Mapua PyaoHeBa

TKAYUNXA

JTa KHHMra MOCBSIIIAETCs JeTsAM BCeX BO3PacToB, KOTOPbIE KOrAa-TH00 MPHXOIHIIH B
oTyasiHue. MoH BaM coBeT: BbIOHpaiiTech oTTyaa. JIroobivu cnocodbamu. U He naiite ceds

CILJIECTH.

- Tot mHe yotce Huuem He nomodxtceutb, mou I ocnodun. Co mHoli 8ce KoHueHo. Mol

00a He 3Haau, umo Hac 30eck Hcdem. A 6om menepv Mol 3HAeMm, nouemy smu bosoma
308ymcsi boaomamu Ileuaau. Ileuans nosucaa Ha mue msidicenou eupeti. OHa msiHem MeHsi
6HU3, U 51 moHYy. CnaceHvst MHe Hem.

M. Dupe “beckoneuHast HICTOpHUST”

I'masa 1

BetTu boiin 3Banu, KoHeuHo, coBceM He BeTTu. D10 ObUIO UMS 711 pOAUTENEH, BEUHO 3aHSITBIX
JEJIOBBIX JIOJEH, MPEANOYUTABIIHNX Ta3eThl U Xopommui Tadak. [lIkonbpHast yunTenpHHIIA,
nparmatuyHasi mucc Ciosu ['BUHH, Ha3piBasia €€ TOJIbKO DynM3abeT, u HUKaK uHaue. C caMoro AeTcTBa
Bertu nomxkHa Oblia BecTH ceOsi Kak MajieHbKasi iequ. OKpyXkKalolye CYUTaH, UTO U3 TAKOTO
OuUapoOBaTEILHOrO peOeHKa 00sI3aTeNIbHO BHIPACTET HACTOSIIASI CBETCKAsl JIbBHLA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
yK€ B IIECTUJIETHEM BO3PACTE OHA OYAPOBbIBAJIa CBOMMH 30JI0THIMU KYAPSIMA U CHHHM IUIATHEM C
OoJbIMM OaHTOM, a €e YMEHHE TMETh MECHIO MPO 3eJIeHble PyKaBa pacTporaio Jaxe CTapylKy
MHccHuC [pedk, coceaky U3 JoMa CIipasa.

HpaB)Ia, B TIOCJIENHEEC BpEMs KYOpH bertu ctanmu YK€ HE COBCEM KYIPsAMH, a H IJIaTbsd CMCHHUJIN



MOpe3aHHble AKUHCH. BeTTH HCHOHUIOCHh NBEeHAAAaTh, U BCS €€ jKU3Hb ObliIa BO3JIOKEHA Ha alTaph
YEPHOH MEJIAHXOJIMH.

H neno He ToJIbKO B TOM, UTO BeTTH coBEpIIEHHO HE XOTEJIOCh CTAHOBUTBCSI CBETCKOH JIbBULIEH U
yIoAo0JISIThCSl HAITY APEHHOW U 9JIETAHTHOM MaTepH, H He B TOM, uTo Mucc Cio3u ['BUHH B ouepeJHOH
pas3 3acTyKaJjia ee ¢ KHUrOH CTapuHHBIX JiereHn. M, koneuHo, BoBce He B ApType Hume u3 ee kiacca,
0 HaCTOJIbKO BBICOKHX MaTepusix beTTH eme u nymaTh He moJjiarajaoch (Kak ObUIM YBEpEHBI H ee
Mama, 1 mucc Ciosu ['BUHH, U Ja)ke OTell, MOCjie HECKOJIbKUX CEPhEe3HBIX PA3rOBOPOB HA KyXHE, ObL
C 9THM COTI'JIACEH).

[TpocTo B 5KU3HH HE ObLIO HU €AMHOTO JIyUHKa CBETa, KOTOPBIM MOT Obl paccesiTb TOCKY, HAaBUCIIYIO
HaJ BCeH KHU3HbIO0 beTTH.

BeTTHn ncnonHUIOCh ABEHAALATD, U B 9TOT JIEHb €€ KU3Hb KOHYHJIACH.

B ee koMHaTe ¢ UepHBIMH 3aHaBECKaMH ObLJIO MACMYPHO U CYMPauHO, XOTsI Ha yJuIe ObUT MOJIAeHb U
BECEHHEEe COJIHLIE corpeBasio yiauny Boicokux OcHH, Ha KOTOpOH cTOs1 0cOOHsIK cembH boiin. Ho
COJIHIIE ¥ BECHA He MOTJIM nopanoBaTh bertu. M Huuero apyroe Toxe He MorJjio. Ei 6b110
MIPEKPaCcCHO U3BECTHO, UTO BHU3Y, B TOCTHHOH, MPHOJIETAs! MO CJyvalo B JIyullee TiaTbe MaMa
HaKpbIBAJIA HA CTOJI, H YTO CKOPO MPHUBE3YT 3aKa3aHHBIA B CAMOM MOJHOW KOHIUTEPCKOH ropoja
TOPT, U IPUAYT AETH U3 MIKOJIbl, KOTOPBIX [103Bajla €€ MaMa, MOTOMY UTO Ha AHE POKIAEHUU JOUEPH
00s13aTeJIbHO AOJIKHBI ObITh Ipy3bsi. Tak, KoHeuHo, npuHsTO. [Ipuaer 3anaBaka Duau Mopar, U
poukast Busnan O'bpaiien, v 3anyanast Knapa oy, BeuHo noyuaromasi Bcex BOKPYT
pacckaspiBaonias, Kak HaJo KUTb. BOT yx nyumas KoMnaHusi JJisl IBeHaIaTHIeTHs !

Bertu Tsokesno B3OOXHYIA U epeBepHYJIach Ha Apyrou O0k. Barisiy ee ynepcst B paMKy Ha KpOBaTH.
Tam, BMecTo (poTorpacru KpacuBoro Majbuuka Bpoge Aptypa Huma, cTosina Belpe3aHHast U3
KypHasla KapTHHKA C 9JIETaHTHBIM BaMIIUPOM. Bamriup Toxe He pagoBasl, Kak U HOBasl KHUTa,
KYIUIEHHAas Y CTAaporo OYKHUHUCTA, U MPECTOSIIUN YHHHBIA BEUep C 4YaeM U3 CTAPUHHOTO CEPBH3a.
Hesbinocumoe 3anyactBo! Korpa bertu Opi1a Mosioke, oHa gymasia, uTo JeHb POKICHUS — 9TO €
Mpa3JIHHUK, U OHA MOKET cama BBIOMpaTh 3aHSITHE, HO peajlbHOCTh OKasajaach coBceM Opyrou. Bce —
OT U A0 — OBLIO MPOAYMAaHO €€ CBETCKOH MaMOM U IOJKHO ObLJIO PeICTaBUTh 1oM BoiioB B
HaWIyulleM CBETe.

— Kak xopomo, uto cefiuac He IeBSITHAOUATBIM BEeK, — MpavyHO coobmuiaa beTTu HapucoBaHHOMY
BaMriupy. — HMHaue Obl Mama OTIpaBUiIa MEHsI Ha KaKOU-HUOYAb TypalKHui Oa.

Ha 6an betTtH He xoTena, eciid 9T0, KOHEUHO, He 0ajl BAMITUPOB WK (heH, UK XOTs Obl BEUEPHHKA B
3akpbeIToM Kiybe «Hocepaty», HO Tya ee He MyCKaJId: AaKe B JIyUIIHX APAHBIX JAKHHCAX U C

CHHEeH MoMaJoN OHA He MOTJIa MOKa CONTH 3a MIeCTHAAUATHIETHIO, TeM OoJiee, UTO TOT cilydan



MJIOXO KOHUHJICS: €€ TTOMMaJl OXPaHHHK U BbI3BAJI POJIUTEJICH.

OX 4 HeIOBOJIBHOM JK€e BhIIJIsnesia Mama!

Bertu nepesena B3risig Ha yacel. PaBHOAYyIIHBIE MG PbI MOKA3BIBATHA MOUYTH MSITh. ITO 3HAUUT, UTO
CKOPO MPUIETCs BCE-TaKH BCTaTh U UCKATh B MKady MPUIMYHOE IJIaThe, a TOTOM CITyCKAaThCs K
TOCTSIM H LIJIbIF Beuep CHIETb C IPUKJICEHHOH YJIbIOKOH. ..

¥ Bertu npocto He Obl10 Ha 9TO cuil! Eif Kazanock, UTO ¢ KakIpIM JHEM OHa Bce Oosiblie ciaadeeT u
HHMKaK He MOXET UrpaTh BO B3POCJIbIe UTPbI U COOTBETCTBOBATh OXKUIAHUSIM. [lake B MIKOJYy OHA
Tenepb Mpochinaiack ¢ TpyaoM. Eii ObUIO Tak MI0X0, HE XOTEJIOCh HUYET0, HO B3POCJIbIM pa3Be
00BsicHHIIB? Y HUX €CTh CBOH IJIAHBI HA AETEH, U Thl HUUETO He MOXKeIlb UM MIPOTHBOMIOCTABUTb.
PasBe TosbkO cOexkaTh, KaK Jejaiy JeTH B CTAPbIX CKAa3Kax, HO y HUX ObUTH CHJIBI © MHOTO SHEPTHH,
a'y berTtu Het Huuero.

Hu xu3Hu, HU Becesibsl, HU Aake HACTOSIIUX Apy3ei... Bl 3axoTesnock miakaTth, Tak CHJIBHO OHA ce0s
xaunena. Cliessl MOTEKJIH U3-TIOJ] TYCTO HAKPANIEHHBIX pEeCHHUI], BeTTH yTKHYJach JIMIOM B OIYIIKY
U ropbKo 3apbigana. [IporuiakaB HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, OHA YCHYJIa, OOHUMAast OOTSIHYTYI0 UEPHOH

HABOJIOUYKOM MOOYIIKY.

E#t caunock, uto Tkauuxa IieTeT ee KHU3Hb.

MensieHHo, TIpsiab 3a MPsiablo, COOUpAeT B CBOM KJICHIHH JIMHHBbIE CepeOpsIHbIe HUTH U CBSI3bIBACT B
KPACHBBIA MepLAIIUK y30p. TKaunxa TsHYJIA U TSHYJIA NPSIKY €€ JKU3HH, U beTTH BO CHe Ka3asocs,
YTO OHA BUJUT, KaK 9TO MPOUCXOIUT. Kak HUTH TSIHYTCS PSIMO U3 €€ CITUHBI.

Bo cue bertn nomuuia Bee.

OHna 3HaJIa TOUHO [IEHb U Yac, Korga Tkauuxa 3auHTepecoBasiack €. B ToT nenp bBettn noccopunace
¢ Aprypom Humom Ha 3agHeM IBOpe WIKOJIbI U TpUOexkaia JOMOM, U Obljla TAKOH HECUACTHOM, UTO
el MpocTO HEOOXOIUMO OBUIO BBIFOBOPUTBCS XOTs Obl MaMe, HO MaMa TOPOIHJIaCh Ha OYepeIHON
MPHEM B UECTh KaKOH-TO 3ae3KeH 3BE3[Ibl, U el ObUIO COBCeM He 10 AovepHd. Torga beTTu Tak xe
Jie:kasia Ha KpOBaTH M IJ1aKasa, ¥ MPOKJIMHAIA CBOIO JKH3Hb, U MeUTajia O TOM, 4YTOObl KTO-HHOY Ib
NpUIIes ¥ 3a0pa ee, TOTOMY UTO KHTb CTAJIO HE3aUEM.

H npumna Tkaunxa.

DTO NpoM30LUIO MOJroJia Ha3al, U ¢ Tex nop beTTu Takass — He pagyercs 0ejoMy CBETY H
CJIaJIOCTSIM, MHOTO CIIUT U C TPYJOM HaxXoAMT B ceOe xkeJlaHue XOTsl Obl BcTaTh ¢ KpoBaTH. [loTomy
yTo TKauMxa NpsigeT ee KU3Hb, U KOrga OHa 3aKOHYHUT y30p...

— 4 ympy, — ckasana betTH Beiyx, OTKpbIBas riiasa.

CTpaHHbIM COH KOHUHJICS, HO OCTaTKH €ro, Kak uacTo ObiBaeT, emle npecienoBaid bertu. Ona



OCTOPOKHO orJsiaenachk. OHa Bce Tak ke Jiexasla Ha KpoBaTH HUYKOM, OOHMMas MOJYIIKY, U B
KOMHAaTe He ObUIO HUYero HeOOBIUHOTO, KPOME CTPAHHOTO, CKPEKEIyIero 3ByKa, KOTOPBIH ObLI
eBa YJIOBUM H OTTOrO KaszaJics eme 06ojee KYTKHM.

Bertu ocTOpokHO MOBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY U YBUIEJA, KaK TSAHYTCS OT €€ CIUHbI B OyiecTsinue
cepeOpsiabie HUTH. OHa cejla Ha KpOBaTH, CTapasiCh IBUTAaThCsl OUEHb MEJIEHHO — BIAPYT 9TH HUTH
JIETKO MOpBaTh, uTo Toraa oyner? [Mogokast K 60JIbIIOMY HAMOJBHOMY 3epKajly, OHA MPHHSIIACH
U3yyaTb CBOIO CIIMHY. HUTH TSIHYJIHCH OT JIONATOK Breped, HO TKaHb (PyTOOJIKH OblIa HETPOHYTOH,
HHMKaKHX JBIPOK WJIH MPOpe3aHHbIX MBOB. Koxka B TOM MecTe, OTKYAa TSHYJIUCh HUTH, CTPAHHO
noxoJsioena.

D10 Tkauuxa! CTpamHoe o3apeHue HacTUriIo betrTH, 3epkano oTpasuso, Kak CHJIbHO OHA

ro0Jie mHeJIa.

— Ho Benb eciii 9TH HUTH TSHYTCSI U3-MOEH CITHUHBI, — XPHUIUIO CKa3ajia OHa BCIYX, CTapasich,
4TOOBI 3BYyK COOCTBEHHOTO T0JIOCa YCIIOKOUJIO, — 3HAYUT, OHH TSIHYTCsI Kyaa-to? Kynma?

BeTTn aBuranach 0OCTOpOKHO, pa3BepHYBIIUCH TAK, UTOOBI BUIETh KOHel HUTeH. Cepebpucroe
CHsIHHE 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh B CAMOM TEMHOM YTJIy KOMHATBI, 32 TJIaTsHbIM IKkacdom. Hutu
PACTBOPSUTHCH MPSIMO B CTEHE, MO 000SIM pacTeKaJOCh YEPHOE HETTPUTJISITHOE TISITHO.

— Uto 910? — MamMa BeTTu Oblia momeniaHa Ha YUCTOTE U PEryJIsipHO TpeboBaja OT AOUYEpH
MIPUBOAMUTH KOMHATY B MOPSIOK, MOTOMY AEBOYKA TOUHO MOTJIA CKa3aTh, UTO elle Buepa HUKAKOTro
NsiTHA He ObLITO.

[IaTHO MyJIBCHPOBAJIO U KUJIO CBOEH KHU3HBIO. BeTTH NMpoTsiHyJia pyKy U KOCHYJIach ero. [lanbupl
MOTPY3HJIUCh BHYTPb Ha HECKOJIBKO CAHTUMETPOB, H J€BOUKE MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO OHA OIIYTbIBAET YTO-
TO ’)kuBOoe. OHA BCKPUKHYJIA U C OTBpAIIEHHEM OTIEpHYJIa PYKY. [IATHO OTMYCTHIIO MabLIBI C
MPOTHUBHBIM YAaBKAIOIIUM 3ByKOM. HUTH OcTanuch BHYTpH.

— Tkauywxa... OHa TaM? — ONacJIMBO COPOCHJIA I€BOUYKA, HO B OTBET HE Pa3AaJIOCh HU 3BYKA.

— Hapno pucknyTh! — BeTTu npoaosikana roBopuTh BeiyX. — Ecin Tkauuxa cruieTeT MOIO jKH3Hb,
s1 yMpy, Tak? S oTKyjaa-To 9TO 3Haw. 3HAUUT, s1 JOJKHA HakTH Tkauuxy v nmoMmemarts ed. Mama,
KOHEUHO, He OJIOOPHT, HO Tpexkie, UeM sl OOBSICHIO 9TO MaMe...

Bertu npencrasuia cebe B Kpackax, UTO CKakeT ee AyMaloliasi TOJbKO O Hapsigax U OpHJUIHaHTax
paccesiHHasi MaMma, ¥ ToMoTaJia rojioBoH. Jlyuie oHa co BceM cama paszdepercsi, Tak OyIeT HaMHOTO
obicTpee. bbuto ObI XOpOIIO ycneTh A0 MPUXO0Aa FOCTEH, KOHEUHO.

— A uny! — coobmuna bertu 1, caenas mwar BIUIOTHYIO K CTEHE, MPHKANACh K MSTHY.

OHO co BCe TeM K€ UaBKAIOIUM 3BYKOM BCOCAJIO €€ BHYTPb.

Bertu oTkpbuia ry1a3a ¥ OUyTHIACh B KPOMELIHON ThME.



I'masa 2.

