa3om, 0 MOTEHLUAIBHOM MecTe cBoel Oyaymiel pabotel J[xelic B maTHaALATh
JIeT He 3HaJl MPAKTHYECKH HIUYETro U He MOT JOOUThCS HH(POPMAIMK HU OT OJHOKJIACCHUKOB, HU
oT poaurenei. Jlaxe HactaBHUKHM BMECTO TOro, 4T0ObI OTBEUaTh HAa BOIPOCHI 110 CYIIECTBY (MK
BOOOIIIE XOTh KaK-TO), IEJIajly CTPAILHbIE JIN1IA, BBIITYYUBAJIM I71a3a U HAUMHAIM, KaK 3aBe/IEHHBIE,
TBEPAUTH O HEBEPOSITHOM BAKHOCTH TOM MHUCCHUH, YTO BO3JI0KeHa Ha MactepoB-I1noTHHKOB 1
BCEX, KTO IIOMOT'a€T UM.

«Emgé 6b1, — myman [xeiic. — Bens /[IBepu coenuusior Bce CeKiuu B DTaxax M Jaxke
HEKOTOPBIE MECTA CHAPYIHCU.

Ecnu Obl y Ixelica ObUIO €€ HEMHOTO BPEMEHH JUIsl pa3MbILIUICHUH, TO OH, BEPOSATHO,
npuién Obl K BIBOAY, uTO HacTaBHMKM 1M caMu HE 3HAIOT, YTO MIPOUCXOIUT Ha IIPOU3BOJICTBE —
OTKYZIa K UM, BEYHO CUIAIIUM B YueOHbIX Cekuusx, 3HaTb. A emeé, ckopee BCero, 3aaaics Obl
BOIIPOCOM, Ha KO aTOM €My BBSI3BIBATHCS MOCIIE OKOHYAHUS y4€OBI B JI€NI0, OKPYKEHHOE CTOJIb
HEOJHO3HAYHBIM OPE0JIOM TAWHCTBEHHOCTH U HE JIy4Ille JIU BBIOpaTh Juis ce0sl uTo-HUuOyab Oonee
npoctoe U noHsATHoe. OgHako Pacmopsaok ObUT COCTaBIIEH TakK, YTO BPEMEHU Ha IMOA0OHbBIE
pasnymbs y Jlkeiica He ObUIO, KaK, BIPOUYEM, U XKeJTaHUs YIIIyOIsIThCs B aHAJIU3 OKPYXKAKOIIEro
MUpa U OBITaTbCs OOXUTPUTH CYABbOY, Ka3ajaoch Obl, JaBHO IPEIONPEACIEHHYIO.

Tax JIxeiic u xui, 6e3 0coOBIX pa3MbILIEHHH, Oy1TO ObI BCE TaBHO yXe ObLIO peleHo 3a
Hero — llepemonust Ornamenusi, YuebHas Cekuus, Jomamnsas Cekuust Ne 25. Brnonne cebe
HEII0X0, 0e3 pa3JpaXeHUi U JUIIHUX 3aTpaT SHEPTrUu — JUIb Obl J[Bepu paboTaiu HCIpPaBHO.
Bnpouewm, eciu u cinyyancs cooit, To Macrepa-Hanaguuku (cpeu KOTOPBIX ObLTN TOXKE, II1aBHBIM
00pa3oM, OpKH) OBICTPO YCTPAHSIIM HEMOMAKY.

B uucno Bemieit, He 3anumanmux ym Jxetica, 0pictpo Bonuia u Cepcu. B nepByto Heento
OH emé MOT MHOM pa3 oOpaTUTh Ha He€ BHUMAaHHE: aBOCh BBHIKWHET WJIM CKakeT YTO-HUOYIb
uHTepecHoe? Hu J71st Koro He CeKpeT, uTo Ja/ibl ’KUBYT B OCHOBHOM B CTOJHUIIE, U KTO 5K UX 3HAET,
KaK y HUX BC€ MO KHU3HM ycTpoeHo? Cronuua Juis OOJIBLIIMHCTBA XKHUTeIed DTaxeill — BbIcOTa
Henocsaraemas. Eciu KTo yener — Ha3ajl y’Ke He BO3BPAIlaeTCs.

Bot u 6b110 moHavay Jr000NBITHO HAOMI0AaTh 32 HOBEHBKOM M XKAaTh 4ero-HUOYyb...
HeoObryHOTO. OJHAKO HA TIPAKTUKE JaKe HE OYeHb YMHBIA Topxail ObUT Ky/1a HHTEPECHEE HOBOM
OJTHOKJIACCHHUIIBI, KOTOpas BOOOIIe MOpoil Ka3anach 3aTopMoOxeHHOH. E€ numénneii smouumit
B3I U3pesika 0OBOAMII KJIacC, HU Ha YeM KOHKPETHOM HE OCTAaHAaBIIMBAsCh, U JIaXKe KOIJa OHa
OTBeuasa Ha BoIpockl HacTaBHUKOB — Beceria NpaBUiIbHO, HO HEM3MEHHO PaBHOAYIIHO U CYXO, —
OHa CJIOBHO OBl CMOTpEJa CKBO3b HUX.

I'onoc nagku OAHOKIIACCHUKY CIIBIIAIN TOJIBKO BO BpEMs OTBETOB Ha 3aHATHAX. [locie
YPOKOB OHa Bcerjia yxoauia B cBoto JlomaniHioro Cekiuto (HUKTO, KCTaTH, HE MOT CKa3aTh, KaKyro
MMEHHO), HUKYJ1a HE CBOpaunBasi, HUTJE HE 3a/1eP/KUBAsICh. 32 OTCYTCTBUE KEJTaHUs TOAPYKHUTbCS



C HUMHU JIeBYIITKU NMpUNUChIBaIK Cepcr CHOOM3M, U JJaKe MBI CAMbIX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX FOHOIIIEH
B KOHEYHOM cuére moyrac. Bmpouem, riaymno ObUIO 0XHIATh 4€ro-HUOYIb PYroro — Jaibl
MEePUOJIUYECKH MPUXOJUIN K HUM B KJIACC W PaHbIIC U BCE BEJM €O MPUMEPHO TaKUM >Ke
oOpazom. K Tomy ke HUKTO U3 HUX HUKOIJIa HE OCTaBaJics B DTa)kaxX HAJ0JIr0, Tak YTO y BCEX
OBLITM OCHOBAHUSI 0JIaraTh, 9To ¥ ¢ Cepcu UCTOPHS TOBTOPHUTCS, ¥ TIOTOMY HE CUJIbHO HAOWBAThHCS
K HEH B JIpYy3b4.

JIxelic, HABEpHO, OJHUM W3 IEPBBIX MOHSI, YTO JKAaTh OT JIAJKH IPOSBICHUS TEIUIBIX
YyBCTB HE MPUXOIUTCS, @ TOTOMY MEpecTall )KAaTh 4ero-imoo Boooduie. Oxa3anock, 3T0 JOBOJIBHO
IpOCTO — He oOpalaTh BHUMaHMs Ha JieBylKy. [lyckail naxe cumnatuysysro.