Yaime Bcero repou, nomnaamliiie B Ipyrod MUpP, He IOKHIAJH MPeIeIOB CBOCH COOCTBEHHOH YJIHIIbI.
DTa MBICJIb TIPUIIUIA BeTTH B rOJIOBY HEOXKHIAHHO, HH C TOTO HH C CEro, H MOKa3aJiach
orTymuTesibHOH. Ho 9T0 Obljia MBICTIb, ITyCTh M HETIOHSITHASI, @ 3HAUHT, OHA — MPABHJIBHO XKe? —
cymecTBoBaia? beTTu ymunHysa cedsi 3a pyKy, YTOObI IPOBEPHTH AOTAIKY, H BCKPUKHYJIA.
CymiectBoBana, u eme Kak! M naxe, BUIUMO, He 3aCHYJIa CJIy4aHHO, a B CaMOM JeJie MPOBAJIHIIACh B
YepHoe IMSITHO, Kya MpHUBeJia ee MayTHHA U3 COOCTBEHHOH CITHHBL...

Txauuxa!

BerTH BOpyr BCIOMHMIIA BCE W MOCTIENIHIIA BIIepe, HAEsICh YTISOeTh XOTsI Obl MAJICHbKHH JTyYHK
CBETA. .

— I'me 910 1?7 — cnpocuia AeBOYKa B IMyCTOTY, HO MyCTOTa € HUUEro He OTBETHJIA.

I'masa BeTTn NOTUXOHBKY MPHUBBIKATH K TeMHOTe. Terneps OHa BUJEa, UTO BOKPYT Hee He CIUIOMHON
cymMmpax. Bariisi Hauas pasiMuaTh OUepTaHHs XOJMOB U JepeBbeB. BeTTH mpHcesa Ha KOPTOUKH U
ToIyaja pyKoH To, uTo ObUTO Y Hee 1oJ1 Horamu. Ha omyms 3emiist BHH3y HHYEM He OTJIHYaiach OT
3eMJIH, KOTOPOH OBbLTH MOCHINaHbl JOPOKKH B MapKe B KOHIE YJuipl Beicokux Ocun. Hactosimas

3eMJIst !

— 3HauuT, 9TO Jiec? — 3BYK COOCTBEHHOTO r0JIoca yCIOKaUBa I€BOUKY.

Bertu octopoxno nonuia Brepea. OHa HUKOT1a He ObUIa B HACTOSIIIEM JIECY, HO CJIbIIAaTa MHOTO
HCTOPHH MO OIacHble BETKH U HaceKoMbIX. Ee Mama y:kacHO 60si1ach BETOK U HACEKOMBIX M BCerja
BBIUMTHIBAJIA B THEBHBIX ra3eTax HCTOPHH O TOM, KaK KTO-TO M3 COCeJIeH HeyAauHO ChEe3HI B JIiEC.
Ee ouenb Oecriokouso, uto Ha yjuue Beicokux OCHH KWK LEJIbIX TPU CEMbH, 3aHUMAIOLIHUECS
TypusMoM. K ee cuacTplo, y HUX He ObUIO AETEH.

[IpaBna, bertu cefiuac xotena 6b1, uTOOBI ObLTH. MK uTOOBI OHA Yamie o0manack ¢ 3aJaBaKOH DHHH
Mopar, KOTOpYI0 Ka)J0€ JIETO BO3HIH OTIbIXaTh B KAKOW-TO TUKHH 3aMOBEAHUK, UTO CUHTAIOCH
OueHb MPecTHKHBIM. MokeT ObiTh, BeTTH yaanoch Obl yrOBOPHTh MaMy TOXE TyAa ChE3AUTh, U
TOrJa OHA XOTs1 ObI IPUOJIM3UTEIIPHO MPEACTABIISIIA, UTO OyAeT eaTh AeJiaTh HOUbIO B JIECy.

— XopoIIo, YTO Y MEeHsI KpernKHe KPOCCOBKH H (hyTOOJIKA C IJTMHHBIM PYKaBOM, — YCITOKaHBaJIa
ce0s IeBouKa.

E# He xoTenoch Iymath 0 TOM, UTO CKOPO MOXKET noxoJionats. i BooOme HaCTynUT 3UMa: B

CTApbIX CKa3Kax 3uMa 4aCTO HaJIETAJla HUOTKY Oa. Hnu et MOXeT 3aX0OTEThCSI €CTh HIIH ITUTDb, a



MarasHOB C Ta3UPOBKOW M BCSIKOH BCSITUYMHOM TYT, KOHEYHO K€, HET. 3aTO €CTh BETKHU U HACEKOMBIE.
XOTs1 PO HACEKOMBIX — 9TO €Ile He MpoBepeHo. Ho BETKH €CTh TOUHO: OHH 3alyTauCh y beTrTt B
Bosiocax. Ee Kyapu yike He OblIM TAKUMH JJIMHHBIMH, KaK B IETCTBE, HO BCE PABHO OCTABAJIUCh
T'YCTBIMH U MEJIKO BHUJIUCH, U BBIMYTATh BETKY M3 HUX ObLIO TOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO. BeTTn ocTaHoBHIaCh
Y IIepeBsizajia BOJIOChl TOHEHbKOW PE3HHKOH U3 TEX, UTO HOCHJIA HA 3aIsICTbe. XBOCTHK MOJTYUHJIICS
COBCEM MaJICHbKHH, 3aTO TENepb BUEMUTHCSI B BOJIOCHI CTAJIO CJIOKHEE.

— Hy uTto *xe... Bpemst BcmoMHUTH ckasku? — ckaszana beTtu cama cebe, u nomwna srnepen. B
CKa3Kax repod CMeJio U PEIMTEeIbHO LI BIEpel, H, MOPa3MbICJIUB 00 9TOM, BeTTH noxsiia nouemy.
[ToTomy uTO KOrj1a Thl OKa3bIBACIIbCSI B HE3HAKOMOM MECTE, T'lIe Ja)Ke 3araxu JAPyryue U Bo3ayX
OLIYIIAeTCsl HHaue, Tebe HUUEero Ipyroro He OCTAETCsl, KpOMe KaK HUATH BIepe].

Xorts Tenepp, Korga beTTtu TouHO 3Hasa, YTO OHa HE yMepJia U He TApUT B HEBECOMOCTH, HITH CTaJIO
serue. Hy, nonymaems, HOUHOH Jiec, Bce cilydaeTcs B epBbii pa3. [IpaBaa, ee cMymano oTCyTCTBHE
3B€3]1 U JIyHbl Ha HEOOCBOAE, HO TYT Belb KakK... MoxkeT ObITh, B 9TOM MHUPE W BOBCE HET JIyHbI?
CkenTHueckd HacTpoeHHbld ApTyp Hum, 060kaBmmi HayuHyio (paHTaCTHUKY, HABEPHSIKA OB MOHSII
ee Ha CMeX W MPHUHSIJICS T0Ka3bIBaTh, UTO O€3 JIyHbI U 3B€311 HU OJHH MHP HE MOKET CyIIECTBOBATh H
ObITh OOMTaembIM, HO ApTypa Huma TyT He ObL10, U HUKOTO He ObLIO.

— XOTb ObI 9TOT MHp ObLT OOMTaeMbIM! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa BeTTH 1 ucyranHo npuxaia JagoHb K
rybam. MHoraa nyumie, 4ToObl MECTO OBLIO HEOOUTaeMbIM. A TO MOXKET MOJYUHTBCSI, KaK y TeX
3aBOeBaTeJIeH, UTO MepBbIMU OTKPBLUTH AMEPHUKY: Ha HUX HaraJld MECTHbIEC KUTEH U OOJIbHO
TTOKAJICUHJIH.

XO0Ts BO BCeX MPUKJIIOUEHYECKHUX UCTOPHSIX BCETrAa HAaXOOUIHCh OOpble MECTHBIE KUTEJH, KOTOpPbIE
MOMOTaJIH TeposiM... PasrisineTs Obl HX elle B 9TOH KPOMENIHOH MTJie, 9TUX T0OPBIX MECTHBIX
JKUTEJIeH.

[Toka BOKpyr He ObLJIO HU IYIIH.

H bertu npogoskana UATH BIEpe.

YTo-TO 3aCcBETHIIOCH Breped, ocBenasi el gopory. OOpagoBaHHas, IEeBOUKA KHHYJIACh Ha CBET,
HAuUCTO 3a0bIB PO BO3MOXKHBIE ONACHOCTH BpoJie 00JIOTHBIX OrHed. OHa yBHAEea CBET U
MOCTIENHIA 32 HUM, HaJlesiCh, UTO 9TO JIaMIlouka Win ¢ponapuk. Ho 910 He 6bu10 (hoHapem uiu
JIAMIOUYKOH. ITO ObUIO JJIHHHOM U KPENKOW HUTHIO, TOJJOOHOH TOM, KoTopble TKaunxa riesa us3 ee
Ku3HU. TOJBKO 9Ta HUTh Ka3ajaach TOJIIE U CTApIIe — UMEHHO cTaplie, i HAMHOTO Kperye BCero
OCTaJbHOrO BOKpPYT. 1o KpaiiHel mepe, BETKH JJOMAJUCh OT OAHOTO NPHUKOCHOBEHHSI, & HUTb HE
MOpBaIach, TOJbKO THXO 3aBHOPHPOBAJIA H HATSIHYJIACH.

I'maza bertn pacmmpumce:



— IlyteBognas uuts! [lomymars TOJIBKO!

U ona nocnenmia 3a HUTBIO, KPEMKO CKUMasl Ha HEH JIaJloHH U epeOupasi OCTOPOKHO — TakK, Kak
nepeOHpaloT Ja3aIbIIMKH 10 KaHaTy B nupke. Korga beTtu Obia coBceM MajieHbKasi, Ha YJIHILY
Boicoknx OcuH npHueska IMPK, U TaM MOKa3bIBaJIM pa3Hble TPIOKU ¢ KaHaToM. beTTn nomuuina
KPacHUBOI'0 KaHATOXO/Ma, KaXKeTcsl, OHa Jlaxke coOHpalach BBINTH 3a HETO 3aMyX U yexaTb BMECTE C
LIMPKOM, HO MaMa 3anpeTuia — BeTTu Toraa TopKo HCTIOHHIIOCH CEMB.

A BOT Tenepb OHa caMa — MOYTH KaHATOXOJELl, CKOJIb3UT B3MOKIIMMH OT BOJIHEHHS JIAIOHSIMH 1O
cepeOpUCTOH HUTH, KOTOpasi BelIeT ee Breped, TyAa, Iie, Kaxercs, Obl1 cBeT. [1o kpaliHei mepe,
Bertu Ob1a yBEepeHa, UTO TEMHOTA MTOCBETJIENA.

H nycTtb cepeOpucTast HUTDH yBeJa €e ¢ TPOIbl K MaHUJIA Yepe3 XOJIMbl, OHAa TOYHO 3HaJja, 4YTO UJET
KyJa-To, rae OyAer jyuiie, 4eM MOCped TEMHOTO MPavyHOro Jieca.

— Csert! CBet! — 3akpuuana BIpYr beTTH, U 9TO yKe TOYHO HE MOTJIO OBITh CAMOBHYIIEHHEM HJIH
obmanoM 3penusi. Hebo nocsetJienio 1o royool CHHEBB B TOM MeCTe, Kyla YIHpaslaCh HUTh, U
3amax 4yBCTBOBAJICSI HHOM: CBEKECKOIIEHHAs! TpaBa U COJIHLIE — TAKOH 3arax MHOT1a CTOMUT B MapKe
Ha paccBeTe, MoKa TaM enle COBCEM MaJIO JIIOJEH. ..

Bertu nobe:xana Brepen, c:xkumasi HUTh B pyKax, yKe He 1ymasl, YTO MOXKeT ee nopBaTb. OHa
Oe’kasa Ha 3arax U CBeT, IOKa TEMHOTA COBCEM He BBIITyCTHUJIA €€ U3 CBOUX MPAUHbIX OODBSITHH.
BetTn paccmesinach, CIOTKHYJIACh O KaKyI0-TO KOPSTY H PacTsIHYJIach MONEPEK 3aJUTOH COJIHLEM
JIECHOH TPOITHUHKH.

— BpI B nopsiake? — 0CcTOPOKHO CIIPOCHII KTO-TO cBepXy. Ha nmuo betrtu ynana anvHHast TeHb.
JleBouka nepeBepHyJIaCh Ha CITUHY M COIYPHJIACH, PUKPBIB JIAAOHBIO 71432 OT SIPKOTO COJIHEUHOTO
ceeTa. B apyro# pyke oHa no-npexHeMy Kpenko CKHMala HUTb.

— Bpl B nopsigke? — NOBTOPHJI TOJIOC.

l'onoc, kak U TeHb, MPUHAJIEKATH BHICOKOMY UEJIOBEKY B KpACHOM KjeTuaToH pybamke. bertu cena
Ha 3eMJIe U yJIBIOHYJIACh:

— Ha, MucTep, 51 B OPSIAKE.

— Tol BbIBasIMIACH NIPSIMO U3 HUOTKY 1A, J€BOUKA. Tak pa3Be mocTymnawT?

— HHorna npuxoaurcsi, — nosxana riedamu bettu. — 4 npuiia U3 yepHOro-uepHoro Jjeca, Tam
OBbUIO TaK TEMHO, U TOJILKO 9Ta HUTOYKA CBETHJIACh. S momnuia 3a Hed U NpuIuia CloJa.

— HuTouka? — yesnioBeK B KJIeTUATOH pyOalike pe3Ko HAKJIOHHIICS U BBIXBATHJI AJTMHHYIO
cepeOpsiHyI0 HUTb U3 pyKu beTtu. — He MoxkeT ObITb...

BeTTtn cmoTpena Ha Hero, nopaxeHHas BHE3aITHON JOTagKOH.

— Mucrtep... — OCTOPOKHO CIpOCcHiIa OHA. — ITO Bama?..



I'masa 3.

— IIpencrasb cebe, AeBOUKA, U BIPABIy MOsl, — B TOJIOCE UeJIOBEKA B KJIETUaTOH pyOalike 3Byvana
HEeyBepeHHasl paJoCTb, CMEIIaHHasl ¢ UCITyToM. [lo 9Toro momenTa beTTH HUKOrJja He Crblmaia,
4TOOBI B3pOCJIbIE TAK TOBOPHIIH. .

OH cen psIoM C HeW Ha KOPTOUYKH, BHUMATEJIbHO U3ydasi HUTh. Tenepb y beTTu nosisuiace
BO3MOKHOCTb XOPOIIEHBKO €r0 PACCMOTPETh. Y UesIoBeKa B KJIeTUaTor pybamike ObUTH AJIMHHBIE U
COBEPILICHHO CeJible BOJIOCHI, CBSI3aHHBbIE B HEAKKYPAaTHBIA XBOCT, TAKHE TOHKHE, UTO, Ka3aJIOCh,
00paMJISUTH JIMIO HE3HAKOMIIA JIETKUM 00JIAUKOM WM NayTHHOH. JIUMIIO U pyKH MOKpbIBasi TOHKas,
eJie 3aMeTHasl CeTKa mpamMoB. BeTTH HEBOJIbHO MOAyMaJia, 4YTO OH BBIIJISIAUT KaK HEJIOBKO CHIUTAs
KykJa. CpaBHEHHE NIOKA3aJ0Ch HE CJIMIIKOM MPHUSATHBIM. He OueHb BEKJIMBO Ha3bIBaTh KYKJIOH
JKHBOTO UEJIOBEKA, MyCTh Jaxe U B MbICs1X. Ho OH Bech ObL1 KAKOM-TO JJIMHHbIA, HECKJIAJHbIH, U C
CEPbIMH-CEpPBIMH TJIa3aMU. BeTTH oueHb MOHPABUJIMCH 9TH IJ1a3a, OHU BHYLIAJIH JOBEPHE.

JleBouka ycriesa OblJIO MOAYMaTh, YTO HEXOPOIIO TaK OTKPOBEHHO pacCMaTpPHUBATh HE3HAKOMOTO
yeJioBeKa, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT MPOU30IILIO KOe-YTO, YTO 3aCTABHIIO €€ 3a0bITh O MpaBUJIaX MPHIAUHS
U CMOTpPETb, IPUOTKPHIB OT yAUBJICHHUS POT. UesioBeK B KJIeTYaTod pyOainke MOATSHY K ceOe BClo
HUTb, U TENEPDb OepKall ee B ropcTH. HUTh eBa 3aMeTHO Meplaia U epeiBajlach B €ro pyKax.
Takoro cBeTa AeBOUKe elie He JOBOJIUIOCh BUAETh, HA YM MPHUXOIHINA 00pa3bl BPOJIe 3BE€3AHOM MMbLIH
WK TIBUIBLBI (pell — B OOIIEeM, camMbIX CKa30UHbIX Belled. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 9TO Oblia BoJIEOHast
HUTb, yTEBOAHAS, KOTOPAasl BbIBEJIA €€ K 9TOMY UEJIOBEKY, B CBETJIbI COJTHEUHBIH [IEHD.

UYeioBek B KjIeTYaTOM pyOallke TeM BpeMeHeM MOJHEC JIal0HH C MEepLAIONIed HUTBIO KO PTY U
OoTKpbLI ero. To, uro npousonuio gaselie, nopasuwio bertu no rayounsl gymm.. CioBHO Obl, KOraa
YeJIOBEK OTKPBUI POT, TOT TOXKE 3aCBETHIICS] CEPEOPUCTBHIM MEPLIAHHEM, U OH BECb TI'YJIKO 3aryiel,
BCEM TEJIOM. A TIOTOM MOTPY3HJI KOHUUK HUTH BHYTPb U MPOTJOTHI €€ LIEJIMKOM, H, IOKa CaMbIH
KOHEIl HUTH HE UCYe3 B €ro PTYy, OH HE MpeKpama ryaeTh U CBETUTbCSI. BEeTTH He Moryia OTBECTH OT
HEro rjas.