JIvwb oquH pas, yrpoM, Bo BpeMs Llepemonnn Ornamenus, Jxeiic Bcé ke OTCTynuI OT
coei nmosuuuu. B toT nens mectHeie Crpaxu [lopszaka 1o KakMM-TO JIMIIB MM BEIOMBIM
NPUYMHAM PEHIMIIN YCTPOUTH 00X01 B X YuebHoi Cekuuu.

BceMm xutensam Dtaxed uzBecTHO, 4To OTpsiAbl Ctpaxeit Ilopsiaka, ¢ onpenenéHHOM
NEPUOAUYHOCTBIO CMEHSIOLUE APYT ApyTra, NpuoObIBatoT npsMukoM u3 Croaulel. Jla He mpocTo
13 CTOIUIBL: BCE OHU — BBIXOALBI HENOCPEACTBEHHO U3 JM4yHOM Oxpanbl MMmnepaTtopa. A KTo
cayxut B Umneparopckoit Oxpane? Bepno, naasl. CorniacHo XpoHUKaM, 3TO 3aHATHE ObUIO MX
OCHOBHOM 00513aHHOCTBIO, 1 MOHOIIOJIbHOE NpaBo obeperarh Ero BemmuecTBo 3akpenunoch 3a
JalaMy €1Ba JIM HE ¢ CaMOT'0 OTCJIOEHMSI UX T'€HOMa OT 4esioBeueckoro. KTo-To u3 tex 4yauKos,
YTO MPOJOJIKAIN BEPUThH B JpeBHee UCKyccTBO I'ennoit MHxenepuu, naxe yreepxai, Oyaro Obt
Ja]1el OBUTH CTIEIMAIBHO BBIBEICHBI IMEHHO IS 3T0M 1ienu. Bripouem, HactaBHuKM HE 0100psiim
CpeaM YUYEHHKOB IT0I00HBIX CyeBepuil.

Camu xe nazpl HUYETO HE OTPHUIIATIM U HE MOATBEPKIAIM, Ja U BOOOIIE KpailHE Majo
BCTYINAJIU B KOHTAKT C IPEJACTABUTEIAMU Apyrux pac. iMeHHo nostomy JIxelic pemmn Bc€ xe
00epHyThCs 1 OpocuTh B3I Ha Cepcu, CTOSIBILYIO Uepe3 psif 1103aau Hero. IHTepecHo, Kak oHa
OTpearupyer Ha CBOUX?

Berep, rynsBmuii 1o BHYTpEHHEMY JBOpUKY YueOHON Cekuumu, Ize BbICTPOWINCH
LIEpEHIaMH YYEHHMKU U nX HacTaBHUMKH, clerka IIEBEIWJI MEJOBBIE BOJOCHI JIAJKH, a JIULO €€
0CTaBaJIOCh HEMOABIXKHBIM. Kazanoch, oHa BOBCE HE 3aMeyaeT COpPOJUYEH, HECMOTps Ha UX,
IPSIMO CKaXXEM, BBIPA3UTEIIBHBIE KPACHO-30JI0THIE OJEK Ibl, TPOMO3AKHUE IIJIEMBI C TUPJIAHIAMU
M030JIOUYEHHBIX NEPhEB U BHICOKO pasBeBatomuecs Mmmnepatopckue lltannaptsl. Jlume xorga
Crpaxy, BHUMATEJIbHO OIJISABIBABLUIME BCE BOKPYI, HO IPU OTOM HHU €IAUHBIM 3BYKOM HE
MemiaBine xoay LlepemoHuu, roToBbl ObUIM MEPENUTH K ciienyroleMy 0J0Ky ydeHukos, Cepcu
BcE ke cpokycupoBana Ha HuX B3rsA. Ot JDkeiica He ycKonb3HYNO, 4TO oAMH U3 Crpakei
KOPOTKO KMBHYJ Jajke. A oHa... KuBHyJa B orBeTr? Eciu na, To HaCTOJIBKO HEYJIOBHUMO, UTO
Jlxelic cam Obl epes co00it 3a 3TO HE MOPYUHMIICS.

Otpsn nanoB-cTpakel TeMm BpeMeHeM mpomén pganeiie, B3rAn Cepcu CcHOBa
pacoxycupoBaics, a LlepeMoHMs TPOJ0IKATACh CBOUM YEPEOM.

OT0 npouciuiecTBre (€CIM YMECTHO Ha3bIBaTh IPOUCHIECTBHEM OOMEH KUBKaMH, KOTOPOTO,
BO3MOXHO, M HE€ ObUIO) HMKaK HE OTpa3swyioch Ha M3HM JIkelica W ero OJHOKIACCHUKOB.
HactaBuuku OyOHWIM BCE Tak ke CKy4HO, pe0sra HIyTHid Bc€ Tak ke Iiocko, a Cepcu
npojopkana mMomdars. Cioyuyaw, Korja oHa OTBedala Ha 3aHATUAX, He B cuér. Tak Jlxkeiic
MPAKTUYECKH 3a0bLT O TOM, UTO BMECTE C HUMH y4YliIach HOBeHbKas. Kak, Bpodyem, IpakTHUeCKu
BCE BOKPYT.

B onun u3 mocnennux nHew yera (1mo kpaitHei mepe, B ero Jlomamnei Cekiuu ObLTO JIETO,
a KaKk B JIpyrux — oH He 3Han) J[keic Bo3Bpamiajics C 3aHATHH, KakK Jelan OH KaKIbId JIeHb.
Brniepenu yxe mMasuus HEB3pauHbIi MHOTOSTaXHBIN J10M, B KOTOPOM OH JKHJI, — TaM €ro >KJajlu
OCTaTKH BUEPAILIHETO yKNHA, BOPOX JOMAIIHUX 3aJaHUM H...

KTo-TO 51€TKO, HO YBEepeHHO cxBaTwil J[keiica 3a JIOKOTh U MOTSAHYIL.

— IMongém!



®daza 2. Manumanms

— Iotiném!

Hesnakomerit rosoc. 3Hakomerii. Yeld? BMmecto Toro, 4ToOBI OE€3pONOTHO MOIYUHUTHCA,
KakK OH IPUBBIK AenaTh, J>KENC OCTAaHOBUIICS U, CIIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHBIN, IOBEPHYJICS.

[Tozangu Hero crosima Cepcu. lIpsimple BONOCHI UyTh MYIIMJIUCh W CHSUIM Ha COJHIIE,
MIMPOKHE IUIeun pacrpasieHsl d... Ona ynbeiOamack? Cama mo cebe cuUTyalusi HAaCTOJBKO
BBIXOJMJIA 32 PAMKHU MPHUBBIYHBIX MPEJCTaBICHUNA O mupe, uro Jlkeic nuinb, Kak OOJIBaH,
CIIPOCHIIL:

—Yro, npoctu?

— 51 roBopIO, MOIAEM! — TOBTOPHIIA JTaJIKA, TTPOJIOIDKASI IPU 3TOM YIIBIOATHCS.