Hakonen uenoBek B KJieTUaToOM pyOaiike moBepHyJIcs K neBouke. Kasanock, on BooOIme 3a0bL1 0 ee
CyIIECTBOBAHHUHU. B €ro UMCTBIX CephIX IJia3ax BCIBIXHYJIO U MOraciyio yauBieHde. OH NHUPOKO
YJIBIOHYJICS:

— Cnacu0o Tebe, geBOUKa.

— Jla B o0mmem He 3a uTo, — pacTepsiiach beTTH. — 210 Bam criacu0o. Bama HUTh BbiBesla MEHS U3

TEMHOTI'O JIECa.



— H3 TremHOrO NIeca? — mepecrpocui YeJIoBeK B KJeTuaTor pyoamke. — OrJsiHUCD, 31eCh HEeT
HUKAKOTO TEMHOTO Jieca!

BerTtn nocnymuo ornsigenacs. B camom nene, oHa HAXOAUIACh HA SIPKO 3aJIUTOH COJTHLIEM JIECHOH
OIyIIKe, OKPAIEHHOH B OCEHHHE 30JI0THCTO-KPAaCHbIE 1IBeTa. 3eMJis [0l HOraMu ObLia MSITKOH U
cJIerKa NpyKUHHIIA, HABEPHOE, M3-3a XBOMHOTO KOBPA, YCTHJIABIIETO BCE BOKPYT.

— A 4TO 9TO 32 MECTO? — CHPOCHJIA OHA.

— 910 Tenu. Mbl 31ech KHUBEM.

— Bb1? K10 — BBI?

— CnuleTeHHble, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI UeJIOBEK B KJIETUaTOM pyOalike v nogusiics ¢ seman. — K
€CJIM Thl TOBOPHIIIb, UTO IIJIa Uepe3 TEMHBIH JIEC U OKa3alach 3[1€Ch, TO JIyullle HaM yOpaTbcs Kya
NOJAJIbIIE.

— Cnnetennble?.. — beTTH npuxana jganosp Ko ja0y. [loragka, npuimeanasi e B TOJ0BY, Ka3anach
CJIMIIKOM HEBEpOATHOH. — Bbl roBopute 0 Tka...

— II-m-m! — yeyoBeK B KJEeTYATOMN pyOamke 3axai el pot. beTTu riaasamu nokasana 4uro Bce
TIOHsIa U Oy IeT MOJTUaTh, U TOT/Ia OH OTITYCTHII €e.

— Hpem oTcioga, — OH B3sU1 A€BOUKY 3a PYKY H MOTSIHYJ 3a coOoi. beTrtn He conpoTuBsiiace. Ei
ObLIO BCE PABHO Ky[Ja UATH, OHA HE TIOHUMAaJa, I'ie HaXOAUTCS (KpoMe TOro OUeBHAHOrO hakTa, uUTo
HUT A€ MOOIU30CTH OT YJIHLBI Boicoknx OcuH He ObLIO MapKa WK FopoJiKa, HOCHUBIIEro Obl Ha3BaHHE
TeHu) ¥ BO3MOKHOCTb NOOOIIATHCSI C MECTHBIM XKHUTEJIEM TePsITh He coOupaiack. Tem Oosee, Takum
cTpaHHbIM. KOTOpBIM MOT JaTh OTBETHl HAa MHOTHE BONPOCHL. B TOM Uuncie ¥ Ha IJ1aBHBIM: Kak

BI)I6paTI>C5{ H3 9TOro MecTa?

YeioBek B KjIeTYaTOH pyOallke mes Brepe IUPOKUMH, pa3MalIUCThIMH AaraMy; y HEro ObLIx
JUTMHHbIE HOTH, M OH JIETKO NepeliaruBajl yepe3 KaMHH U KOPSITH, TO U JIEJI0 BCTPEYaloIHeCs Ha
nyTH. BeTTH cunTanach BRICOKOH I€BOUYKOH, B Kjacce MUcc Ciosu ['BUHH OHa BOOOIIE Obly1a BbIIIE
BCeX, KpoMme, pa3Be uto, Aptypa Huma, HO cBoeMy HEOKHIaHHOMY CITyTHHKY OHa e/IBa I0CTaBaJia
roJIoBOH 10 1ieva. [TosToMy e ObUTO CJIOKHO MITH C HUM HapaBHE: OYeHb CKOPO OHA BBIIOXJIACh U
B3MOJIMJIACH O TIEpEeIbIIIKE.

— 4 nymaio, y’Ke MOKHO YCTPOUTD IIPUBAJI, — OTJISIIEJICSI UEJIOBEK B KjeTuaToH pybamke. — Mbl
JOCTATOYHO JAJIEKO YIUIH OT TOrO MECTa, I'/ie Thl MOsIBHJIACh. MOKHO HaAESIThCS, UTO 3[A€Ch HAM
HHUYETO HE YIpOKaeT.

— Ha yxk... — BeTTu nbITanace OTObIIATHCS MOCe 3abera no jecy. B 60Ky oTuassHHO KOJI0J0. —

Teneps Bbl MHe Bce pacckaxere? Uto 3a Tenn? I'me mbl BooOme? U KTo BbI Tako#?



UesnoBek B KjIeTUaTOH pybamke 3BOHKO pacCMesiiCs.

— Kak HeBeXJIMBO ¢ MOeH CTOPOHbI! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — S HE MpeACTaBUJICS U TBOETO HMEHH He
cnpocui. CoBceM pactepsil Bce MaHepbl. MeHs HaspiBaloT Pybareunuk. 3To moToMy, uTo s Bceraa
HOIIY 9Ty KJIeTuaTyio pybamky. A Tebsi Kak Ha3bIBaIOT?

— berTtHn, — ckazana BetT u TyT ke crnioxBaTuiack: — T0 €CTh, KOHEUHO ke, Dyn3adeT. Damuzader
boiin.

U ona cuenana HeyBepeHHbIH KHUKCEH. [1o CUX MOp eH He MPUXOIUJIOCH MPOSIBJISITh MAHEPHI HA
JIECHBIX TPOIMHHKAX.

— Ho moxHo ke bertn? — ytounun PybameuHnuxk.

— MoxHo, — KuBHyJ1a betTn u cena npsiMo B TpaBy. OHa yyBcTBOBaJia ce0s1 OUEHb BBIMOTaHHOHM.
BosmoxHO, eciiu 6b1 OHa OblIa OJIHA, OHA JierJia Obl B MSITKYIO XBOIO H MOCTajia HEMHOTO, HO ceryac
el OoJibliIe BCEro XOTEJIOCh PACCIPOCHTh CBOETO HOBOTO 3HAKOMOT'0 000 BCEM.

— Py0ameynuk — Takoe cTpaHHoe UMsl... OHO Oosbie oxoxe Ha rpo3suile... Ilpocture.

— Tebe He 3a YTO U3BHHSATHCS, — MOCIEIHII YCIIOKOUTD ee Pybameynuk. — D10 Beb Ha caMOM
nesne npossHiie. CBOEro HaCTOSIIEro UMEHH 1 He TIOMHIO. ] CJIMIIKOM MO3JHO Monas Cloa.

— Croga — 210 B Tenn? Kak BbI croga monaiu?

— Sl... MeHs CruIeH.

— Bpw1 yxe ropopunu. Tkaunxa, 1a? — BeTTH HEBOJIPHO MOHHU3KJIA TOJIOC.

Pybameynuk nevaabHO KHBHY I

— Ja. Tkauymxa criesa Moo KU3Hb, U € TeX Nop 51 Opoxy 1no TeHsiM U nbITaloch BEPHYTH €€

o0OpatHo.

I'masa 4.

— 41 6bu1 pKavom. E3guit ¢ OpoasiuriM MUPKOM, MOKa3biBajl pasHble (poKychl, — PybameuHuk B3sin
BETOUKY W HauaJl BBIMHUCHIBATh Ha 3emiie OechopMeHHble Y30pbl. — K1 B BaroHUHKe, criajl Iopox
Ha roJION 3emJie, pereTHPOBAT KaKObIH JeHb — M 9TO ObLIO Becesio. HoBble roposa u cTpaHsl,
HUKAKHUX IPAHUIL, TOCTOSIHHO HOBBIE JIIOJIM, HOBbIE BCTPEUYH U 3HAKOMCTBA. MHe BCe 9TO HPaBUJIOCh
10 TIOpBI 10 BpeMeHH. Mo poauTesy Toxe ObUTH U3 IMPKA, Y Hac ObUT LIeJIbId CEMEHHBIH HOMED, Mbl
akpoOatsl... A MOTOM Bce U3MeHu0ch. HoBble moan, HoBble MecTa... OTHUM CJIOBOM, OHAXKIbI 51
BJIIOOMJICSI ¥ 3aXOTeJl BCe U3MEHHUTh. OCecTb, OCTENIEHUTHCSI, 3aBECTH MAJIECHbKHH JOMHUK U CBOE
XO3SIHCTBO, MOXKET ObITh, Jaxe MOJYyUHTh oOpasoBaHHe. M TYT BBISICHUIOCH, UTO 9TO COBEPIIEHHO

HEBO3MOKHO. Heb3st MMPOCTO B34ATb U OCTABHUTH HUPK. Ecmu T Tak acaciib, TO Ha TeOsT KOCo
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MOCMOTPHT TBOsI OpoAsiYasi CeMbsi U HE IPUMYT TaMm, B 60JIbIIOM MUpe u3BHe. [loToMy uTO 1151 HUX
ThbI IPYTOH, HEMPABWJIbHBIN, Thl — Pa3BJ€YeHUE, MUHYTHASI BCIIBIIKA... A ceMbsl... OHH, KOHEYHO,
NPUHSUTM MeHs1 Hasa. Ho Bce paBHO BCe H3MEHHIJIOCh. DTO ObLIO MapHBO. B KakKoH-TO MOMEHT s
MIPOCHYJICS M TIOHSLT, UTO He Xouy HHuero. Jlaxe BcTaBaTh ¢ moctesd. Ho Bce paBHO BcTaBasl U e
Ha apeHy. U BOT Toraa st 3axoteJ1, yToObl MOIO KH3Hb Y MEHSI KTO-HHOYAb 3a0pajl v BbIAA BMECTO
Hee KaKylo-HHOY b ApYrylo. A jgyuuie — npocTo 3a0pajt. YToObl MeHs1 HUKoraa 0osblie He
CylecTBOBaNO... — PyOameunuk 3amonk. ['1a3a ero norpyctHeu.

— U Torpa npumia Tkauuxa H crijiesia Bamly ’KHU3Hb? — OCTOPOXKHO cripocuia berrtu.
PybameyHuk KMBHYJI.

— Tak u npousomIo. A s1 HUYEro He 3aMevail JO CaMoro MocjIeIHEro MoMeHTa. TOIBKO BCe MEHbIIE
U MEHbLIE XOTeJ KUTb. A OHAKIbI BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCH. 1 OTKpBLI ri1a3a u ObL1 yxe 3aech. U He
MOMHHJI HU KTO 51 TAKOH, HH OTKY ...

— Ho Benp BbI cefuac pacckasald MHE CBOIO HCTOPHIO, — He NoHsuia bertu. — M TyT ke rosopure,
YTO HE TIOMHHTE...

— 51 ckaza, 4TO HEe IOMHMJI, a HE YTO S He MIOMHIO, — TornpaBui Pybameunuk. — 4 He ymeio
6esnenpHruaTh. [IpocTo He npuyueH kK sTomy. [losTomy GecrienbHO OpoauTh MO TeHsiM MHE
MOKa3aJioch OecnepCrneKTUBHBIM. S pemut Bo UTo Obl TO HU CTaJI0 cOOpPaATh CBOIO MaMsITh 0OpaTHO.
Buauims, MHe 970 yike yaaetcs. M ¢ KaxapiM pa3oM Bce Jiyuiie U gyuinie. Ta HuTb, 6narogapsi
KOTOPOH MbI C TOOOH BCTPETHJIMCh, KaK pa3 BEPHYJIa BOCIIOMHHAHHUSI O TOH JT0OBH... K 0
MOCJIEACTBUSIX, K KOTOPBIM TAKOE MOXKET MPUBOJUTh. A BOT UIMEHH BCE HUKAaK HE Hanay.

— U nmaBHO BHI... Tak?

— OueHb 1aBHO, — MevasibHO 0TBeTUJI PyOameunuk, u beTTH pemma 0osibiiie He YTOUHSITh.

— 3naere, Tkaunxa Bellb U MOIO KH3Hb IUIETET. S MpHIUIA CI0Ja CHaYaJla 0 COOCTBEHHBIM HUTSIM.
Bpinuia U3 cobcTBEHHOH KOMHATBI M IPOBAJIMIIACH B KAKYIO-TO HENPOTJIIAHYIO TeMeHb. CHavana
IoyMaja, 4yTo yMepJa, IOTOM — 4TO ycHyJa... Ho Bce mo-HacTosimemy, Kak Obl HEBEpOSITHO 9TO
HACTOSIIIEe HU BHITJIsiAEN0. 3HaeTe, CEroiHs e MOM IeHb POXKICHHUSI.

— IlpaBna? — oxuBuics PyOameuHux.

— IlpaBaa, — kuBHyJa beTTH. — MHe ucnosHuIock ABeHaanars. Celyac st JoJKHA Obl TO-
XOpOIIEMY CHAETb B KPAaCHBOM IUIAThE 3a CTOJIOM M CJIYIIATh BCE 3TH CJIOBA, KOTOPbIE BEKJIUBO
roBopsT DHHU Mopar u Kinapa [1oys, KoTopbix no3saja Mama, HIOTOMY 4TO 9TOrO TpeOyioT
NPUITHYHSL.

— DTO OYeHb MevyabHO — BCTPEYaTh CBOH JBEHANUATHIA JEHb POXKIEHHUS C JIOJbMHU, KOTOPBIE C

TOOOM TOJIBKO pagy MPHUJINYHS, — COKPYLIEHHO MOKauaj rojoBou Pybameunuk. — A Kak Obl ThI
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XOTeJja OTHPA3AHOBATH ?

— 41... 4 661 mpurnacuna Aprypa Huva — 9T0 MajibuuK U3 MOETO KJjiacca, OH OU€Hb YMHBIH — M MbI
MO ObI Ha TUCKOTEKY B Kiy0 «Hocdeparty». Tam oueHb 3M0poBo, BCeria MpUriayIeHHbIH CBeT,
COOTBETCTBYIOIIAsI My3bIKa, H BoOOIIE.... CaMoe roTuyHoe MecTo B ropoje! Ho MeHst Tyna moka He
MYyCKAIOT, Ty/Aa 0 MIECTHAAATH HeJb3sl. A pa3 He MOJIyUUTCS TI0-MOeMY, IoueMy Obl U He
nopagoBaTh Mamy? — BeTTH noxaa rnjiedyamy.

PybameuyHuk BHUMAaTeIbHO CMOTpEJT Ha Hee.

— [Momny, — HaKOHeI cKa3as OH U MOAHSUICS C 3eMJIH.

— Kyna? — ynusunacs bertu.

— 3a MHOH. [leHb poxaeHHsI — 9TO 0COOEHHbIH Mpa3gHUK, MHE Bcerja 9To roBopuind. Ho s 3a0bu1
CBOH JIEHb POXKJACHHUS U HUKOraa ero He ormeualn. [losaromy naBait otMmetum TBOHM, bettn Boin?

— JlaBamrTe...

— A Ha geHb poxkaeHus goJiukeH ObITh TopT! Ho TopTa 51 B TeHsix He HalAay, 3aTO €CTh KOe-4TO
oTimyHoe. He orcrasaii!

OH nocrniemu1 Briepe no TpornuHKe, U beTTu cHoBa efiBa mocnesasa 3a ero IIMPOKHUMH IaraMu.

— A 9T0 faneko? — KpUKHYJIa OHA, CIIOTHIKASICh 00 OUepeIHyI0 KOBApHYIO KOpPSITY.

— bnusko! — otkimkHyncs Pybameunuk. — [Moutu npunuia. Cmotpu!

OH cBepHyJI C IHPOKOH JIECHOH TPOIIBI H CKPBLICS MEXKY I'YCThIMH JIACTBEHHBIMH JiepeBbsiMH. Eciin
Obl He sipKasi pacuBeTKa ero pyoamku, bettu Obl notepsiia ero u3 Buay. Yepes HECKOIBKO aroB ex
yAQJIOCh IOTHATh cryTHUKA. OH CTOSUT HA OMYIIKe KPOLIeUHOM MOJisiHbl. Besne, Kyaa xBatano
B3MJISIAQ, POCa 3eMJISIHUKA. 3apOCH KPACHBIX SIF0J1 ObUTH MOBCIOY.

— CkousbKo siroji! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa BeTTu. — $ HUKOrAa He BUea CTOJIBKO Aron cpasdy! A ux
0e30MacHo ecTb?

— KoneuHo. 910 ke 3eMmissHuKa. Xopomasi 3aMeHa TOpTy?

— IIpocto orinyHasi! — BeTTu npucesna Ha KOPTOUKHU U CTajla CPhIBATh KPYITHbIE CIIENbIE SITOJIbl U
cobupats B agoHb. — Cnacubo, Pybameunux!

— C nnem posxaenusi, bertu Born!