OH 3az1an camblii, HABEpHOE, YMECTHBIN B JAHHOM CUTYallUH BOIIPOC:

— Iouemy?

— O#, na nagHo tebe! — oTmaxHynack CepcH, CIOBHO Obl €€ jkeaHue MPONTHCH MOcie
ypoKOB ¢ J[xeiicoM OBLITO BITOJIHE B TIOPsIKE Belie. — Pa3Be Hy)KHa Kakas-To ocolast mpuuuHa?

JIxeic y)xe He CONpOTHUBIUICS, Tak 4To Cepcu OTIYCTHIIA €r0 PYKH U TENepb MPOCTO
Iaraua psjioMm.

[{OoK-110K-110K — cTy4aiu 1o acanbTy e€ KaOIyKH.

Jlxelic ornsaen cBoro cnyTtHully. Ha Helt Obl1o sSipKko-cHHEE IJIaThe YyTh BbIIIE KOJIEH U
Ty B TOH Ha BBICOKHX U TOHKUX KaOIyKax, Kaxyluxcs KpaiiHe HeycToiunBbIMU. Heckonbko
(GpUBOJBHBIA Hapsa, ecau yecTHO. He To 4ToOBl 3T0 ObUIO 3alpelieHo, OJHAKO Tak B DTaxax
HUKTO HEe oJieBajics. Bripouem, iajbl Bcerja MOTJIM MO3BOJHUTH cebe HECKOIbKO OoJble, YeM
OCTaJIbHBIE.

«HagsepHo, 3TO Takasi cToauM4Has Moja, — noayman Jxelc. — Xopouo XoTh, YTO OHA Ha
3aHSTHUSA TaK HE XOJIUT.

— Tsl BoOOIIIE 3HACHIB, KTO 51?7 — cripocui oH Cepcu.

- Hy pasymeercs. Tol — Moit ogHokinaccHuk, Jxelic CamnuBad. OTINYHUK, B MPOIIJIOM
yBJEKaJcs maxMaraMu. Hapekanuii mo noseieHuto He umeenib. TBou poautenu, Urnat u Canus,
paboraroTr Mactepamu Ha mpou3BOJACTBE JIBepeil, W ThI, s AyMar, MOWAEIIb TyAa Ke, €CIIH,
KOHEYHO, HE TMOJY4YHIllb HU3KUN Oaii Ha BBIMYCKHBIX dK3aMeHaxX. Brmpouem, 3To Tebe Bpsia Iu
TPO3UT, — J00aBUIIA JajiKa, OyATO OBl yCIIOKauBasl.

JIxelc BBIIOXHYII OT YAUBIICHHUS.

— WcuepnsiBatolile, — TOJIBKO U CMOT CKa3aTh OH.

Cepcu cHOBa yIBIOHYNACh, HA ATOT Pa3 AOBOJILHO CIIEP>KaHHO.

[HoK-110K-1IOK.

— TsI Bc€ mpo Becex 3Haens? — cupocui [xelic.

— Tonbko TO, UTO Ba’KHO, — HEBO3MYTHUMO OoTBeTHIIa CepcH.

«A 4910 BaXHO?» — X0TeN crpocuTh [[xeiic, HO He ctan. KTo ux pa3zdepér, 3TuX J1agoB u
WX TIPUOPUTETHI.

Tem BpeMeHeM OHa TPOAOIIKAIa UITH, BCE MPHUOIIKAACh U MPUOIIIKASACH K BBIXOAY U3
Homamueint Cexuun Jxeiica. HakoHel oH pemmiics 3aJ1aTh IIIaBHbIA BOIIPOC:

- Kyna mbt uném?

— HaBectutsb Koe-koro.

— U1 xoro xe?

Kaxnyro kpynuity nHbOpMaiy MPUXOIWIOCH BEITSITHBATh U3 HEE, CIIOBHO KIICUaMU, U
3TO YK€ HAUMHAJIO Pa3ApakaTh.

— Moto crapyro HacraBHuiry.

— TBoto... koro?! — BrpoueM, 3actaBisiTh Cepcu MOBTOPATH ObUIO OBl Tiaymo. — TBoro
HacraBuwuiry — 31ecs?!



— A uto Takoro? Beab s JOBOJIBHO 0T XKHJIa B DTaXKax.

Bot 310 HOBOCTH! Bripodem, cTonsio pagoBatbCsi, 4YTO Y3HAI O HEM XOTh YTO-TO.

— A s gyman, yto Tl U3 Cronmuibl, — 03By4ms JKeic OOMICTIPUHATYIO BEPCHIO O
npoucxoxaennu Cepcu.

OH TONBKO ceifuac MOHsUI, YTO JaHHOE MPEAINOJIOKEHHE ObLIO Mo (akTy HU Ha 4&M He
ocHoBaHoO. [IpocTo 60IBIIMHCTBO J1a70B MpHe3xanu u3 CTOIUIbL, BOT U €€ OTHECIH K UX YUCITY —
3a KOMITaHHUIO.

— B Cronuue s nposena Jauiib NOCIEIHUE HECKOJIBKO JIET, — MOSICHUJIA Ja/IKa. — A pOJIniIach
U BbIpocna 3aech. M BOT Temepp, Korja poOAUTENW PELIMIM BEPHYTHCS, 5, COOTBETCTBEHHO,
MOCJIEI0Baja 32 HUMH.

— A 4eM 3aHUMAIOTCsl TBOM POAUTENN? — PEIInl TOMHTepecoBaTbes Jlxeiic.

Cepcu He oTBeTuia. J{axke 10KaHbe KaOIyKOB, Ka3aJ0Ch, CTAJIO 3By4aTh MEHEE YBEPEHHO.

— MHe ObI HE XOTEeJOCh. .. 00CYKIaTh 3TO, — HAKOHEI[ CKa3aJjia OHa.

Jlxelic mo>kas rjae4aMu — MOJI, HE XOYelllb — He Oy/IeM.

MosxeT ObITh, €€ ceMbst cBsizaHa ¢ OxpaHoil MimnepaTopa, Uiiu e OHU U3 BBICIIUX YHHOB
Crpaxeii [lopsinka. O Takux Bemax pacupoCTpaHAThCA HE IPUHSATO.

[lepen HUMH BCcTaa BBICOKas cepasi cTeHa 0e3 OKOH C OJJHOW €MHCTBEHHOH JBepbio. E&
MO>KHO ObLIO ObI Ha3BaTh YOOTOii, oiHaKo J[>keic 3Hal, 9YTO 3TO HE MPOCTO ABEPh — 3TO J[Beps, a,
CJIEIOBATENbHO, IPOSBICHUE CAaMbIX BBICOKMX TEXHOJOIHH, HOCTYMHBIX YEJIOBEUECTBY IOCIE
ITanenns.

— Tak TBost HactaBHu1a — ona B apyroi Cexuun? — cpocuit JIxeic.

- Hy na. A uro?