3eMIIsIHHKA OKa3aJlaCh YIAUBUTEIbHO BKYCHOH. BETTH MOrJia MOKJISICTBCS, UTO paHblle ed He
JIOBOJIMJIOCH €CTh HUUETO BKYCHEe, XOTSI €€ Mama peryJisipHO Mochljana KyXapKy Ha Oaszap 3a
CaMbIMH CBEXHMH MTPOIYyKTaMH.

— A 31€ch BOOOIIE MHOTO CheJOOHBIX SIroA?

— MHoro. B Jlecy Tl MOXeLb €CTb UTO YTOIHO.

— B Jlecy?..
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— MecTo, B KOTOPOM MbI HaxoauMmcsl, HaspiBaeTcs Jlec. On — vacTph Tener. Camas cBeTyiast U
OesomacHast MX 4acTb. [I09TOMY s1 1 TOBOPHJI, UTO MbI 37IECh )KHBeM. Te, Koro crena Tkaunxa.
31ech OHa pelIKO MOSIBJISIETCSI, © MOXKHO O€30MacHO UCKATh CBOM HUTH. XOTs OOJIbIe HUTEH,
KOHEYHO ke, B XoiMax win B Ctapon LlepkBH, 3aTO TYT HE HaJ10 OCTOSIHHO OTJISIABIBATHCSI.

— A Tenu — 310 BOOOIIE UTO?

— DTO ee MUp, CO3[IaHHbINA U3 HamUX rpe3. M3 Hamux ku3HeH, nmpoie ropopsi. Kaxnast HUTh
nobGasisieT cuny TeHsim.

— A BbIOpaThCs OTCIOJA MOXKHO?

— 4 He 3Ha10. Ecnun 1e0s1 crutenu... S ciplman crapyio JIEreH1y, UTO €CJIM Thl coOOepelb BCe CBOU
HHUTH, TO CMOKEIIb BEPHYThCs1 00paTtHO. Ho s yxke He 3Hato, mpaBaa 9To Win HeT. Korjaa st ToJibko
TI0TaJI CI0JIa, TO KHCTOBO B 9TO Bepwsl. Ho s Tak mosro 3gech Opoxky, U A0 CHX MOP HaIes TaKk MaJio.
S yxe norepsut HaACKy.

— Py0Oameunuk, munenpkui! — 3akpuuana bertu. — Ho mens xe He cruienu!

— B cwmbicnie?..

— Tkauuxa TOJIBKO Havyasia MeHsl 1yiecTh! S yesoBeK, HaCTOSIIIUM, U3 IUIOTH U KPOBH, S )KHUBas!
Cxaxwu, moxanyucra, CKaxH, 4To st cMory orcioga yutu? B atom Jlecy, MoxeT ObITh, H XOPOIIIO,
3EMJISIHUKA U COJIHIIE, HO s1 X0y JOMOM! Sl Kak BCLIOMHIO YEPHYIO ThbMY, UEPE3 KOTOPYIO LLIA...

— Hagepnoe, b1 nonana B camoe cepaue Tenert, Bo Bnanenus: Tkaunxu. HUKTO U3 Hac HUKorga
TaM He Obu1, — PyOameuynuk nokayvain rosoBod. — EcTk onun nyTs. Ho s He MOry gath HUKakux
rapantuii. U vuuero He Oyny obemats. A nposeny Tedst uepe3 TeHH, HO MOXKET BBIUTH TakK, 4TO
HHUUETO HE MOJYyUUTCS.

— IIpoBegute mMeHs1, noxkaiayHcTa! — ymoJisiome ckasaina beTTu u Bapyr mouyBCTBOBaja pe3KyI0
00JIb B CIIHHE — KaK OyATO ee KOKY 3aleNuid KPIOKOM U C CHJIOH MOTSIHYJM Hazal. OHa
BCKPHKHYJIa U IOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOIO CIIUHY. — YTO... uTO 9TO Takoe? YTOo cO MHOM MPOUCXOIUT?
Py6Gameunuk pe3ko BbIIOXHYJ CKBO3b CTHCHYThIE 3yOBI.

— Bce xyxe, uem Kazanoch, — mpoientai oH. — OHna eme He cruiesna Teds1. OHa MpoaoIKaeT 9TO

JIeNaTh...

T'naBa 5.

HexoTopoe Bpemst oHH 1IUTM MoT4a. BeTTH nbiTanack nepeBapuTh HOBOCTH PO COOCTBEHHOE
IUIETEHHEe — OHAa-TO ObUIa YBEpEeHa, UTO yMyApHJIach JIOBKO cOexath oT Tkaunxu! Kak riyno 6su1o

IyMaTh, YTO MOXHO CKPBITbCSI OT TKauuxu B ee cOOCTBEeHHOM Mupe. TeMm OoJiee, eciii OHa U NpaBaa
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noObiBasia B caMoM cepjtie TeHen.

PyOameunuk e Obl1 HOrpysKeH B CBOM MbICJIH. OH HE POU3HEC HU CJIOBA C TOTO MOMEHTa, Kak
OCMOTpEJI CIIMHY JA€BOUKH M OOHAPYXKUJI JBE yXOAsIIME B HUKY1a HATH. OH 000pBaJl UX, 3aKaB B
KyJlake — BeTTH ToJbKO ycnena NOJUBUTLCS TOMY, KaKHE Y HETO CHJIbHBIE PYKH, a IOTOM CTaJIO
OueHb O0JIbHO, M HUTH OCBINAJIMCh HAa TPONUHKY cepedpoM. EcTb 3eMIIsIHUKY U pa3fgHOBaTh JEHb
POKAEHHUS NOCJIE TAKOTO MOYEMY-TO HUKOMY HE 3aXOTEJIOCh.

BerTu noHsaTus He uMena, KyJa OHU HAYT, POCTO YHBUIO Ijieach 3a PyOameuynukom no jgecHon
TPOITMHKE — J1a)K€ COJIHEUHBIH AEHb He pagoBal ee. Kazanock, yepHble 4apbl TKauuxu, KOTOpBIE HA
HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl OCTABHIIM €€, BEpPHYJIMCh C YIBOSHHOM cHloN. He xoTenock Huuero.

XoTs 970 ObIJI0 OOMaHUMBOE OIYLIEHHE: CTOWIO PyOameynruky pasaBHHYTh KYCThl, OXpaHSIBIIHE OT
NIOCTOPOHHUX B3IJISIIOB KPACUBbIH POJHHK C JIEASHON MPO3PAavYHOH BOJIOH, Kak betrtn Bopyr
3axoTesa nuTh. OHa MOJACTaBMIIA CII0KEHHBIE B TOPCTD JIAIOHH O] BOJY H Halmuiach noceita. M
BOJa [OKa3ajach €M cialle JIoOOH KOKa-KoJIbl, XOTSI PaHblIe OHA OblIa YBEPEHA, UTO BKYCHEE KOKa-
KOJIbl HAITUTKA TOYHO He u300pesu. M yx Tem OoJiee Kakasi-TO BOJIa HE MOXKET C HEH CpaBHHUThbCS! A
Tenepb BOT OHA HE MOTJIa OTOPBAThCsI OT UCTOUHHKA. PyOammeyHuk 1oxaancs, noka JeBoyka yTOJUT
Kaxay, U Toke nonui HeMHoro. [Toka oH nui, beTTu cugena Ha KaMHSIX pOJHHMKA M pacCMaTpHBasia
ero yimno. Cefyac OHa XOpOLIO MOIJIA Pa3rIsiAETh CETKY IPaMOB, TSIHYILYIOCSI OT €ro IJ1a3 K BUCKaM
¥ yberawouyo oT pTa Ha IIelo U Aajiblle, 32 BOPOTHUK pyOamku. Bonpeku BceMy, 9TO mpambl He
BBITJISI I OTTaJIKMBaloIMMH. HaBepHoe, Aesio Obu10 B KpacHBbIX ria3ax PyOameunuka u B
TpEeneTHON pOAHHKE Haj ryood. BeTTH Bceraa HpaBUJIUCH JIIOAM C TAKUMH poaUHKaMH. OHH
Kas3aJIMCh el 0COOEHHBIMH, OTMEUYEHHBIMH Cy1b00H. Takue uua He MOPTSIT HUKAKHE MIPaMbl.
PyOameyHuk, 3aMeTHB, 4TO OHa C JIIOONBITCTBOM €T0 PasrjisigbBaeT, CMyLIEHHO OTBEPHYJICSL.

— OTu wpamsl, — nocnemuia 3agats sonpoc bertn. — Onu?..

— HcueszaoT co BpemeHem, — HEeXOTs1 00bsicHun PyOameunuk. — Koraa st 3nech nosiBuics, st 0but
BEChb CJIOBHO CLIUT M3 PacraJaioluXcsl KyCKOB. A Tenepb, Kak BUOMIID, JaXe CTaJl IOX0XK Ha
YeJIOBEKA.

B noaTeep:kaeHHe CBOMX CJIOB OH 3aKaTajl 10 JIOKTS pyKaB pyOallKy U MoKasaj npearieube, Ha
KOTOPOM MayTHHA IIPaMOB NMOOJIEKJIA K ITOYTH YK€ ucuesna. Eciu He mpucmaTpuBaThCs, TO U HE
3aMETHIIb.

— U tax co Bcemu... CruieTeHHbIMH? — OCTOPOKHO yTOuHHIA BerTu.

PyOameynuk paccmesiics.

— Bogce HeT! ¥ kaxporo cBosi cyap6a. M B TeHH KaxaplH CyIECTBYeT TAKMM, KaKMM MOJIyyaeTcsl.

Yk HE 3Ha1o0, OT Y€TO 3TO 3aBUCHT, HUKOI' [d HE HHTEPECOBAJICA. Ilo InpaBe roBops, BCE, UTO MCHS
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HMHTEPECYET — 3TO MOHM HUTH, & OCTAJIbHOE...

— 3HauuT, ecau Tkauuxa CIJIeTeT MEHsl, s MOTY OKa3aThCsl KAKOW YTOJAHO? — MPH MBICIIH O TOM,
YTO OHA MOXET Pa3sBAJIMThCS HA YACTH WM MPEBPATUTHCS B 0071aK0, beTTn moaypueno.

— Jlyume Ob1 OHa BoOOIIE He ycnena Te0si cruiecTd, — PybOameuHuk nepectan cMesiTbCsl U
HaxMypuiicsi. — Ecin 910 o6patumbii ripouecc. Ho monpo6oBath cTouT. S yBepeH: camoe riiaBHOe
— BBIBECTH Te0sI OTCI0JA A0 TOro, KaK OHA 3aKOHYMT IJIETEHHE.

— H... ckonbko y mens Bpemenu? Kak Bbl nymaete?

— He 3na10, — Py0ameunuk norsiies Ha Hee CHU3Y BBEPX M HAKPbUI JIAIOHBIO ee JTaJoHb. — S ke
HEe crenratnucT. 51 Mory ToJibKO mornpoOoBaTh BBIBECTH TeOsI Ty1a, TJIe, MOXKET ObITh, €CTh BHIXO/.
Ho Benmka BeposSITHOCTB, UTO 51 TOJIBKO MPHUBEAY TeOs K THOENH.

— ¥V wmeHs Het BoIOOpa, — npobopmoTana bertu. — Bbl e JUHCTBEHHBIH, KO0 s1 BOOOIIE BCTpeTHIa
3gech. M ¢ Bamu Oe3onacHo.

— DT0 BepHO, — KPHUBO YJIbIOHYJICS Pybameunuk. — 51 6e300uaHBIA. A C HEKOTOPBIMH JIyUllle HEe
BCTpeuaTbes faxe B Jlecy.

— Ilouemy?

— Ectp Crinetennsle, koTopsle pabotaiot Ha Tkaunxy. Onu Oponst no TeHsM U pa3pICKUBAIOT
TaKHX, KaKk Mbl, OIMHOYEK, HAACIOIHXCsI coOpaTh cebs1 oOpaTHO. MBI ke, mojydaercsi, 0OKpaapiBaeM
Tkauuxy, 3a0lpaem 0OpaTHO K3 €e MHUpPa CBOM I'pe3bl. A OHa 3TOTO HE JIOOUT.

— U muoro Takux?

— INopsimouno. Mbl HaszpiBaeM ux OXOTHHKAMH M JaBHO HAYYHJIMCh OT HUX npsTatbesi. He 6orics,
Bertu boiin, Moxet ObITb, Bce emnie U 00oHaeTCsl.

— 51 u He 6otoch, — Xpabpo oTBeTHIA BeTTH, BbICTaBUB Bliepe]] YIpsSIMbIH MOAOOPOAOK. — A Kyna
MBI noieM tenepn? Pacckaxere?

— Pacckaxy, — kuBHyJ PybameuHuk u orsigesicsi B moMCKax noaxonsimen najouku. Hamen BeTky
MOJ, IEPEBOM M Ha4yaJl PUCOBATh Ha TPOIIMHKE KAKYIO-TO KaprTy.

— BoT Bugums? Mbl 3nech. 910 onymka Jleca, Mbl mouTH y camoro Bbixoga. besomnacuee Bcero
yIIyOUTBhCSI B HETO, HO HAll MyTh BeJeT B Ipyryio ctopoHy. Cpasy 3a Jlecom HaunHalOTCs: X0IMbl. B
XoMax TYMaHHO U CYMEPEUHO, U €CJIM He 3HaTh TOPOTH, JIETKO 3201y AUThCsI. OOBIUHO MbI
nepeJBUraeMcsl TaM, MOJb3ysICh Uy:KUMH HUTSIMH. [10100HBIM cIocOOOM ThI BbIIIUIA CIOJA U3 CepALa
Tened, Tak Benp?

Bertu kuBHyna. Pybameunuk yBiaeueHHO MPOAOJIKAT BOJUTH MAJOUKOHN MO 3eMJIe:

— ¥ XonmoB 3anmyTaHHasi cucteMa. Henb3st Ha3BaTh Ux cTaOMIbHBIMU. OHU B IBUKEHHH, HO, KaK Obl

9TO cKasaTb... [perdyoTr. Cpeln HUX eCTh HECKOJIbKO CIIOCOOOB MPOUTH CKBO3b HUX. [lepkKHCh
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MEHSI U He B3AyMaH YXOJHUTb B CTOPOHY. OCOOEHHO €CJIM YBUAMIIb OTHH MJIH YCJIBIIHUIIb MY3bIKY.
— Kak B ckaskax... — 3a4apoBaHHO nporoBopwia bettu. Eff cpasy BCIOMHWINCH Uy A€CHBIE CKa3KH
npo ¢er U 37boB.

— HmenHo, — cepbesHo otBeTHI Pybameunnk. — Kak B ckaskax. [IosTomy aepkuCh MEHS U
HUTEH-TTPOBOTHUKOB, HHAUE 51 MOTY HUKOT A He HAaUTH TeOsi cpeid XO0JIMOB. A BpeMeHH y TeOs1 He
oueHnb MHOTro. He 3Haio ckosbko. Ho Tkaumnxa npsiget 6picTpo. Heckosibko IHEH — U He ycreelb
OINOMHHTBCSI, KaK Thl YK€ 3[eCb, OJ1eJHast HEeMOLIHAsl TeHb Oe3 MaMsTH U JJMYHOCTH. 311eCb, B TeHsIX,
MIOYTH HET CMEHBI IHSI K HOUH, HO Mbl HAyUHJINCb OPHEHTHPOBATHCS 110 3BE3AHOMY y30pYy. 31€Ch
COBCEM HHBIE 3BE3[Ipl, a B cepaue TeHeHr, roBOpsT, X U BOBCE HET...

— W npaspa vet, — noareepauia bertu. — 4 ke Tam Obina. Huuero HeT, TOJBKO KOPSITH KaKHe-
TO.

— Kopsru?

— Hy, g1 cnoTbiKkanach 0 Kakve-To KOpsiry, Korja Oexaina 3a HUTbIo. [1o 1ecHON TponuHKe.
PybameyHuk Kak-TO CTpaHHO Ha HEE MOCMOTPEII.

— B cepaue Tenel Het nieca. M TponuHOK HeT, U Kopsr. Tam ecTh Toabko Tkaunxa.

— To ecTb 51... — beTTH ocexyach ¥ NPUKpbLIA POT JaJAOHBIO.

Bort 910 na. Beixonut, oHa He TOJIBKO BHAeaa TKauuxy, HO M Tporajia ee JIaJloHblo, U Oeraja rno Hew.
H ocranacsk xkuBa. [Toka — eme naxe camor cobor. 1 HamepeHa TakoH ocTaBaThCsl U BIIPEb,
YTOOBI JOKUTb IO CTAPOCTH KUBOH M HEBPEIUMOH.

Pybamennk nonumarome ycMexHyJicsl.

— [Ha, 6biBaeT Benp. He ctout nymate o Takux Bemax. Jlyume nocnymai Mens. [IpodTta Xonamel —
970 ete He Bce. Boilitu u3 Tenel okoso Crapoit Liepksu. Ho Crapas LlepkoBb cTOUT Ha oTmnbe, U
HHUKTO HE 3HAeT, Kak K HeH npubsmsuThes. [1o kpaliHer Mepe, § ele He BCTPETHII HH OJTHOTO TaKOro
YeJIoBeKa.

— MoxeT ObITb, HaM MOBE3ET U Mbl CyMEEeM HAWTH MPOBOJHHUKA? — C HAAEKIOH cripocuiia berTu.
— Benp BbI ke CKasaJi, YTO HE €JUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HCKaJI BBIXOJ. 3HAUMT, CyMIECTBYIOT U APYTHE
Crnnerennble! Ham Hago OThICKaTh KOTO-TO U3 HUX B XOJIMaXx.