— Jla Tax, Huuero. IIpocro...— noka JIxelc pa3MbILUIsLL, CTOUT JIU TOBOpUTh Cepcu o0 ToM,
YTO OH HE MPUBBIK MOJIb30BaThCA J{BepsimMu 6€3 0co00il HyXIbl, €ro CIIyTHHIIA yKe 00Apo 1marana
K LIEJIH.

L{oK-110K-1IOK.

JIxelcy HUYero He OCTaBaIOCh, KPOME KaK MOCJIE0BaTh 3a HEM.

Jlanka yBepeHHO B3sjach 3a PYy4Ky, MOoTsHyna JIBepb Ha ce0s W CKOJb3HYNIa BHYTPb.
Jxeric — cnegom.

Heckonbko cekyHJ CIycCTs, KOTJIa MPOIUIO JIETKOE TOJOBOKPYXEHHUE, MOYTH BCErIa
BbI3bIBaEMOE NepemenieHueM, Jxeric yzpen Bo Beeit kpace Cekuuto [lepexona.

Ha camom nene, «kpaca» — 3To odueHb rpoMkoe cioBo. Cekius [lepexona npeacrasisiia
co0o0il cepyro U OOIIApPHaHHYIO JIECCTHUYHYIO KIETKY C MOTEPTHIMH U BETXHMH OT BPEMEHH
nepujiiaMu 1 MECTaMU MUT AIOIIMMH JIaMIIaMH, KOTOPBIC, ITOX0XKE, HUKTO U HC JyMaJl YUHUTD. I[Be
JIECTHULIBI C OOMIMMH LIEHTPAIbHBIMH IUIOMIAKAMU COCTUHSIM OeCcYHCIEHHOE MHOYKECTBO
ATaXKEH — MMEHHO MTO3TOMY KOMILJIEKC M TTOJIYYHJI CBOE HAa3BaHUE, — HA KX 10H rutomaake — JIBepsb,
u3peaKa — ABE WU TPH.

DOTaXu HE SBISUTM COOOM €IMHOTO 3/IaHUS B CTAHJAPTHOM CMBICIIE 3TOTO ciioBa. Ecin
MCKaTh aHAJIOTHUIO B XPOHHUKAX, KOMIUIEKC CKOpee HAIOMUHAN BOK3all, 13 KOTOPOTO MOKHO OBLIO
MIONACTh NPAKTUYECKH KyJla YTOJIHO, @ TPAHCIIOPTOM IIpU 3TOM cirykuin J[Bepu. OHU OTKpBIBAIH
JIOCTYT B COBEPILIEHHO pa3HbIe 3/1aHUS U Pa3HbIE MECTA, a HACKOIBKO T€ OBLIN yJaTIEeHBI JPYT OT
npyra reorpaduuecku — [xeiic He 3Han. M3o0petenue J[Bepeli B cBOE BpeMs ciesnaio reorpaduto
HAyKOW COBEPIICHHO HEHYXXHOW pSIOBOMY YUYEHUKY U TPaXIaHUHY — OHA CTalla yJeIoM
MacrepoB-I110THMKOB BBICIIETO paHra U, moxanyu, eme Mmmneparopa.

Jl>xelic 3HaN TOJBKO TO, YTO HE TaK MHOTO OCTajOCh Ha IUIAHETE MECT, MOCTYIHBIX s
YCJIOBCKA. BHpO‘IGM, BUIA KOXKYIIUCCA OECKOHEUYHBIMU JICCTHHULBI, yXOAAIUE HAa COTHU HpOJ'IéTOB
BBEpPX U BHU3 OT T€X HECKOJIbKUX SPYCOB, KOTOpPBIE MPUBBIK MOcemarh Jlkeic, MoBEepuTh B 3TO
OBLTO KpaiftHe TPYIHO.

HaBcrpeuy peGsitam, — mpsMo K Toi JIBepu, W3 KOTOPOW OHH TOJIBKO YTO BBIIIIH, —
JABHUTAJICA YCJIOBECK. Ha YAUBIICHHUE BBICOKHH — HAaBCPHOC, HAIIOJIOBUHY JIald. Oxn OKHHYJI B3TJIA10M
Hapsin Cepcu, HO HHM CIIOBOM, HU JJa)K€ BBIPQKCHHEM IIMIA HE TOKa3aj YIUBJICHHS, a JUIIb



IPOJOIDKIIT UITH, Kyna mén. [TocTynku 1agoB He IpUHATO 00Cyk1aTh. Jlkeiic moCTOpOHUIICS,
MIPOITYCKasl €ro.

Cepcu ke TeM BpeMEHEM MOCIEIIHO 3all0Kala 10 JIECTHUIIE, BEAYIIEH BBEPX.

— A 3aueM MbI, KCTaTH, K HeW uaéM — K TBoeil HactaBauue? — cnpocui Jxeiic, 1orouss
e€. — [Ipocto Tak unu?..

- 51 Xxouy nepenarh e nojgapok, — orseruiia Cepcu.

Tosbko ceiyac [xelc 3aMeTWII y JIaJIKU B pyKe ITaKeT TAaKOI'o K€ LBETA, KaK IUIaThe U
Ty¢uu. CTpaHHO, emé MUHYTY Ha3all eMy Ka3aJloch, UTO B pyKaxX y He€ HUYero He ObLIO.

CropammuBarp, 4TO BHYTPHU, OH HE CTaJl — HE €ro Jeio. XoTs 3a0aBHO, KOHEYHO, YTO eMY
TaK BHE3AIHO MTPUILIOCH COMPOBOXKAATH X0O3MKY CHHETO IAKEeTa B €€ BU3UTE BEKIUBOCTH.

— A naneko?.. — Hauan ObLI0 JXKeiic.

— BoBce Her, - He 1aB eMy 3aKOHYMTb, 0TBeTUIIa Cepceu.

W nelicTBUTENBbHO, HE NPOLUIO U MHUHYTHI, KaK JaJika Yy>K€ CTOJb K€ YBEPEHHO, KaK U
MpeAbIAYIYI0, OTKpbIBaIA /[Beph, pacnooxKeHHYI0 apoi 3Ta)el Bblle. Ta Jerko noaganach —
3TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO B AOCTYIIE UM HE OTKA3aHO, — U IBOE IIEpELIaruyJid nopor.

— CrpanHo, — npotsanya Jlxeiic.

—Yto cTtpanno? — cupocuia Cepcu, 00EpHYBIINCH.

Omna yxe yHecJIach TTOYTH Ha MOJI-YIIUIEI BICPEN, U JaKe «XOIyJIN» €l ObLIN HE MToMeXa.

— Ota Ceklus Tak CHJIBHO TIOX0a Ha MOIO... ToNbKO coniHIe 37ech OyATo OBl XKenrtee, a
nomMa TeMHee. A BCE OCTalIbHOE — MOYTH OJIUH B OJMH.

— W 410 e B 3TOM CTpaHHOT0? — MOMHTEPECOBANACh JIaJIKa, YyTh COABIISIS IIar, 4TOObI
Jlxelic Mor JorHaTh €€.