— A Tbl IOMHHIIB, UTO s cKa3aj Npo OXOTHUKOB?

— [TomHI0, HO MHE, KaK Bbl BUAHTE, Heuero tepsatb! [losaTomy naBanTe nocnemum B XOJIMBI.
Pybameunuk, noxanyhcra. A BAPYr HACTYNHUT HOYb U B X0JIMax OyAeT TeMHO?

— TemHo He OyzeT, — 3aBepuJI OH M IOJHSUICS C 3eMJIM. — TeMHO ToJIbKO B cepaue Tenei, B
OCTAJIbHBIX MECTAaX JIMIIb TyMaH U cyMepkH. Ho ecau Tbl npocHIb, naBail MOTOPOMHMCS.

— Py0Gameunuk, a oTkyna Bel camu y3Haiu npo Crapyio Llepkosb?
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OH noBepHyJicsl K beTT 1 y IuBI€HHO MOAHSIT OPOBH.

— U3 crapunnbix O6anaa, KoHeuHo ke. OTKya ke elle MOKHO UTO-TO y3HaTh?

I'masa 6.

Crnenyromyio yacTb myTH BeTTH noTpatuia Ha TO, 4TOOBI BRICTIPOCHUTD y Pybameunuka Bce npo
ctapunssle 6amtansl. K ee yausnenuio, PybameyHuk TObKO OTMAaXUBAJICS] CBOUMH JIJTHHHBIMH
PYKaMH U HAOTpe3 OTKAa3bIBAJICSI 00 9TOM FOBOPHTb.

— D70 X0Ts OB OasUIaABI U3 peaJbHOro MUpa WK U3 TeHel? — HacTauBana bertu.

— OcrTaBb Takue BONpockl, — paccmestiicsi PyOameunuk, Ho BeTTy Hacenana Ha HEro U B
OyKBaJIbHOM CMBbICJIE HE JaBasla IpoXoja.

Hakonen on cpaincs:

— JlagHo, 51 pacckaxy Tebe, HO caM 3Hal0 He OUeHb MHOTO. DTH O6ayiasl... OHH, KOHEUHO,
npHUHAJJIekKaT 9ToMy MecTy. Ho B ToM ke Mepe — U TBOEMY MHPY, KOTOPbIH Thl Ha3bIBACIlb
«pEaJIbHbIM» .

— 4 HaspIBaO?..

— Hy koneuno. Beap Bce oTHOCcHTENbHO. ThI JKHUBELIb B CBOEM T'OPOJIE, B IOME C POJUTEIISIMH,
XOJHIIb B MIKOJY, U AJis Te0s 9T0 — peanbHOCTh, a TeHu... TeHn — 9To Apyrod Mup, CTpAIIHbIA
COH, U3 KOTOPOIo He TeprnuTcs coexartb, Beap Tak? He Bo3paxait Mue, bettu. S BUXKY OTBET B
TBOMX IJ1a3aX, — yJblOKa comuia ¢ juia Pybameunuka, oTuero mpamsl BOKPYT I'y0 cTaiau Kyaa
3amMeTHee. — A [JIs1 MeHsl BOT peasibHOCTh — 9T0 Jlec, Xonmbl u Ctapast LlepkoBb, U g1 Opoxy TYT B
MOUCKaX CBOEH MaMsTH U KHU3HH. Buauib, kakue mbl pasHoie, bettu boiin?

Bertu nputuxna. C Tako# TOUKH 3peHHsI €M elle He JOBOJWJIOCh CMOTpeTh Ha Belmu. Ha camom
nese, oHa Boobuie He gymaiia o Pybameunuke u qpyrux oburaresnsx Tened. E#f mpocTo xoTtenoch
TIIOMOH.

— TeHn — oTpakeHHe HaCTOSIIIEero MUpa, KOHEUHO ke, — MPOJoJIKaNl TeM BpeMeHeM Pybarieunuk.
— Kaxk B 3epkaje, Mpl OTpakaeM M UCKaKaeM MPOCTPAHCTBO M BpeMsi, TOITOMY BCe 3[€Ch COBCEM
apyroe. £ He cTapelo, HapUMep, — HE U3MEHHJICSI HH Ha MHT C TeX MOp, KaK OTKPbUI 3[eCh TJiasa.
st koro-to Tenu ,Ha060pPOT, CTAU MECTOM JIyUIIMM, YeM TBOH HACTOSIIHN MHp. [1Jis1 KOro-to —
Uy AOBHIIHBIM IIPOKJIATHEM, UTO, BHPOUEM, HE CHJIbHO OTJIMUACTCA OT U3HAUAJIbBHOI'O ITOJIOKCHH A
BEIIEH.

— 51 yTO-TO HE ycmeBal 3a XOJOM TBOHMX MbIcJied, — npobopmortana bertu.

— D70 5 yKe 3aroBapuBaloCch, — B30XHYJ Py0ammeuHuk 1 nmokavas rojoBod. — BaxkHo BOT 4TO:
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CTapHHHBIE OayIa]bl, O KOTOPBIX Mbl TOBOPHJIH, KOHEYHO K€, ObLIM HAMHUCAHbl B TBOEH PEAJIbHOCTH.
ToJIbKO BOT 3€Ch OHHU CJIOKHJIUCH 3aHOBO M3 BOCMIOMHHAHUH CIUIETEHHBIX, H HCTOPHH B HUX
pacckasbIBalOTCs yxe 00 9ToM Mecte, o Tensix. Tenepp noHrmaenis?

— Ilonumaro, — kuBHyJa beTTH. BnipoueM, yBepeHHOCTH B €€ roJioce OblJI0 MaJIo.

— Berperum... eme koro-uuOyap? — beTTH BHe3anHo ucnyraiachk. PyOameyHuk BHyIIan en
JIOBEpHE, HO TIPH MBICJIH O TOM, UTOObI BCTPETUTb KOTO-TO €Il U3 MECTHBIX KHUTEJIeH, 1O CITHHE
npobeskas HeMpHUSITHBIA X0J0J0K. XOTs OHA JKe caMa ellle HeJaBHO XOTela HaWTH MPOBOJHUKA!

— Koneuno. 3necy ouenb MHOro CriieteHHbix. byaer cioxno nodpatscest go Crapout LlepkBu u npu
9TOM HHU C KEM He CTOJIKHYTbCSl, — PyOaleuHuk omycTHI CBOIO JJIMHHYIO PYKY Ha mjiedo bertu. —
He 6oiics, ¢ ToO0M HUUero He ciayduThbes. S He momymy 9Toro. Thl ke MHe JoBepsienb?

— 51 Bam noBepsiio, — beTTH nomneitanack yablOHyTbCsl. — Bbl ObUTH KO MHE 100pBI 1 00emanu
nomoub. [IpocTo ... pactepsiHa.

— TeOst MOXKHO MOHSITh, — PybaleuHuK MUPOKO YIIBIOHYJICSI K OCTAaHOBHIICS. — Buauimb, Kak
noceeTJen jgec? Bor tam yxe onymka. Ckaxu, Tbl He ycTana? Eciu Thl Xouelb nocnaTh, To cenyac
camoe noaxojsimee Bpems. B Xonmax Oynet coBceM Hebe30macHo.

BeTTtu xoTena OblJI0 OTKA3aThCsI, HO BAPYT YCTAJOCTh TSIKEJIO HABAIMJIACh HA Hee, KaMHEM
npuXuMasi K 3emie. beTTu cena mog mupokoe JepeBo Ha MSATKYIO XBOIO U OECCTBIIHO 3eBHYJIA.

— OTanyHbIA MaH, MUcTep PyOameuHuk, — cKaszasa oHa.

I'nasa neBoUKH HEmAIHO CIIUMAIHUCH.

— Iloka Tb1 Oy gemb crnath, st MOCTapalch cOOpPaTh SIrOA U KOPEHbEB U ClieJaTh HAM YKHUH, —
noobeman Pybameunnk. — Bniepenyu HenmpocToy myTh, U HAM MOHAAOOUTCSI MHOTO CHIL.

OH OBICTPO U SIBHO MPHUBBIYHO cOOpas At BeTTH NoACTHIIKY U3 MATKOTO 3€JIEHOrO MXa U MSITKOH
xBoU. M TOro, v Ipyroro noj Horamu ObLJIO MPEAOCTATOYHO, U BeTTH omyTHIa cedst NTeHIOM B
raesne. OT Mxa HCXOAMJI CJIaIKOBATBhIM apoMart, el MoKa3aaoch, UTO TaK AOJIKHA MAXHYTh JIeCHAsI
3eMJIS1, JOKIEM M BO3nyXoM. M mHcThsiMu... BeTTH npoBainiach B COH IOYTH MTHOBEHHO. TOJBKO H
ycrena yBUAETb, KaK KpacHO-UepHbIH cUTyST PybaieuHrka MepbKHYJI B BO31yXe Hajl HeH — U
nporna.

E# He caunoch Huuero. He 6buto Tkaunxu, TeHel W TOHKUX MayuybHX HUTEH, U OMA Ha yJIHIE
Bricokux OcuH, u ctaporo 6poasiuero nupka... Huyero He 0pu10. B 6;1akeHHOHN mycTOTE Mapuio ee
CO3HaHHWE, BO3BpAlIasi CUIbl U YBEPEHHOCTDb B 3aBTpaliHeM qHeM. Briepsbie B ku3Hu beTtn
BBICTIAJIACH TAK CJIAJKO U TaK XOpomo — U Tak opicTpo!. [To KpaliHen mepe, el MoKasanaock, UYTo
BPEMEHH MPOIILJIO MaJIO: CKBO3b CJIMIIIHECS] OTO CHA PECHHLIbI OHA YBUIEJA CBET, U OH OBbLIT Kak

OynTo 6oJiee TyCKJIbIH.
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Bertu xmbikHy1a 1po cedsi. BOT uTo 3a %H3HB: CIJIOMIHbIE «eCJIH Obl» a «Kak 0yaro». Hu o uem
HeJb3sl CKasaTh ¢ yBepeHHOCThIo! Ee Mama npuiia 6bl B ykac, OKaXHUCh OHA B MOJOOHBIX YCJIOBHSIX.
Benp oHa-To Bcerja u Bo BceM Obljla yBepeHa M MPOayMbIBajia Ka bl CBOH I€Hb 10 MeJIbYalIuX
netase. OHa HasbIBaJla 9TO «CTHJIEM KH3HHU 9JIETAaHTHOM Jiean». BripoueMm, Bettn snerantHoi neau
BOBCE He Obljla U CTAHOBUTBCS HE XOTEJA, a Y HACTOSIIUX FOTOB U NMAHKOB BCE PelIaeTcs B
MOCJIEIHHH MOMEHT.

B rnyOGuHe gymu oHa Bce ele He MOrJia OBEPUTh, UTO BCe Bcepbes. PaHO Wit mo3aHo npuaeTcst
NPU3HATD: 9TO MPOUCXOIUT HA CAMOM JeJie, HO MOKa Jerue OblJI0O OTHECTUCH K MyTEIECTBHIO KaK K
3aHUMaTesIbHOM BeuepHuke. Hernoxol cnocod oTMETUTDh JBEHAALATUIIETHE: B JIeCY, C SITOJIAMH. ..
Sronpr!

Bertu cena B cBOeM rHesnie U3 Mxa U XBOM U orJsigenack. OHa BCIOMHHUA, 4TO PyOammeuHuk
coOupa’icsl HapBaTh SIrOJ U KOPEHbEB HA yKUH. PsiIoM Ha MOJACTHIIKE U3 JIMCTHEB B CAMOM JeJie
Jiexaiia 0oJblast TOPCTh SroJ, a €lle H30THYThIH KYCOK KOPBI, B KOTOPOM HCKPHUJIACh HA COJIHLIE
yrcTermas kimoveBasi Boga. Ho camoro Pybameunuka BUIHO He ObLIIO.

— Muctep Pybameunuk? — nosBana beTTH, HO HUKTO HE OTKJIMKHYJICSI.

ITo cnuue cHOBa mpoGexkan xonodoK. A eciu PybameuHuk ucmyraicsi COOCTBEHHOTO OOeIaHus 1
Opocun ee, noka oHa cnasna? [la oHa B )KHU3HH He OTHIIET ero B 9ToM Jlecy! A 6e3 ero nomomiu emie
HEU3BECTHO, CMOXKET JIM OHA NpeooJieTh X0aMbl. OHa gaxe MPUMEPHO HE MPEeICTaBISIET, IIe
HaxoguTcs 9Ta yxkacHast Crapas LlepkoBs! Bot ecnu Ob1 3nech Obi1 ApTyp Hum, oH Obl HaBepHsika
HE MO3BOJIMJI OKa3aTbCsl B TAKOM CUTYaIlMH, Y HETO yske ObUT Obl TOTOB TUIaH U oApoOHast kapta. Ho
Bertu He 612 ApTypoM Humowm, a 6su1a npocto bertu boiin, mosToMy oHa penmia noecTs sirod U
BBIIUTD BOABI: KTO 3HAET, KOT/A elle el JOBEAETCS MOECTh B 9TOM CTPaHHOM Mupe? SAronpl U Boaa
BCE ellle ObUIM OUeHb BKYCHBIMH, U OHA C HACJIaXkAeHUueM noyxuHaia. [loToM HeXOTsl mogHsIach U3
XBOMHOTO THE3J]a U OCTOPOKHO MOLLIA BIEPE MO TPOIHHKE.

— Py0ammeuHrk roBopuil, 4TO BOT 3[€Ch 3aKaHUMBAETCSI JIEC, — CKasajia OHa BCIyX. — 3HAUHT,
€CJIM S TIOWy Brepell, TO BbIHAY K XoamMam. MoKeT ObITh, OH MPOCTO HIIET OOJIbIIE STO WK
3aJIepKaJICs M0 KAKUM-TO elle MpHUuHaM?

Wi ero norimamu OXOTHHUKH, 100aBHII MPOOYAMBLIMHCS HA 3aJBOPKAX CO3HAHHSI BHY TPEHHHH TOJIOC.
berTu B3gpornyna. OHa coBcem 3a0buia, UTO 34€Ch OPOASIT CTPAIIHbIe CJIYTH TKauuXH.

BetTn yxe cobpasnach ObUI0 CHOBAa OKJIMKHYTh PyOaleynrnka no uMeHH, Korja ycJslmaia
NPUIJTYIIEHHBIE T0JIOCA, U OJMH U3 HUX NMPUHAJIEKA ee NpoBOAHUKY. [IepBbiM nopsiBoM betTn
ObLIO OPOCUTBCS K HEMY, YCJIbIIIAB 3HAKOMBIH T'0JIOC, HO YTO-TO IEPHYJIO €€, 3aCTABHJIO 3aTaUThCs U

OCTOPOJKHO BBITJISHYTH U3-3a ACPEBaA.
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Tam, 3a mocjie IHAM KHBBIM 3aCJIOHOM H3 JEPEBbEB H BBICOKHX KYCTOB, OblIa MIMPOKasi OIMyIIKA.
Hagephoe, 9T0 1 OblT KOHEII Jieca — MO KpalHeH Mepe, OoJibllie He ObUTO BUAHO HH IEPEBbEB, HUA
TPOITHHOK, TOJIBKO 3eJIeHOe TpaBsiHoe Mope. beTTH 3acTaBuia cedst OTBeCTH B3rJIsig OT X0OJMOB U
MOCMOTpETb JieBee, Ty1a, TIe CTOSsUIM ABa uesoBeka. OgHuM u3 HuX Obu1 PyOameunuk. OH onmpascs
CITUHOH Ha IMHPOKOE BETBUCTOE JIEPEBO, CKPECTHUB Ha TPYIU CBOM JJIHHHBIE PYKH. JIUI0 ero Ob110
MpauHO U cepbe3Ho. Haj HUM HaBHCaJT TUIEUMCTHIM UeJIOBEK C UEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, COOpAaHHBIMHU B
TYT'yI0 KOCY Ha 3aTbUIKE, H BTOPOU TOJIOC SIBHO MpUHAAJIeKal eMy. BeTTH HeBOJIbHO 3aCMOTpeach:
paHblle el JOBOAMUJIOCH BUETH JIIOIeH C HACTOJIbKO KBaIPATHBIMHU UETIOCTSIMU TOJIbKO Ha KApTHHKAX
U B KHHO. A 9TOT 4eJIOBEK ObLJ1 BECh CJIOBHO BbiCeUeH U3 KamHsl. [IpsiMol HOC, pe3kue JIMHUK OpoBe
U ry0, OoJipIlIe PYKH: BHYIIUTEJIbHAS MyCKYJIATypa JIETKO yraaslBaaach Moj UepHOH KypPTKOU C
MexoM. Ha nosice oH ep:xai Tonop, a 3a CIMHON M3rHOascsi YepHbIM JePEBOM OI'POMHBIH JIYK.

910 OXOTHUK! — oceHuIo BOpyr beTTH, u oHa mpuKaja JaloHb KO PTy, YTOObI HE BbIIATh CeOs1
cilyuyaiHpiM BockyManueM. Ho He moxoxe Obi1o, yTo OXOTHUK nonMan PyOameunrka wiu
HaMepeBaJICs MPHUHHUTH eMy Bpell. C Toro MecTa, riae ctosiia beTTH, Hesb3st ObUIO pa3IMUUTh HU
CJIOBa, HO MO MoBeJIeHH0 PybanieuHrka Heb3st ObUIO CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBLT HAITyTaH WK HEPBHUUAJ.
Cxopee OH BbITJIsIIe) pa3apakeHHbIM. OH BBITSIHYJI PYKY H yIiepcs JagoHblo B rpyab OXOTHHKA,
OLIYTHMO €ro oTTajgKuBasi. OXOTHHUK HAXMYPHJICS H PE3KO UTO-TO MPOU3HEC.

Bertu octopoxHo noanosna Oamxe.

— 4l ckaszan: He mpUOIMKANCS KO MHE, — C HE3HAKOMBIM XOJIOJIOM CKaszas PybOameuHuk, CJI0BHO B
MPOJOJIKEHHH paHHero criopa. — M He Meman MHe B MOUX Aejax. Bmemaemscsi — 51 pa3o3moch. Thl
3TOro He XOYelllb.

— 51 He Oyay BMemMBAaThCsl, — NMOMeJIUB, oTBeTH] OXOoTHHK. — [Toka He Oyny. TBopH uTO
XOuelllb, HO He 3a0bIBal, YTO C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA 51 CTaHy TBOEH TEHbIO HA 9TOM Iy TH.

— Tenbio B Tensix? He 3aroBapusaticsi, OXoTHHK, — Py0Oameunuk cobpain B ropcTb TYryio
IMHYPOBKY Ha €ro KOXaHOH KypTKe U MPHOJIM3KI JIUIO K ero Juiy. — Eciu Thl moMelnaemns MHe, TO
HHKOT/Ia HE TIOJYUHIIIb TOTO, Yer0 XOUelllb.

— Ecmu o1 cioxuens nox Crapoit LiepkoBblo, st TeM 0oJiee HUUEro He MoJyuy, — PhIKHYJ
OxoTHHK U cOpocu pyky PyOameunuka co cBoel rpynu. — S cBoe CJI0BO CKaszall.

— Yxoau 0TCI0Ja, TOKa HAC HUKTO He YBHAEJ. Mbl CTOMM Ha CaMOW OMYIIKeE.

— He BosHy#cst 00 9TOM.

OXOTHHK BbIIIEJ U3 MO JepeBa U ucues. beTTu ToibKo MOprayjia — a ero yxe He Obiio Hurge. Kak
CKBO3b 3eMuTI0 MpoBanuicst! Ho yaAuBAATHCS ObLIO HEKOTAa: MTHOBEHHUEM MO3Xe MPHUIIIO OCO3HAHHE,

yTo PyOameunuk cefiuac BEpHETCSI K TOMY MECTY, i€ ee ocTaBHI. beTTn nocnemuna yiu, 61aro,
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OTOHTH €M yJaJIOCh COBCEM Henayieko. OHa cesa Ha elle TeTJIbId MOX U HAaKOHEll yMHO BbIJOXHYJIA.
Py6ameunuk — u obmue gena ¢ OxoTHukamu? B 9To BepHIOCh C TPYIOM, H BO PTY OBLIO TOPBKO,

HECMOTPA Ha NPUBKYC 3EMJITHUKH.

T'nasa 7.

Korga bertu u PyGameunuk Bblmii B X0JIMBI, COJIHIA HE ObLIO BUAHO. XOTs1 BeTTn ToibKo uTo
CBOMMH I'JIa3aMH BHJIEJIA, KAK COJIHEUHBIE JTyYH MAJAI0T HAa YKPBITYI0 MXOM TPOIHUHKY, CTOUJIO BBINTH
U3-3a JIEPEBbEB U ClIeJaTh Iar B CTOPOHY, KaK coJHIe nponano. Hebo 3aBoJIOKH Tsikeble
CBUHIIOBBIE TYUH, PEBPATHUB HEOOCBO B CIIOMHOMN cepblii MOHOJUT. Kak OyaTo orpoMHast
I'PAaHUTHAS TUIMTA HAKpbLla MPOCTPAHCTBO HaJl OeCKpalHUMH XoiMaMH. Bua aToro Heba 3actaBui
BerTu BCHOMHUTD O COOPYIKEHUSIX OPEBHUX — KAMEHHBIX JI0JIbMEHAX, KOTOpbIe ObUIH HACTOJBKO XKe
MAaCCHBHbI, HACKOJIBKO IMYyTAIOIIH.

Camu Xonwmbl nopasuiu Booopaxenue bertu. [ToBcioay, Kyaa TOJIbKO Magas ee B3rJIsi, B3IbIMATHUCh
CH3ble TPy Abl 3MJIH, IOKPBITHIE PeIKOH 3esieHoN TpaBoH. [1oBciogy TSIHYJIHUCh cepeOpUCTbIE HUTH.
3emuist my3bIpUiIach, CIOBHO Mepes U3BEp:KEHHEM ByJiKaHa. K ropH3oHTY TsiHyJIach cepasi neneJibHast
nycromb. Kioku Tymana Opoauin Mexay XoJIMaMH, Kak HEMPUKasiTHHbIE TPHU3PAKH. ITO CyMpauHble
o0JlaKa myraJiy, MoxaiyH, faxe OoJblie BHe3aHO U3MEHHUBILIEHCSI TOTOdbI.

Bertu noexunach: BOKpYr olyTHMO MOX0J01aJ0. B iecy ObUIO TEII0 U COIHEUHO, 3AECh Ke
HaJIETEJ XOJIOIHBIA BETEp U MpoOpasl O caMbIX KOCTEH, 3aCTaBUB OpoxkaTh. Pybameunuk
HEOKHUIAHHO MPOBEJ JIAJOHBIO N0 €€ CMHHE, U beTTH uyaoM yaepxanach OT BCKPHKa.

— Yo BB genaete?!

— Te06s cHoBa mieTyT, — B roJjioce PyOameynuka 3Byuano 6eciokoicTBo. — Buguib HUTH?
O0GepHUCh.

BetTtn octopoxHo mocmoTtpena uepes rievo. Ha nagonun Pybameunuka Onectena cepeOpsiHast HUTb,
rcyesast B OMKanmeM TYMaHHOM OOJake.

— MbI 10JIKHBI TOCHEMUTh. 3JECh MbI KaK Ha JIAJOHH.

— Tbi roBOpHIL, UTO B X0OJIMaxX MHOTO HUTEH?

— U muoro CrutereHupix. U OXOTHHKOB. X0JIMbl — 9TO OUY€Hb HEOE30MacCHOE MECTO.

Pyb6ameunuk obopsan HuTh (beTTr Bce-Taku BCKpUKHYJIa) U OBICTPBIM IIAroM MoIIes Blepel, BeJeB
He OTCTaBaTbh U He 3aJepkuBaTbcs. berTn nocnemmna 3a HUM. Ero kpacHo-uepHas pyOamika Obiia
JIETKO pa3jiiuMMa Ja)xe B CYMpPauHOM TYMaHe.

ITocne CTPAaHHOI'O pa3rosopa € OXOTHHKOM, CBHACTCJIEM KOTOPOro OHa HEBOJIbHO CTaJjla, J€BOUKA HE
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OblJIa TOTOBA BO BCEM JIOBEPSITh CBOEMY CIyTHHKY. Tenepb OHa 3HaJsla, YTO Yy HEro UMEITCsl TalHbI U
KaKHe-TO CBOM MHTEPECH B TOM, uToObl moOpaThcs 10 Ctapoi Llepksu. Ho ona 61aropasymHo
pelmia NoMaJIKHBaTh.

B koH1e KOHIIOB, PybameyHrk — B3pociibli yesoBek. Jlake oueHb B3pOCIIBbIH, €CJIH BCIOMHHUTD, UYTO
OH npoObL1 B TeHsix ponroe BpeMsi. A y B3pocCJbIx Jiiojied — 9To beTTu 3Hana yxe oueHb XOpomo —
MOCTOSIHHO OBbLIM KaKue-TO TadHbl. [Ipu 9TOM B3pocible ymy IpsUIMCh AeJIaTh TalHbI U3 COBEPILEHHO
0e300uAHbIX Ha B3rJIsi4 JeBOYKH Beled. OHa 9TO 3Haj1a HOTOMY, YTO Y MaMbl BEUHO OBUIH CEKPETHI
OT IaIbl, BPOJE CYeTa U3 KOCMETHYECKOTO CAJIOHA; a Y Marlbl KAKHUE-TO CBOU TaHHBI OT MaMbl, O HUX
Bbertu HUKak He ygaBasoch y3HaTh; a y MUcC Cio3u ['BUHH B KOHTOpPKE XPaHHJIKCD IOKOJIAJHbIE
KOH(pETbI, KOTOPbIE OHA €J1a B TalHE HE TOJIbKO OT YUEHHKOB, HO ¥ OT APYTuX yuuTesner. TonbKo
Aptyp Hum Bce paBHO 9TO 3aMeTHJI U pacckasan bertr non ouens 6osbmmm cekpetoM. OHu
NOyMaJIH, YTO MOKHO KaK-TO BO3AEHCTBOBaTh HA MHCC CI03H, HO IO CHX IOP HE PEIIMIN KaK.
[TosTomy BeTTH He CHIBHO yIUBHIIACH, MTOHSIB, UTO PyOameynuk He Bce el pacckasbiBai. [Ipocto
B3sJ1a Ha 3aMETKY, UTO C HUM CTOMUT ObITh HaueKy. Ho Pybameunuk Bce eme octaBascs ee
€JUHCTBEHHBIM JPYTOM U COI03HUKOM B 9TOM ONAaCHOM MHpE, H TOJIbKO OH 3HaJI, Ky/1a ¥ 3aUeM OHH
UAYT.

Bort 31ech, KcTaTH, TOXKE ObLIT HHTEPECHBIH MOMEHT. BeTTH yIuBHiIack, Kak 9TO OHA He Mojaymaja
cpady — Py0aneyHik HUKOrja He TOBOPHJI, YTO UIMEHHO OHH 10JUKHBI fenaTb y Crapoi Llepksu!
TosbKO TO, UTO OHA JOJIKHA Tyda AOHUTH. M uTo Tak ObUIO B CTapHHHBIX Oajuiagax, KOTOpPBIE TYT Ke
OTKa3aJICsl IUTHPOBATh. DTO ObUIO OUEHb MOIO3PUTENBHO.

Ho nono3peBatp 1 onacaTbcsi € JMHCTBEHHOTO IPyra, CTOsI HOCPEIH TYMAHHOH IMyCTOIIH, ObLJIO Obl
OUEHb IJIyTBIM NOCTYNKOM, a beTTn He Obula BocnMTaHa Kak A€BOUKA, KOTOpasl COBEPIIAET IIIyTIble
noctynku. Ee namna Obut oueHb paljOHaJIbHBIM UEJIOBEKOM M BCerga TpeboBaj OT Hee JyMarb,
npexkae 4YeM Jenath, U He oanaBathcsl ummyJjbcaM. [loatomy Bertu pemua, 4to moroBopur ¢
Py6ameunrukom nosxe U Bce HeyJOOHBIE BOPOCH TOKE 3aJaCT MOTOM. A ceruac ed HaJlo HATH
CJIEJIOM 32 HUM M HH B KOEM CJlyyae He NMOTepsITh U3 BHJA €ro KPaCHO-YEPHYIO KJIeTuaTylo pyoamky 1
IUTHHHBIE OeJible BOJIOCHI.

- Bertu, He oTcTaBait! — PyOameunuk orysiycs. — Tebe Tsokeno uatu? Xouenb B3SITh MEHs 3
pyky?

— Ecnu moxHo! — Bertu Buenuiace B ero jaaoHs. K ee yxkacy, ee cobcTBeHHast ajiomka Oblia
BJIKHOM OT noTa. Betep Oui B 1ULO, U HATH OBIJIO HE TOJBKO XOJIOAHO, HO U TPYIHO, IPUXOJUIIOCH
Npeo10JieBaTh €ro Harmop, YToObl cAeaTh CIeqyIOMUH mar.

— Bertpa 3necp nyoT no yacam! — kpukHyJ1 Pybameunuk, npogosskas HATH Bliepel. — DTO
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TaTraBuT, OH CKOPO JOJKEH 3aKOHUMTHCS. Cambld 3710M U3 BETPOB!

— A uTo0, ecTb u HoOpbIe?

— KoneuHno, ects! Korpa nogyer JJupTraBuTt, Tl Cpa3y MONMENIb: OH TEIUIbIA U MSTKUH, JOOPbIH,
KaK yJbIOKa MaTepH Wik pykH HsiHH. Ho Geperuch I'aBuTaHMpa: OH MOX0X Ha cBoero Opara
JMpTraBuTa, HO JIMIIbL NPUTBOPSIETCSI MIATKUM. Ha camoMm nienie oH KOoBapeH H 301.

— Kak Betep MoxeT ObITb KOBapHbIM?

— OH MeHseT JMHUH B X0JIMax.

— Kakue nunnn?

— Buaumb TponuHKy, Mo KOTOpoH Mbl Haem? — PybameyHuk nokasas BHU3, U BeTTH TojbKo
ceflyac oOpaTuia BHUMaHHE Ha TO, YTO OHH MAYT MO Y3€HbKOH, KPENKO BBITONTAHHON JOPOXKKE. —
IToka He 3amyn I'sBUTaHUp, MBI MOXKEM CIIOKOMHO MATH Briepen. Ho notom npupercs aenatb
HepeablKy U U3y4aTb MECTHOCTb 3aHOBO. OH NPUHOCHUT NEpEMEHBI U OeCIOPSIAOK.

— Kakoi Bpeaubiii BeTep, — Bo3MyTHIach berTu.

— Ilpocto oH OyHTapb, — yJbIOHYJICS Pybameynuk, nouemy-To NocMOTpeB NpH 9ToM Ha berTu.
— Hy a uetBepThifi BeTep? OH ecTb?

— Koneuno. Ero 30ByT Tao0cbep, H OH camoe paBHOAYITHOE CO3TaHUE U3 BCEX, KAKHE TOJBKO
BoAsITCS B TeHsiX. 3aTO HMEHHO OH IIPUHOCHUT C OKPAUH MOTEPSIHHbIE HUTH, U OJlaroiapsi eMy TakHe,
Kak s1, MOTYT MONBITATbCS] BEPHYTh CBOIO KHU3Hb.

BeTrTn npuoTKppLIa pOT U TYT ke 3aKpblia ero. [Jo 9Toro AHs ed B roJIoBy He IPUXOJHJIO, YTO
MO3KHO AyMAaTh O BETPE Kak O KUBOM cymecTBe. Ho 9TH BeTpbI SIBHO 1OKa3bIBAJIM € OOpaTHOE.
PyOameunuk okasascst npaB: o4eHb CKOpo TaTraBuUT ymuascs pous, Kyaa-To B cTopony Jleca.
HagepHsika y Hero 6bu10 eme MHoro fe B TeHsix. Ha Heckosibko MrHoBeHHH Bee cTHxJI0. bertH
NOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO BPEMSI BOKPYI' OCTAaHOBHJIOCh. PeIKy10 TpaBy Ha IyCTOIIN HUUTO HE MPUrHOaso K
3eMJie, Jake MaJIEHbKMH KaMyIleK He MeBeJHIcs o Horamu. OHHM Kak pa3 B300Opasiuch Ha
BO3BBIIIEHHOCTD, U OTTYJa OTKPBIBAJICS BUJ Ha OECKPAHHIOI XOJIMHCTYIO MECTHOCTD.

— Kyna nam tenieps? — THXO cnipocuia beTTH, npuxnumasich Kk PybameuHuky.

— Bnepen, — Tak ke THXO U OUEHb TBEPIO OTBETHJI OH.

Bertu 3aryisiHys1a CHU3Y BBEpX B €r'0 JIMIO: HA HEM OTpakajach PEIIMMOCTb HATH 0 KOHLA.
B03MOkHO, €ro Toxe Imyrajia HeM3BECTHOCTb. BeTTH 3akMypHIach Ha MTHOBEHHE, a KOTJa OTKpbLIa
J1a3a, TO yBHIENA, Kak MeHsieTcs nersax. C X0JIMaMH CJI0KHO KTO-TO UTpaJl B MSITHAIIKH, OHH
MEHSUTUCh MECTaMH, U TPOITMHKH M3rHOAJIMCh Tak OBICTPO, UTO IJ1a3 HE MOT' YJIOBUTh JIBH)KEHHE,
TOJIbKO MTHOBEHHYIO CMEHY MeH3axa.

— [lnoxo ngeno, — u3mMeHUBIUMCS ToJI0coM ckazan Pybameunuk. — [Mopsimok He ToT. Ceronus
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['sBuTaHUp Ha OEKYPCTBE. A s IymaJs, Mbl yCTIeeM K yOEKHIILy.

— 3nech ecTh yoexume?!

— Jla, HEKOTOpBIE XOJIMBI CJIMIIKOM CTapbl U JICHUBBI, U ['9BUTaHUP OOXOJIUT UX CTOPOHOH: eMy
COBCEM HE XOUETCSI C HUMH CBSI3bIBATBCSI, 1ake OH MOHUMAET, UTo 9TO Oecrosie3no. Ho Ham xoiM He
TaKOH. ..

— Yro ke nenath? — 3aBosHOBaNIach bertu. — bexars?

— He ycnieem, oH ciuimkoM ObICTpbIi!

BerTu crano ctpamno. Heyxenu oHu B JOByIIKe ?

— Ecnu I'BuTanup Hac 3aUenUT, UTO C HaMHu OyeT? — CIpocuia oHa.

Pybameynuk nokayvas rojoBom.

— 4 He 3Haw0. 4 Bcerpa ycneBas cripsiTaThCSl...