— Hy, 3Haemb, 1 o11H pa3 ObLT B TOCTAX y CBOETO Apyra, Pas... Tak Tam He Ob110 BOOOIIIE
HUYETro MOoX0ero. HeckoabKo MOBOJIBHO HU3KHUX KPACHBIX JOMOB C TMOKAaTHIMU KpPBIIIAMHU.
CMenHbIMU TaKMMHU, CJIIOBHO 3arHYTHIMU BBEpX K Kparo. Ha crenax y3o0pbl, ApeBHUE, KaKk camo
[Tanenue... Ho, mymaro, uX MOJKpAIIMBAIOT MECTHBIE, & TO 3a CTOJBKO JIET HE OCTAIOCH OBI
Huuero. U nec, senénsiii... K campim 1omam noactymnaer. Kak TaM Jitoau KUBYT, yMa HE PUITOXKY.
JlagHOo emgé opkw. ..

Cepcu TeprenuBO BhICAYIIAjda CaMyl JUIMHHYIO pedb, NMpou3HecEéHHyro Jlkeiicom ¢
MOMEHTA UX «3HAKOMCTBa.

— W 910 ¢ Toro? — crnpocuiia oHa, KOrjia OH 3aKOHYMII.

— S myman, uto noxoxux Jlomamaux Cekiuii He ObIBaeT, — npusHaics Jxefic.

— Pa3nbie ecth, — noxana muedamu Cepcu. — B J[peBHOCTH, KOT/ja CyLIECTBOBAIIN pa3HbIE
roCyJapCTBa, KyJIbTYpbl MHOTHX W3 HUX 3HAUYUTEIHHO OTIMYAIUCH JIPYT OT Apyra. DTUM MOXKHO
00BsCHUTh Hanmuuue Takux Henmoxoxkux Cekmmil. Ho HekoTopble rocynapctBa ObUIM CTONb
OOILIMPHBI, YTO TIIYNO ObUIO OBI TOJIaraTh, 4TO Tocie [lajgeHuss B HUX OCTaHETCs JUIIL OJUH
NPUTOJIHBIN JIs )KU3HU paiioH. Eciam Takue palloOHBbI pacronarajuch CIUIIKOM JAleKo APYT OT
JIpyra, TO OTKPBITb K HHUM JIOCTYI, HUCIOJIb3yS JIMIb OAHY JIBeph, HE MPEACTABIUIOCH
BO3MOKHBIM. Tak 4acTu HEKOrja eAMHOM CTpaHbl CTAHOBWINCH pa3HbIMU CEKLUAMM.

Jxeiicy TMOHamOOMJIOCH HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs, dYTOObI TIEPEBApPHUTHh MOJYYECHHYIO
UH(OPMAILIHIO.

— Berxonur, uto, He Oyap [lagenus, Mol ¢ TBoei HactaBuutiel »uiau Obl B OTHOU cTpaHe?
— 3aKJIFOYMUIT OH.

—~ Hy, ecnu He mpuHMMAaTh BO BHUMaHue TOT ()aKT, YTO 3a MPOIISIIINE THICTUETCTHS
rOCyJapCTBEHHBIE TPAHULIbI MOTJIM MHOKECTBO Pa3 U3MEHUTHCS, U COBEPILIEHHO HEU3BECTHO, KTO
W3 HBIHE JKUBYIIUX TOTJa BOOOIE MOsSBWICA Obl HA CBET, TO Aa, — moaTrBepauna Cepeu. — A ¢
JPYTOM TBOHIM ThI OBbI, BEPOSTHO, W B PA3HBIX CTPaHaX, MPUIEM OUYCHb JAIEKUX IPYT OT Apyra
B KyJBTYPHOM U T€OTpaQUIECKOM CMBICIIE, — T00aBUIa OHA.

VYcnpllaHHOe  Ka3ajJoch YEeM-TO HEBEpOSITHBIM. BoT Kak, OKa3bIBaeTcsi, ObIBaerT.
Hcnempénuplil rpaHuiaMu HEBEAOMBIX rocyaapctB Mup npu Ilagenun Obl1 B MTHOBEHHE OKa



pa3dUT Ha MHOKECTBO KPOXOTHBIX OCKOJKOB. A moToM Bc€ coeqununu JBepu. ['opaszno kpemye,
4yeM OBLIIO paHbIIIe.

«CKOJBKO UX elI€, 3TUX JOCTYITHBIX YeJIOBEeKY MecT? — nogyman Jxeric. — CKOJIbKO BCEro
cymectByeT [[Bepeii? Cronbko ux eme Oyner caenano? MHOTo JIn €CTh KOMIUIEKCOB, TTOTI0OHBIX
DTaxkaM, CKPEIUISIONIUX TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh JIIOASM B 3TOM Mupe, KOTOpbI Mbl CaMU CleJain
BpaxacOHBIM cebe?»

OtBeroB y Hero He Obut0. He 010 1x, ckopee Bcero, U 'y Cepcu. JIolkHO OBITh, TOTBKO
Hmnepatopy U3BECTHBI TAKHE BELTH.

— A BOT ¥ €€ oM, — 00bsIBUIIA JIaJIKa, BeIpbIBas Jlxkeiica U3 pa3ayMuid.

Ona mpoBOPHO IOPKHYJA IMOJA KO3BIPEK MOABE3/Ia, caMoro OJU3KOro K BEpIIHMHE yria
MEXIYy JBYMS CTOSIIIMMHU BIPUTHIK MHOTOKBAPTUPHBIMU JIoMaMu. Ha manemnu, pacmnosiokeHHOU
Ha yépHOW MeTayummueckoi aBepu, Cepcu Hakalla KaKHe-TO KHOIKH Tak ObICTpoO, uTo J[keic He
yCIel 3alIOMHHUTh HU eAMHON UQpEI. V31aB MPOH3UTENBHBINA MTUCK, ABEPh OTKPHLIACH.

CrynuB B npoxJaaHbIi NOMyMpak noabe3naa, Jxeiic enpa nepeBén AbIxaHue, KaK MOHSII,
YTO yCIIeJl OTCTATh OT CITyTHUIII, KOTOPasi, HE TePsisi BPEMEHHU, SHEPrUYHBIM [IaroM MO JHUMAJIACh
no crynenbkam. K MoMeHTy, Korjia oH HarHanu e€, oHa y>ke BbI3Bajia JTu@T.

— WHTepecHo, mouemMy Takue IITYKHM HE YCTaHOBAT B DTaxkax? — ckazan Jlxeic. — OT1o
3HAYUTENBHO YIPOCTHIIO OBI J1eN10.

— 3aTo Toraa He ObLIO ObI Tak MHTEpecHO, — oTBeTUsa Cepcu, BXOAsl B MOJOCIEBIIYIO
KaOuHy.

JIxelic MUIIb MMOXaJl TJICYaMU: OH HE OYeHb NOHMMAJ, YTO MHTEPECHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI
TPATUTh TPETh KU3HU Ha KapaOKaHbe MO JIECTHHUIIAM BBEPX-BHU3.