BetTn 3axxmypuiiace. Bapyr ee BHUMaHHe NIPUBJIEK HEOXKHIaHHbIH 3BYK. Lllypmanue u ckpexer,
TaKHe CTPAaHHbIE B 9TOM IyCTBIHHOM MecTe. YacTph X0JMa B3APOTrHYyia U OTKHHYJIACh B CTOPOHY, KaK
KpBbIIIKa OT OaHKH, OTKPbIBAsi MyTh B JIOBOJIHO TITYOOKYIO HODY.

— DW Bbl! — pasgascs OTTyAa 3BOHKHH IeBuuHi rojioc. — Cionia, 6bIcTpo! '9BUTaHHD MEJIUTh HE
craHer!

— U mbI He npoMe M, — noBecesien Pybameunuk. — Bettu, npeirai nepsast!

Bertu 3agepxkaina AbIxaHue U MPbIrHyJIa BHU3. XOTs yecTHee OyAeT cKa3aTb — MPOCTO CBAJIHIIACDH
KYJIEM, HO BHHM3Y €€ MOAXBAaTHJIM YEThIpe OJIEJHBIX U TOHKHX, TOYHO (hapOpOBbIX, PyKH H
OCTOPO’KHO MOCTaBHJIM Ha 3eMil0. PybOareynuk npeiray ciaefoM. Ero BBICOKMH poCT MO3BOJHI EMY
3aJABHHYTb 3eMJISTHOE OTBepcTHe. Hopa morpysuiiach B TEMHOTY, HO HEHAJJOJITO: CHavyaJla B ryOHHe
3aropeJics TOHKUH OTOHEK CBEYH, a IOTOM HECKOJIBKO HM3SIIHBIX HACTEHHBIX JIAMIL.

— I'me 910 MBI? — ornsaenach berTu. — Jla 31ech ke caMbli HACTOSIIUN 10M !

— DTO HaIll I0M, — M3 TEMHOTHI BbILLJIA IEBOYKA..

Ha Bup e#t Obi1o He O0JIbIIIe IECSITH JIET, a POCTOM OHA efBa noxoauia bertu no reua. Y Hee ObutH
JUITMHHBIE KAIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, COOpPAHHbIE B KPACHBbIE KOCHI, M HEXKHO-TOJTyOO€ TlaThe B 000pKax.
Ho 6oabme Bcero bettu nopas3uin ee OrpoMHbIe CHHHE IJ1a3a C TAKUMH YEPHBIMH PECHHLIAMH, KAKHUX
B IIPHpOJi€ OOBIUHO U HE ObIBAET.

— 51 Mapu-DHH, — npecTaBHIaCch I€BOYKA U CeJlaja U3SIIHBIA KHUKCEH.

— U s Mapu-2HH, — npoiedeTasn TOUHO TaKOH ke roJyioc 3a cnuHor berru.

Bertu oGepHynach 1 He cymeia ciepKaTh yIUBICHHOTO BOCKJIMIAHUS: 32 HEH OKa3aaach TOYHAS
KOIIHSI IEPBOH JI€BOYKH.

— Bot 310 1a, — BockMKHYy1 Pybamevnuk u xjaonHy:a B gagomu. — Mx gsoe!
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— Hac nBoe, — kuBHy1a nepBasi Mopu-OHH. — Ho Mbl He cecTpbl U He OJIM3HEIBI. DTO UTOOBI y Bac
HE CJIOKHIIOCH O HAC MTPEBPATHOIO MHEHHSI.

— Kak tak? — pacrepsinace bettu.

E# kazanock, 4To OIMHAKOBbBIE IEBOUKH MOTYT OBITh TOJIBKO CeCTpamMH-Ou3HeaMy. [|BOHHSIIIIKAMH.
A xax xe eme?

— 5l — 910 OHa! — coobmmia nepBast Mapu-2HH U MOKasaja Ha BTOPYIO JEBOUKY.

— A oHa — 9TO 51, — BeceJsio AoOaBuIa BTOpasl.

— JlaBaiite, uTOOBI BaC HE MyTaTh, Mbl Oy1eM Ha3biBaTh TeOs1 MopH, a Tebs1 — DHH? — BMemancs
Pybameynuxk.

JleBOUKH MeperJisiHyIMCh U HEYBEPEHHO KHUBHYJIH.

— Bor u cnaBHo!

— A BBl KTO? — XOPOM CHPOCHJIA OHH.

— Menst HaspiBalOT PyOameunuk, a 910 — bertu Boiin. Mel nmem gopory k Ctapon Llepksu.

— Torpa Bbl nonanu no agpecy! — obpanoBanacs Mapu.

— M1 3HaeM Bce Tipo XosmMbl. Mbl faxe cienanud Kapty TeHed, — nobaBuia DHH.

— Hpnure 3a Hamu, — Mopu cxBaTuia 3a pyky bertu. Pyka y Hee Oblia oueHb XoJyi01Hasl.

OHH B3s1J1a 0[] JIOKOTh PyOameynuka v nosesa Bepes, B caMylo I1yOb TEMHOH Memephl.

I'masa 8.

Bosnbie Bcero betTu nopasuiu gaxe He ABe OAMHAKOBBIE IEBOUKH, a TO, UTO B MEIIepe Y HUX ObLI
uesibid 1om. OHa pasriisiabiBajia CTOJ, CTYJIbs, OOJIbIIYI0 KPOBAaTh U Y JOOHbIE MOJIOUKH C YAHHHUKOM H
JIBYMsI yalllkaMH U HeJloyMeBasa: oTKyAa Takoe B TeHsix? OHa BUaesa JOCTATOYHO, UTOOBI PEIIUTD,
YTO UBHJIM3ALMS CI0JIA elle He A00paiach.

Mbspu B3sijla YalHHK C TIOJIKK W, BCTPETUBIIMCH B3MJISIIOM C BeTTH, OTBeTHIIa HA HEBBICKA3aHHBIN
BOIPOC:

— Bce Bokpyr cosnano u3 Hamux Hutedn [Tamsaru. [TlosTomy He yIuBISHCS CHIIBHO.

Jlerko ckazatb — He yauBisiiicst! PyOaleuHuk 3akanuisijicsi, yciblliaB Takoe oObsicHeHHe, U bettu
noadexasa, 4ToObl MOXJIONATh €ro no crnyuHe. OTAbIIIABIIMCH, PyOalmeuyHuk CrpoCcuit:

— Kak BbI Tak ucnosnb3yere Hutu? S capimarn, yto nogoOHOe BO3MOKHO, HO BEb 9TO 3HAUUT
HaBCErJla pacCTaTbCsl CO CBOUMH BOCIIOMHHAHHUSIMH. ..

— ¥ Hac ecTh HEKOTOPBIH pe3epB, KOTOPHIM MOKHO MOKEPTBOBATh, — 00bsiCHUIA JHH. — K Tomy

’Ke MHE COBCEM He 00513aTeJIbHO MOMHUTD 9TOT CTOJI. OH HUYEM He TOMOXKET, ecJid OyIeT B MOeH
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MaMsTH. A CHIETh 32 HUM ropa3fio NpUsITHEE.

— W MHe npusiTHEE craTh HA MSITKOM KPOBATH, a HE BCIIOMUHATD O HEH, €Kach Ha KOJIIOUEH XBOE
Jleca! — noGaBuna Mapu 1 Havasia pa3iuBaTh MO YalIKam Yau.

210 ObLT caMblil HacTOSsIKH Yak! ['opsiunil, x0T BeTTH NOHATHS HEe UMesia, OTKYAAa OHH B3SUTH BOLY
¥ 3aBapKy. Ho oTBeT Toke Halescs NpocTo: B YaHHHUKE CHSLT KYCOUEK HHUTH.

— DT0 Hala namMsiTh O yae, — CKasaja JHH U NPOTsiHyJa yamky Pybameunuxky.

— Mbl NOMHHM OYEHb MHOTO Yasi, O9TOMY MEHUTE, HE CTECHSIUTECh: HAM XBATHT €lIe HagoJIro, —
Mbspu nipuriyiacuia bettu k croy.

Bertu nogHecna vamky k rydam. To oKasajicsi O4eHb XOPOLIMH Yal, TaKOH Y4acTo MOAABAIH K
CTOJy y Hee JoMa. Y BeTTH KOMOK MOAKATUII K TOPJY OT 9THUX Mbicjied. OHa BAPYT BCIIOMHMJIA
pOAHTEJIEN H MOHSIA, KaK CHJIBHO COCKYYHJIACh MO JOMY, 1O yiuue Beicokux OcHH, No cocensiM U
Jaxe 1no 3agaBake JHuM Mopar. Eii 3ax0Tesioch CHOBa OKa3aThCsl B CBOEH KOMHATE C YEPHBIMH
HaBOJIOUKAMH, HaJIeTh HAHOTCKOE MapaJHOE MJIaThe U €CTh Uy JECHBIH TOPT, 3aKa3aHHBIH CTIEHHATBHO
IJISL Hee.

OH MOprHyJia, POroHsis CJIe3bl, ¥ MOAHSJIA roJIoBYy. PybameHuk cMoTpest Ha Hee B yIop, U B €ro
YyJIECHBIX CEepBIX rja3ax yHTanach TpeBora. beTTu yapiOHyIach emMy U caenasa eme rJI0TOK vasl.
Pybameunuk ¢ coMHeHHeM OTBe B3rJIsi U OOpaTHIICS K OJIM3HSIIIKAMMU:

— Pacckaxute Ham, KTO Bbl Takue? Eciii Bbl He cecTpbl, TO KTO Bbl Torga? I HUKorga o Bac He
CJIbIIIAJI, XOTSI YK€ JaBHO B TeHsIX.

— Mb1 — Mopu-2HH, — cKa3zana DHH 3a 00enx. — M Mbl mouTH HU ¢ KeM 31iech He obmaemcsi. Ham
noctatouHo apyr apyra. Ipyrue CruieTeHHble OeraioT U UIMyT CBOKO MaMsiTh,  HAM U TYT XOPOLIO.
Mpl HEe XOTHM 0OpaTHO, XBATUT C HAC.

— To ecTp, moHauaay Mbl TOXKE UCKAIH CBOIO NMaMSITh, @ IOTOM PELIUJIH ClIeJaTh BOT 9TO BOT. —
BCTaBuiIa Mapu.

— Boo0ime-To s 0kazanachk 31ech epBOH, — BHECJIa YTOUHEHHE DHH, — U HEKOTOPOEe BpeMst
Oponuia B XoJMax U HCKaJia CBOM HUTH. Ho ux Obl10 oueHs masio.

— Bce notomy, uto Tkauuxa emie He cruiesia MeHsl. A Korja cruiejia i Mbl BCTPETHUIIMCh, Mbl
PEIIM, UTO TAaK HAMHOTO JIyYllIe.

— U Bce-Taku s1 He noHuMar... Kaxk 9710 nosyuunocs? — gonbiThiBasicsi PybamieuHuk.

berTu cnymana mosua. E# 10 xyTH ObLJIO HHTEPECHO, UTO K€ CKaXyT MopH 1 DHH.

— Boobmie Mbl Korjaa-To ObUTH OJHOH JIEBYIIKOM MO0 UMEHH Mapu-DHH, — 00BbsCHHIIA, HAKOHEIl,
OHH. — W onnax el Tkaurxa Hayasia MJIECTH HaIy KU3Hb. HO Mbl — TOrja eme s1 0gHa — MOHSIH,

YTO MPOUCXOOHUT, DOCTATOUHO paHO U PCIINIIH 60pOTbCH. Mbl, TO €CTb 4, IOHUMaJIH, YTO IIJICTCHUEC
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— 9TO cMepTesbHast 00JIe3Hb, OT KOTOPOH HEJb3s1 COeKaTh, HO MOKHO OTCPOUHTh. Mapu-HH Oblia
BpauoM, HO MeuTaja nucaTb KHUrH. [loaTomy Ham yganoch co3gath BTOPYIO JMYHOCTD U CIIPSTATD
ee B rJ1yOuHe nepBoi, uToObl Tkaunxa He 3ametuna. Tak nossunace Mapu. U, korga Tkaunxa
cruiesia DHH U yramuia ee B Tenn, Mapu octasach KHUTb Hally KH3Hb B HAIIEM TeJie.

— MBI BbIMIpajii HECKOJIBKO JIeT! — ropno ckasana Mapu. — 3a 9To BpeMs 1 ycIesa HanucaTb
kHUry o Tkaunxe. BepHee, 51 Tak ee He Ha3bIBaJla, 51 UCMOJIb30BaJIa CEPbE3HbIE HAYUYHbIE TEPMHUHBI 151
TOT0, YTOOBI OMHCATh CBOE COCTOSIHUE, HO CYTh ObLIa Ta XKeE.

— Kuwura crana 6ectcennepom, a Mapu-2HH npociaBUiach Ha BECb CBET!

— H norom yxe Tkaunxa MeHs 3aMeTHJIa U Aoruiena. Tam, MpU3HaThCsl, HEMHOI'O OCTaBaJIOCh, HO
9TO TOTO CTOUJIO!

— C Tex nmop Mbl KHBEM 3]1€Ch, B X0JIMaXx.

Pyb6ameunuk u bettn neperisinyiuce. [1o ero pactepsiHHoMy B3rJisiny beTTH nossuia, 4to HCTOPUS
yepecuyp HEBEpOsITHA axke [JIs1 HEro, BpPOJe KaK MECTHOTO KHTEJIsl, BCSIKOE MOBUAABILIETO.

— Me:xay NpoYHuM, KOTia Mbl BCTPETHIIUCh, TO OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO Mbl COBEPIIEHHO pa3Hble, — CKa3ajia
OHH.

— OnHa BEYHO CO MHOM CMIOPUT! — TYT k€ CKasaja MapH, U JEBOUYKH 3aCMESIJIHCD.

— A CKOJIbKO BaM ObLIO JIET, KOTJa Bac CIUIeNH? — 3acTeHuHBO crpocuiia bettu. OHa He Oblia
yBepeHa, HACKOJIbKO BEKJIMBO 3a[aBaTh TAKHE BOMPOCHI, HO JOOOMBITCTBO MEPECHIUIIO: TEBOUKH
BBITJISIIESM TAKUMH MOJIOJIBIMH, HO MO UX paccKa3aM BBIXOAMJIO, UYTO OHH MPOKUIIM JOJTYIO KHU3Hb.
— Ham? — neBouku neperisinyamcb. — Mbl He TOMHHUM!

— Ho mHoro, — ckasana DuH. — 4 Oblia y:ke B3pociasi, Korja nomnaia cioa.

— A s eme crapme! — nobaBuia Mapu.

Bertu nogymaina, yTo He Takue YK OHH M OAMHAKOBBIE. DHH BCEIAa OCTaBaJIaCh CEPbE3HOM, Jaxe
€CJIM cMesiiach, a MapH 3a10pHO yJiblOaiach, U rj1as3a y Hee cBepkaid. CnyTaTh UX TENepb,
MO3HAKOMHBIIHCH MOOJIHKE, OBUIO CJIOKHO.

— I[Touemy BbI TOTAA BBITJISIAUTE TaK... MOJIOJO? — Cy/sl IO TOHY Bomnpoca, Pybameunuk Toxe
omyian cedsi He B CBOEH Taperike.

— MBbI BBITAIIMIIM 9TOT 00pa3 U3 Hallled MaMsITH, — KaxkeTcsi, 00pagoBaiach BONPOCY JHH. —
Tounee, 51 BpITalMIIA, KOTJa OKa3auach 31ech, a MapH NOHPABUIIOCH. DTO ObUIO CYACTIIUBOE BpEMS,
0e33a00THOE 1eTCTBO. UTO MOXKET OBITH JIyullle: HOCUTD IJIaThsl U OBITh MOXOKEH Ha KyKJ1y?

Bertu HesameTHO momopmuiaack. OHa OblIa yBEpeHa, UTO BCe, UTO YTOIHO, JIyulle, YeM ObITh
noxoser Ha KykJy. Ho, k cuactbio, Mopu U DHH HE HHTEPECOBAIUCH €€ MHEHHEM. DHH BOOOIIe

OoJpiie obpamanach kK Pybameunuky, uem K HeH: KaxeTcsl, OH el moHpaBwics. A Mapu crapanach
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obOpamath 60JbllIe BHUMaHHS Ha BeTTH, HO Mo OOJIBIIEH YacTH ee B3TJIsia ObLT MPHKOBAH K DHH.

— Mp1 naxe He moOJaroJapuiIk Bac 3a cacenue! — croxsatuics PyOameunuk. — S Tak goaro He
6bu1 B X0JIMax, UTO eliBa He yroaui B 6exy, Aa u beTTtu 3a coboi notamui. Eciu Obl He Bbl, HaM Obl
XY 10 IPUILIOCH!

— DHH cpa3y cKasajia: HaBepHsIKa UM UTO-TO OUYEeHb Ha/0, HHaue Obl OHU HE MOJIEe3JIH MPSIMO MO
I'BuTanup. Bam ke 4TO-TO OUEHb HAAO? — MPSIMO CHIpOCHIa MapH.

— Ha, — otBetuna bettu 3a Pybameunrka. — Ham ouenp Hanmo nonacts k Ctapoi LlepkBu kak
MO3KHO CKOpee. — Y MeHsl oueHb Majio BpeMmenH. [lonumaete, s monana cioga xuBbeM. [Ipormuia
yepe3 cepaue TeHel, u Tenepb PyOameunrk — Mbl OAPYKUTUCH B Jlecy — TbITaeTCsl BBIBECTH
MeHst 00paTHO 10MOH. A ecyu Tkaunxa MeHs CIUJIETET, 51 OCTAaHYyCh 3[IECh HaBCET Ja.