Jlanka Hakana Ha mudpy neBATh, KabmHa TpoHynack. OHa exaja MEIUICHHO, OJHaKO
npexze, yeM JIxelc ycmen CIpocuTh, 4TO e, COOCTBEHHO, OH JIOJKEH JiejaTh Tereph, Koraa
1eJIb UX MapuIpyTa A0CTUTHYTA, TU(T ocTaHOBUIICS M Cepcu BHICKOYHIIA HAPYXKY.

—~ VYV wmens Oyner mpochba k Tebe, Jlxeiic, - Hayanma oHa, Oyaro Obl OTBeyas Ha
HEBBICKa3aHHBINA Bompoc. — [logoxan MeHs, moxanyiicra, 31ech. S obemaro, 4To He 3aJIepPKYCh
HaJ0JITO.

JIxeric KUBHYII:

— Xopouio...

Cepcu ynbpIOHyach, IO3BOHUIA B JIBEPh, PACIIOIOKEHHYIO CIIEBA, — €l OTKPBLIN TYT XK€,
CJIOBHO 0’KMJIAJIM 3BOHKA y CAMOT0 IOPOra, — U CKpbUIaCh B KBapTUpe npexe, ueM Jxeiic ycnen
YTO-IN00 JTOOABUTE.

®daza 3. 3enénuiil nec

Heckonbko yauBIEHHBINH TakuM MoBOpoToM JIkeiic — kak OyaTo 10 3TOro BcE ObUIO B
MOpsAKE Belleld, — TMPUCIOHWICA CHUHOM K OimkaillieMy KOCSKY, NPUTOTOBHUBIINCH K
JUIMTEJIBHOMY OKHJIaHUIO. /axke B CBOM IIATHAILATH JIET OH YK€ 3HAI: JIEBYIIKHU BCEr1a TOBOPAT,
YTO OHU «HE 3a/epKarca Haxouro». Ha CKONBKO ke 9TO 3aTSHETCS Ha CaMOM JIeNie, He U3BECTHO
naxe camomy Mmmeparopy.

Onnako He ycren JIxelc MoKaleTh O CTOJb JISTKOMBICIICHHO JIaHHOM OOCIHIaHHWH, Kak
JIBEph CHOBA OTBOPWJIACh M M3-3a He€ BbICKONb3HYMa Cepcu — yxe 0e3 makera B pykax. Bcé
MPOU30IIUI0 HACTOJIBKO CTPEMUTEIBHO, uTo JI)KEHC He 3aMeTHJI JIaxe, CTOsIa JIM 3a JIBEPhIO Ta
camas HactaBHHUIIa, KOTOPYIO JIaJKa MPUIILJIA HABECTHUTb.

— Hy uTo, 51 toctaToyHO OBICTPO CripaBMIiIach? — ¢ yabIOKoil cripocuiia Cepcen.



— He to cnoBo, — ynuBinénHo nokayai rojaoBou J[xeric.

— BoT m oTiMuHO, — KMBHYJA JIagKa W, HE TpaTsAd BPEMEHHU JapoM, MOHECIach BHHU3 IO
JIECTHHIIE.

ox-1oK-1I0K.

— Kyma?! — B Hemoymenun okimkHyn e€ JDxkeiic, ykas3piBas Ha JTU(T Tak, CIOBHO
cobeceHHIIAa MOTJIA €70 BUJETh.

— BHU3 51 mpennounTaro cryckaThCsl NEMmKoM! — KpukHyna B oTBeT Cepcu, NOHSIBINIAs BCE
U 0€3 JKECTOB.

Jlenatb HEUero — MPUIILIOCH CKaKaTh MO CTYNEHbKAaM 32 HEH CIIeI0M.
Jornate CepcH y HETO MOJIYYHIIOCH TOJIBKO Ha YITHIIE.

— Tenepp o gomam? — CIIPOCKIT OH.

Jlagka ¢ ”HTEpPECOM MMOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO, JaKe IIar HEMHOTO 3aMeIJIuIa.
— A Tebe Tak xouercs: 1oMou?

JI>xetic OBUT HECKOJIBKO 00ECKYpPaKeH BOIIPOCOM.

—S1... He 3HaI0, — HAKOHEIl TPOTOBOPHII OH.

— Bot u otnuuno, — ynoBieTBopEéHHO 3akioumia Cepcu.

Y3HAaTh, 4TO K€ OTIIMYHOTO B TOM, YTO OH HE YBEpPEH B CBOEM >KEJIaHUH BO3BPAIATHCS B
COOCTBEHHBII oM, J[>Kelc He yCIel: 1ajika CHOBa IPUITYCTHIIA BIIEpE Tak, OyATO y HE€ BHYTpH
OBLIT MOTOPYHK.

B /IBepp JIkeiic BOWIET HECKOJIBKO MO3Ke, 4eM oHa. Korga B riaszax MposSiCHWIOCh, OH
yBuaen, uro Cepcu HE CTOMT PSAJOM, a JKIET €ro Mpos€TOM HUXKE — Ha TOM IUIOLIAJKe, TIe
JIECTHULBI COEIMHSIIUCE.

— On, Jlxeiic! — Becenmo KpuUKHY/na Jaaka. — YTO Thl CKakellb HACUYET €lE OJHOTO
yTE€MIECTBUS?

— O yém TBI?!

Ho Cepcu cHoBa mobexana BHH3, HE yIOCTOMB €ro oTBeToM. [IpemnuyBcTBYst HemobOpoe,
Jlxeiic Opocuiics cieaom.

Ero Jomamuss Cekuuyst HaX0oAWIach BCETO HA JIBA ATaxa HUXKE, OJTHAKO, TOATBEPKIAS €r0
ONACeHMs, JIaJIKa HE CTaJla OCTAaHABIUBATHCA Y HYKHOU J[BepH, a mpoa0IKuia CIycK.

— Kyna te1?! — no3Ban e€ [xelic. — Mue Boobe-To croaal
OTtBeToM eMy ObLT 3aMMBHUCTHIN cMeXx. Cam He 3Has movemy, JIKeic mpo 0 KIIT TOTOHIO.

On Gesxar 3a Hel aTaxeil mecTb, He MeHblle. BecTu TouHbIl cuéT JXeiic He ycneBal, 3aTo
ycIien Bpe3aTbesl B CTaliKy peOsTuiek u3 miaamei Yuebnoit Cekuuu, ¢ MUCKOM OpPOCUBIIUXCS
BPACCHIITHYIO MIPH €ro MPUOINKEHUH, UyTh HE COMTH C HOT' YIPIOMOI0 OpKa B (hopme Mitaamiero



Macrepa-Ilnotauka, kpukHyBumero emy Bcien «Kyaa nmpémbs?!», 1 npuMepHO pa3a udeThIpe
MOXAJIETh O TOM, YTO BOOOIIIE BBSI3AJICS B 3TY CyMAaCHIEIIYIO TOHKY.

Kak nazike yaaBanock fepkath Takoi TeMi (1a emé u Ha kabimykax!) — BOmpoc, JOCTOWHBIN
OTJEJILHOTO MccieqoBaHus. «BeposTHO, CTOUT BBIICHUTH 3TO y Kamuiuibl win emeé y Koro u3
OJIHOKJIACCHHULL, — ogymai Jlxkeiic. — Eciiu, KOHE4YHO, BEIKUBY».

Ha omuoit w3 muomamok Cepcu HakoHel octaHoBWiack. C XUTpOH yIbIOKON OHa
JepKaach 3a pydKy yxe NPHOTKpbITOi JlBepH, u enBa J[kelic mpuOIM3HUICS, BBITAHYB PYKY,
9TOOBI CXBATHUTH €€, — CKPBLIACH 32 HEIO.

JIxeiic, pa3ropssu€HHBIN TOTOHEH, MarHys CJIE0M PaHbIIe, YeM YCIel MOJIyMaTh O TOM,
CTOUT JIM 3TO JETAaTh.

B rnasa ynapun ocienutenbHO sipkuid cBeT. [Ipoxmananblii Berep mpoOexkan mo Koxe, a
IPOH3UTEIBHO CBEXKUI apomar, Ka3ajloch, pucoBai B Mo3ry JIxeiica oOpassl emié 6onee sipkue,
4YeM JI0 9TOTO BPEMEHHO YTPaueHHOE 3pECHHUE.

Korna crnocobHocTh BUETh BepHyJnach, Jlkelic coaporHyncs ot yxaca. Bokpyr — Hu
€IMHOTO 3/aHUs, MMOJ HOraMH — HHM Kycka acanbra, HE OyJIbDKHHMKA, HU Ja)Xe IPOCTO
IIPOTONTAHHOM TPONMHKU. Ero OKpy»ajii OIHU JINIIb BBICOUYEHHBIE U NIPSIMBIE, KaK CIIMHBI J1aJ10B,
MOKPBITBIE MXOM JIepeBbsl (HECOMHEHHO, OY€Hb CTapbl€), MOJ HOraMH TOJCTBIH CIONH TEMHO-
3e71E€HOM JUCTBBI, a rosryboe Hebo 6e3 eqMHOro obsiayka Hajl roJIOBOM HACTOJBKO CBETIIOE, YTO
HanoMuHaJO Tha3a Hanua — mmammeit cectpéaku [xeiica. ['oBopsT, y MaTepu B IETCTBE OBLIH
TOYHO TaKHE K€, HO 3TOro J[>Keic NoATBEPAUT HE MOT.

Ho camoe crpamraoe — mo3aau He Obi10 Oombiie [Bepu!

- Kyna 11 Hac mpuBena?.. — gpoxaimum ronocom cupocui Jhxeiic y Cepceu.

Jlanka crosuia 4yTh I0OAAJIb, 3aKPBIB I1a3a U [10ACTABUB JIUIO JUKOMY OEJIOMY COJIHILY.

— Tyna, Kyaa u xoTena, — CHOKOMHO OTBETWJIA OHA. — BoIHOBAThCA HE O YEM — 51 XOpOLLIO
3Haro 3T0 MecTo. M kak yiHTH OTCI0J1a TOXe 3Hat0, — Jo0aBuia Cepcu, OTKPBIB IJ1a3a U IPOCIIEIUB
HarpaBjeHue B3risaa Jkerica.

OTKpOBEHHO TOBOpS, BEPUIIOCH B 3TO € TPYyAOM: YyX OOJBHO CTpaHHOM OKa3ajach
BHe3anHas crnyrHuna JDxerca. BripoueM, OTCYTCTBHE COMHEHHN B €€ TOJ0CE BCE KE BCEIWIO B
€ro cepAle HEKOTOPYIO HaJEXKIy.

Jlanka TeM BpEMEHEM YK€ OTOIIA OT OLIETICHEHHsS M TBEPABIM ILIaroM yCTpeMuiach B
yanry. Teneps yxe y Jlkeiica He ObUIO BRIOOpA — UTH 32 HEW WIJIM HET, — TaK YTO OH, B3JI0XHYB,
MOIUIEIICA CIIEAOM.

JIOBONIBHO JA0AT0 OHM LUIM Mosya. JlepeBbsi pocinu BCE ryle, U MeCTaMH, YTOOBI
IpO/IpaThcs CKBO3b CIUIETEHHBIE BETBH, MPUXOANIOCH TOMOTaTh cede pykamu. Jxelic kacancs ux
HEXOTS U CTapaJicsl OTIYCTUTh KaK MOXHO OBICTPEE, 32 UTO U MOIJIATUIICS: OJ[HA U3 BETOK OOJIBHO
XJIECTHYJIA €T0 110 JIUILLY.

— A1l — BCKpUKHYJI OH.

Cepcu, He OCTaHaBIMBasACh, 00EPHYNIACh, HO HUYETo He cka3aia. Jkelicy moka3anoch, 4To
OH 3aMETUJI CKOJIb3HYBLIYIO 110 €€ ry0aM TeHb YJIBbIOKH.

Jlagka, B OTJIIMYME OT HEro, TPOraTh JI€peBbs He Oosnack, Aa U cam Jxeiic nmocne ynaapa B
JIMIO CTAJI TOPa3/lo OCTOPOYKHEE, TaK YTO MHIMIECHT HE TOBTOPUIICS.

Ilon HOramu B TaKT 1IaraMm XpycTeNH BETKH U Ccyxue JucThsi. Jlxelc 3amerui, uto Cepen
NepeIBUraeTcss ropaso THIIE, YeM OH — BEpPOSTHO, ACHCTBUTENbHO OblIa TYT HE pa3 u
IPUJIOBYMJIIACH.

[Topotii rie-To BBEpXY, IIYMHO XJIONasi KpbUIbSIMH, C A€PEBa Ha IEPEBO MepeIeTaan CTanKu
HEOOJIBIIMX NTULl — TEMHO-U3YMPYIHBIX, KaKk U Bc€ BOKpYT. Pasrmsaners ux J[xelc ToiakoM He
ycreBall — IOMUMO MPOYEro, MPUXOAUIIOCH TOCTOSHHO CMOTPETH MO/ HOTH, YTOOBI HE YTOJUTH B
SAMKY WIM HE CIIOTKHYTHCS O IOJBEPHYBIUMICS KOPEHb. JTO 3aHATHE HACTOJIBKO IOIJIOIIAIO
MbIciH JIKeiica, 4TO OH JTaXke He 3aJaJICd BOIIPOCOM, €CTh JIM B JIECY IPYTHE KUBOTHBIE, KpOME



OTHIL, — KPYITHBIE U HEJPYKEN00OHO HACTPOCHHBIE IO OTHOIICHHUIO K TOCTSIM. Bripouem, oHO U K
Jy4IIeMy — a TO, ObITh MOXET, COBCEM ObI TOJIOBY MOTEPS OT BOJTHEHUS.

BnesanHo nepeBbs pacCTyNUWINCh, U TOJABKO TYT JIXKEIC MOHSIL, UTO YXKE JI0JAT0€ BpeEMS K
TPECKY BETBEU U rojI0caM NTHUL IPUMEIINBAIICA €€ OJUH 3BYK — IIyM BoAbl. [Ipsimo nipex Humu,
BCEro B METPE BHU3Y y KPYTOro CKJIOHa Oexaiia pexka. Bojpl e€ Obuin 3€E€HBIMU, B TOH 3€MJIE U
Jecy, KOTOpPBIH TOYHO TaK K€ pOC M Ha JPYrom Oepery — BEeIUYEeCTBEHHbIH, JIEBCTBEHHBIN U
COBEPLIECHHO JUKUH.

Cepcu noponuia K caMOMy Kparo M 33JyMUHMBO yCTaBWJach Ha Boay. M mycTe oHa He
JBUTANACh, J[Kelic HyTpoM IMOYyBCTBOBA, YTO OHa coOpaach cenaTh.

— He npeirait Tyna! — B y’kace B3MOJIUAJICS OH.

Jlanka c0BHO TOJIBKO ceifuac ero 3ameTtmia. OHa noBepHyJach K Jkelcy, n yIuBIEHHOE
BbIpaXXEHHE €€ JINIIA TYT *KE CMEHUIIOCH YIIBIOKOH.

— O#, nga TyT coBepieHHO He ormacHo! Cmotpu!

JIxeic pBaHysCs K HEH, 4TOOBI OCTAaHOBHUTH, HO, Kak U Bosne JlBepu, He ycren — Cepcu
czefana mar Brepén U yxHyja BHU3, C TPOMKHM BCILIECKOM YIS 1O BOJY € TOJIOBOM.

Omrapamennsiit J[xeiic HaOm01a 32 TeM, Kak M0 MOBEPXHOCTU BOJIbI PACXOISATCS KPYrd
B TOM MecCTe, I'leé peKa Tojibko 4yTo norjoruna Cepcu. OgHaKoO HE ycCHen OH OINOMHUTBLCS U
yepecuyp UCIyraThCs, KakK JIaJKka BEIHBIPHYJIA — METPaX B JECATH MIpaBee U 3HAYUTENbHO OJIIKE K
CEpEeIMHE PEKH.

— Buaumis?! — kpukHyna oHa, youpas ¢ Julia NPUIMIIIHNE MOKpBIe BoJoCchl. — JlaBait 3a
MHOM! — U TYT 7K€ HbIPHYJIa BHOBb.

«A MOXKeT, IeUCTBUTENBHO?..» — MPOHECIOCH B rojioBe y [[xeiica.

N He ycnen ero BHYTPEHHHUM TOJIOC 3aKpUYaTh YTO €CTh CHJIBI O BO3MOKHOM OIMACHOCTH,
kak Jxeic Toxe chenan mar BOepén v, NoBTopsAs NnyTh Cepcu, YCTPEMUIICS HABCTPEUY PEKE.
CekyHJia — M1 MYTHBIE BOJIbl COMKHYJIMCh HaJl HUM.

Korna npimate crano HeueM, B mepByro cekyHay Jlxeiic momyman, uro 3To koHeu. OH
IUIaBaJl BCErO pasa J(Ba B )KM3HU — MHOT'O JIET Ha3aJ] O]l IPUCMOTPOM OIBITHOTO UHCTPYKTOpa U
B CIICIIHAIIBHO MPHUCIIOCOOJIEHHOM OacceifHe. 37ech ke, B HACTOAIIEH peke ¢ e€ TeUeHUEM u
HYJI€BOM BUIUMOCTBIO, CTAJIO SICHO, HACKOJIBKO O€3YMHBIM MTOCTYIKOM OBIJIO KHAATHCS B BOJLY BOT
tak. K cuacThio, pyku caMu BCIIOMHWJIM HY)KHBIE JIBM)KEHHUS, U OYKBaJIbHO B Mapy MOIIHBIX
rpebkoB Jlxeiicy ynanoch IpeoioyieTh pacCTOSIHUE, OT/AENSBILEE €ro OT HOBEPXHOCTH.

BeiHbIpHYB, /XKEiC 3aMETHII, 4TO €r0 COBCEM HEAAIEKO OTHECIO OT TOrO MECTa, Ilie OH
BOILEI B BOJly — T€UEHUE, [TOX0KE, ObIJIO OYEHb CI1a0bIM, HA €0 CYACThE.

Cepcu yke BbIIIIIA U3 BOJABI HA JPYyroM Oepery M Hadajga MoJIbEM MO HEBBICOKOMY, HO
JIOBOJIBHO KPYTOMY CKJIOHY K OJIMDKalIIUM epeBbsaM. JIkeiic Momibll K Hell.

[Tyctb pexa u Obl1a 10BOJIBHO Y3KOM, OH C MEPBBIX K€ IPeOKOB OYYBCTBOBAJ C€0sl OUEHb
HEOMBITHBIM IIJIOBLIOM, M TIOHSI, YTO TaK e ObICTPO, KaK JIaJIKa, He IPEO/I0JICET ITO MPENATCTBHE.

Yepes Heckoabko MUHYT JIkelic BCE jxe BbIOpasicst Ha Oeper, MycKail 1 HEMHOT'O Jalblile,
yeM Cepcu: ero cHecnno TedeHrneM. Korja oH, MOKpBIN 1 BEIOMBIIMICS U3 CUII, 100paJiCcsl HAKOHEL
JI0 IEpPEBbEB, TO YBUEI, KaK JIaJKa, CUIS Ha OJHOM M3 MOBAJIEHHBIX CTBOJIOB, OT’KHMaja CBOU
JUITMHHBIE BoJIOCHl. E€ miuaThe moTeMHeno ot BOJbl, a TY(iIH, MO-TNPEKHEMY IPKO-CUHHE U KYTKO
Hey00HbIe Ha BU, CTOSUIH PSAOM.

— A TBI MOJIOZIELL, — CKa3ajia OHa, OKUHYB J/[kelica GeribIM B3I 10M. — BBICTpO yripaBuIcs.

OH B OTBET JIMIIIb XMBIKHYJI M OITyCTUJICS PSJIOM MPSAMO Ha 3emitto. Bujid, 4uto najaka noka
HUKYJa He cobupaercs, J[xelic 3aKpbL1 r1aza.

Ha, on Gosicst aToro mecra. Jla, OH HE MPHUBBIK K MOI00HONW O0OCTaHOBKE, K MOJIO0OHBIM
3aHSTHSIM, HO...

I'e-To Tam, 3a MHOTO KUJIOMETPOB OTCIOZA, BOT-BOT JIOJKHBI BEPHYTHCS C POU3BOJICTBA
poautenn. CKOpo OHM HaYHYT OECIIOKOUTHCS (WM YK€ Hadyalu — BAPYT BEepHYJIHCH paHblle?), B
JIOMAIITHUX JieJ1ax emé OpK He TONTAaJICs, U BeJlb 3aBTPa HOBBIN yueOHBI! /I€Hb, a OH 371ECh, B ’TOM
JIECY, C YOKHYTOM JIaKOM, O KOTOPOM COBEPIIEHHO HUUYETO HE 3HAET, IPOMOK /10 HUTKU U HE UMEET