— Ho ecm Tkaunxa Te0s1 yxe TIeTeT, Kakasi pasHuIa? — rnoxasa rieuyamd JHH. — [lHem Ooutbine,
nHeMm Menbe. OcTtaBancs 31€eCh.

— M1 3atem u uneM k Crapoit Llepksu, — nosichun Pybameunuk. — Crapbie 6aiiaisl raacsir, 4To
TaM eCTb IPOX0/J1, yepe3 KoTopbid Tkaunxa He MOKeT JOTsIHYTbes. st BeTTu 910 masc.

Mb5pH 1 DHH NEPETJISIHY JIHCh.

— XOopomuo, — PEeNHTeNIbHO CKasajaa DHH. — MBbl BaM IOMOXKEM, IIOTOMY YTO Bbl HAM ITOHPABHJIHCD.
Mbspu, npuHecH Hamy Kapry.

Mbspu ucuesna B riiyOuHe Neniepsl U 4yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi BepHYJIach ¢ OOJIbIIHM, CBEPHYTHIM B
TpyOouKky suctoM. OHa pasyiokuia ero Ha ctoJie, U bertu ¢ Pybameynukom CKJIOHWINCH Hajl HEH.
— Bor 910 ga, — npomentan PybameuHuk ¢ BOCTOPromM B rojioce. — DTO U B CaMOM JeJie KapTa

Teneit! I[loBepHUTh HE MOTY, UTO BUKY €€ CBOUMH IJIa3aMH...

I'masa 9.

DTo W BIpaBAy OKasajach caMasi HacTosimas kapta Tener. PybOaimeuynuk HeTOBEPUHBO MPOBET
MaJbIEM M0 NMEepervieTaAIUMCS YEPHBIM JIMHUSIM U IOCMOTpes Ha Mapu:

— IIpocTo HeBeposiTHO. Kak Bbl CMOTJIM COCTABUThH €€, €CJIM BCE BPEeMs CHIUTE 3/1eCh?

— Bo-nepBbIX, s yke roBopuia: Mbl He cpa3y ocesiM B X0Jmax, — 3acCMeslach B OTBET JHH. — A
BO-BTOPBIX, CI0JIa KTO TOJIbKO He nmonagaeT!

— MBbI cTapaemcsl noMorath Bcem, — nojaxBaTwia Mapu. — BeTpa Takue Henpeackasyemble.

— A elle HaM HHTEPECHO, MOJYUYHUTCS JIH Y KOro-HUOY Ib MOJIHOCTBIO coOpaTh cebst o0paTHO!

— BoT Tbl, — M>5pH BBITSIHYJIa PYKY C BBICTABJICHHBIM BIIEPE/l YKa3aTeIbHBIM MaJbLEM H C CHIION

TKHyJa PyOameunrka B mieuo. — Tebe MHOro octanoch?

28



— 1 Hageloch, UTO HEe OueHb, — YJBIOHYJICS OH. — HO MOMCKH noceHUX HUTEH MOTYT 3aTSIHYThCSI
Ha LieJTy10 Be4HOCTb. M cBOe MMS 51 Tak U HE BCIIOMHHIL

— Hmst — epynaa. BaxkHO TOJIBKO TOUHO 3HATh, K€M ThI SIBJISICIIBCS U KYAA Thl HACIIb.

— B Tensix ¢ aTum npobiiema, — yibiOka Pybameunrka ocnerisiia, Ho beTTu BOpyr 3aMeTnia, 4ro
IJIa3aMH OH OCTaBAJICS Cepbe3eH. — 3JeCh s1 HUKYJa HE Uy U HUKEM He SIBJISIIOCh.

— Henpasnouka Bama! — cTyKHYyJIa KyJJAKOM IO CTOJIy DHH U HAXMYypPHUJIa CBOH KYKOJIbHbIE OpOBH.
— Bot npsimo cettuac Tbl unems Brepea, k Ctapoi uepksu. U sBisiembest mnpoBogHukoM bertu.
BoT, cuurait u oTBeT TeOe Hamencs.

— Ho 310 BpemeHHbIH OoTBeT!

— A TBI XOTEN NOCTOSIHHBIA? Be3 nepemeH HeT ku3HU. M BBIXOOB U3 CI0KHOCTEH TOKE HET.

OHH nieperJisinyiach ¢ Mapu, ¥ OHU 00€ pelIuTeIbHO KUBHYJIH, TPSIXHYB KAIITAaHOBBIMH KOCAMH.

— HeJb3s BBIATH B Ty ke OBEPb, B KOTOPYIO Bowles, — Mpooyikuia Mapu. — Ham notpebosasnoch
MHOT'0-MHOTO JIET, YTOOBI 9TO MOHSIT.

— Jles1o He B TOM, UTO Thl BO3BpALIAEIIbCsl OTKYAA-TO H3MEHEHHbIM, — MOTOPOIUIACH JOOABUTh
OHH. — Bce no-npyromy: €cjid Thl HE TIOMEHSIEIIbCSI, Thl HE HaUEIb BEpPb.

Bertu pactepsiHHO cMOTpea Ha OM3HSIIEK U HEe IOHMMaJla HUUEro U3 UX CJIOB.

— UYTo 51 HOJKHA cOeNaTh, YTOOB BEPHYTHCS TOMOH? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

Cy s 1o BOMPOCHUTENBHBIM B3TJIs11aM, C KOTOPbIMU JHH, Mapu 1 PyOameuHik NOBEpHYJIUCH K HeH,
OHH HAUMCTO 3a0BUIH O €€ CyIeCcTBOBaHUH. beTTn oropueHHo MoprHyJja. Pybameunuk onomHuics
NEepPBbIM U CKOPOTOBOPKOH MPOU3HEC:

— Tw1 pomxHa obomtu Crapyio LlepkoBb npeBpaTHO, KOHEUHO.

— A nmanexo 1o "Hee UaTH?

— 3aBHCHUT OT yrJia 3peHHsi, — cKasasa Mapu M yKasaja najbLeM Ha TOUKy Ha Kapte. — U eme
OTKYyJa Thl BbIAAEIIb. XOJIMbl OUEHb IEPEMEHUMBDI, 3HACLIb JIH.

— B nm06om ciiyuae, BaM ITpeACTOUT MPOUTH Uepe3 Bce X0Jmbl, moTomy uto Crapas LlepkoBb cTOUT
OUEHb JAJIEKO, 32 HUMH. Tak Janeko, 4To Mbl CaMH TyJja HUKOT'1a He XOIWJIH, — J100aBHIa DHH.

— MBbI HaHecJIM ee Ha KapTy, IOTOMY UTO BCe JIereH Ibl TOBOPSIT, UTO OHA TaM ecTb. Ho camu He
BUJICJIH U HE TIOPYUHUMCSI, UTO 9TO HE BBIAYMKH. — M9pH npouepTuia najblem JHHHD. — BoT
oTciofa Jiyumie BoIMTH. Ham Xosm 3/1ech BBIXOAUT Ha paBHUHY, KOTOpYIO 001000Ban s ce0st
Taobcbep. EMy Oyzet Bce paBHO, €CJiM BO BpeMsl €ro JeKypCTBa KTO-TO BbIHIET B XOJIMBI, U 9TO
MECTO JOCTATOYHO POBHOE, YTOOBI HATH MPSIMO U HU pa3y He cOuThes. Ecnu LlepkoBp u nmpasaa
€CTb...

— LepkoBb npaBaa ects, — nepedun Pybameunnk. — 4 Bungen ee ceormMu rinasamu. Ho 51 tak xe
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Bunen u Tonu, u BeuepHuit MOCT. MBI TOJKHBI TOMACTh HA MOCT TaK, UTOOBI HU MIary He CTYIHUTh B
Tomu, uHaue Mbl BCce MOTHOHEM, HE TOBOPS yke 0 beTTH.

— Kakue eme Tonu? — naxmypunaco bettu.

1o 9TOro MOMeHTa pasroBOp MeJ TOJIbKO Mpo Oy aaonpe XoaMbl U OyHCTBYIOIIHE BETPa, U C
HUMH OHA Kak-To yxke cMupuiack. Ho Tonu ctanu 1j1st Hee yeM-TO HOBBIM.

— Tomnwu... — 3amsuacy OHH.

— Tomnu 910 Tomnu, — npuen ed Ha noMonib Pybameunuk. — Tbl ke MOMHHIIb, KaK UyBCTBOBAJIa
cebs, Korga moHsuia, uro Tkauuxa Tebs mieteT?

bertu KuBHynA.

— 51 OblyIa B OTUASIHUH M ITOCTOSIHHO IIJIaKaJIa.

— A Teniepp?

— Hexkorpma mue Tenepsp miakartb. S BeIOpaThest oTcioga xouy!

Pybameunuk paccmesuicst:

— Bor! Monogeu, 6oeBoit ayx! Toabko Mbl BCe paHO WK MO3[IHO YCTABAJH OT OTYASIHUS U CJIE3.
Hnaue Obl HUKTO HE MOT JJaXKe MOMBITAThCS UTO-TO U3MEHHTh. A KyJa JieJach BCsS TOCKA U Mevaib?
— Tonu — 910 60JIB BCEX-BCEX-BCeX, KOoro Tkaunxa Korjaa-auoo cruiena, — rpycTHO cKasaa
Mbspu. — U ecnu yroguth B JIOBYIIKY, HUKOTAAa OTTYAa He BbiOepembesi. HeT Huuero 6osee
3aTATUBAIONIETO, YeM uyxkoe oTuasiHie. Co CBOUM ThI elle MOKellb MornpodoBath nodopotsesi. Ho
qyK0oe 0J0JIEET TeOsI B CUNTAHHBIE MUHYTHI.

— Torpa s1 TouHO HEe X04y MPOBaNUThHCS B Tonu, — noexunace beTTu.

— [Mostomy mbl B Tomu 1 He noiaem, — Pybameuynuk noctyuasn HOrtem no kapre. — BeuepHuit
MOCT NIOTOMY TaK Ha3bIBa€TCsl, YTO MOSIBJISIETCS TOJIBKO MO Beuepam. A B X0JIMax BCEra CyMEpPKH,
MO03TOMY BeYep MOKHO TOJIbKO BBIUMCIIUTH... UK HafiesThCsl Ha ynauy.

— Ckopee ykx Beuep MPUXOAMT, KOr[1a MOSIBJISIETCS. MOCT, YeM MOCT TOSIBJISIETCS MO, Beuep, —
TpsAXHYJIA KyapssMu DHH. — CoBepiieHHO Oe3ymHast 3aTesl.

— MpiI ¢ ToOOH ocTaHeMcs1 311eCh B OyieM MUTh Yad, — yCIIOKaUBaloIIe MOTJaguiia ee 1o PyKaBy
Mb>pH 1 HaTKHYJIaCh Ha SIPOCTHBIM B3TJISIA:

— Mui?! Mapu! Onomuuce! Eciin Mbl ocTaneMcst 31ech U OyeM MUTh Yad, Mbl HUKOTJJA B )KU3HH HE
y3HaeM, UYeM BCe 3aKOHUMJIOCh. Thl XOuelb HaBCera OCTaThCsl B HEBEIEHHH !

Py6Gameunuk HaXMypHIICSI B CKPECTHII PYKH Ha TPYJIH, pa3oM pacTepsiB BCIO BECEIOCTb.

— JleByIIKH, TaK HE FOJAUTHCS. Bam ¢ HaMu UATH ONAcHO.

— Tl KTO TakoH, 4YTOOBI HAM yKasbIBaTh?! — DHH BCs MbUIaja OT MPaBEJHOr0 BO3MYyIIeHus1. [ 1a3a

€€ ropeJiv, MeEKH paCKpaCHEJIHMChb, H OHA IMOKa3aJIaCb bertu eme KpaCHBeﬁ..
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Mbspu pacTepsiHHO CTOsIIa MO3adu C YaHHUKOM B pPyKax W MepeBOAMIIA B3IJIsiT C DHH HA
Py6ameunuka u oOpaTHO.

— 41 tor, KTO uepe3 9Tu X0oJMBbI XOAUJ! — OTBETHJI, HAKOHell, Py0aleuHuk, U oT rojioca ero
MOBESIJI0 MOPO3HBIM X0JI010M. — H 3Hal0, UTO TaM He MECTO JIJIs MAJIEHbKUX JIEBOUEK.

— Cyauib BceX MO BHEIMHOCTH, KOBOOH? — B3besiach DHH. — MOKET, Mbl U BBITJISIAUM KaK
¢apdopoBbie KyKJbl, HO MbI HA CAMOM JieJie COBCeM He Takue. M moxuiu, MoxeT ObITb, TOOOIbIIE
TeOsl.

— 3aTo0 s He pacXOyIo CBOIO MaMsITh Ha Oe3aeymKH!

— 3aTo MBI HE KOJUIEKLIMOHUPYEM O€30yMHO €JUHCTBEHHBIN KUBOH pecypc, a 0Opaiaem ero Xxotb
BO YTO-TO MOJIe3HOE!

— THuX0-THXO-TUXO! — BKJIMHHJIACh MeXk1y HUMH beTTH, rotoBas yke pasHUMaTh APAauyHOB.
Cama betTu noutu He gpanach, HO BOT B IIKOJIE napy pa3 ObiBaiu Oosbiuve gpaku. [ocne sToro
BCEr/ia CIy4aJMCh NPO(PHIAKTHYECKHE Pa3rOBOPbl CO BCEMH POAUTENSIMH cpasy, U beTTu uacto
NPUJIETAIIO 32 9TOT OECHOPSAOK: BCE Ke €€ POAUTENH ObUIH OYEHb 3aHSITHIMH JilogpbMH. [10sTOMY OHA
Ha IyX He mepeHocuia apaku. Tem Oonee, celuac 9TO ObLJIO SIBHO JIMIIHUM.

— MHe Hapo cnemmTh! Tkaunxa MeHs IieTeT! — MOYTH KPUKHYJIA OHA. — A BbI TYT CIIOPHUTE
HEHU3BECTHO O uem!

Pyb6ameunuk cmyTuics.

— berTu npasa. [laBaiiTe noTOponumcs.

OHH TOPKECTBYIOLIE YXMbLIbHYJIACh U IOOEAHO BCKUHYJIA PYKH BBEpX:

— Mbopu, ynaky# KapTy ¥ YalHHK, Mbl HAEM B PHKJIIOUEHHE !

I'masa 10.

bBerTu BhinuIa U3 X01MoB nocyienHer. Pybameunuk nmogan el pyKy, U OHa, OATSIHYBIIKCH,
yXBaTHJIaCh CBOOOTHOM JIAJIOHBIO 32 CKOJIb3KMH JIEPH, yIepsiach KOJEHOM B MOKPYIO 3eMJIIO U BbITaia
Ha BJIQXKHYIO TPaBYy.

— 3aech men qoxap? — cnpocuia oHa. — TyT MOKpo.

— Bcraaii, npoctyaumbes! — 3atepeOuna ee Mapu.

— DTO HEe JOXKIb. DTO poca.

— U sta poca?.. — beTTH cena Ha TpaBy H OrJIsIAENaCh.

— Hammw cnespl. [la Tol U caMa yike noHsina, — PyOameunuk noxan miedamud. — CMOTpH-Ka, Te0sl B

CKOpOM BpeMeHH OylieT BOooOIe HUUEM He Y TUBHUTD!
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— Ecan yecTHO, MHE ceHYac COBCEM HE XOUETCS yAUBISTHCS.

— berth, norigem. Ha 3emne npaBaa jyuie He CHAETh, — DHH 3aKHHYJIA HA MJIEY0 KOTOMKY C
YaHUKOM U KapTOH M MOCMOTpeJia BAAJIb, HA MeperuieTeHHe MePLAIOIIHX CepeOpsIHbIX HUTEH. —
Kaxk noHsITh, KaKkasi U3 HUX MpaBHJIbHAS?

— Ipome npocToro, — ckaszayn PybameuHuk u BBIOpOCHI pyKy BBepX. TOoTUac ke oJlHa U3 HUTEH
ynaja emy B JIaiOHb. — JTO Hama. BocTounas.

— MBbI nokHbl TOponuThCs. Poca TaeT Ha ria3ax. OHa Bcerga BbllafaeT nepej TeM, Kak npuaeT
TaoOchep U MpUHECET HOBbIE HUTH. — HAXMYPHJIACh DHH.

Mbpu B3aporuyJa:

— Ciumkom goaro meainin. TaoOckep yke npuest.

Bertu HenoymeHnHo orysiaenacs. K Hell MeieHHO MOAIUIbIBAT (PHOJIETOBBIM CTYCTOK TyMaHa,
MOXOKHH Ha IpIMUATYIO TUTIOLIEBYIO OBLY — CPEJAHU €€ CTaphlIX JETCKHUX UIPyLIeK ObLIa MOX0xKasl.
— UT0 9T0? — MO CNHHE NEBOUKH MPOOEKas TPEBOKHBIH XOJIOIOK.

— 910 1 ecth Taobbep, paBHOAYIIHBIN BEeTEP, — OTBeTHJ PyOameunnk, HamaTbiBasi Ha PyKy
NMyTEeBOAHYI0 HUTh. BUIHO OBLIO, UTO emMy 9TO gaBajioch Heserko. — [loxkanyicra, BeTTH, Ham HagO
criemuTh. M He B3myMai ero Tporatb, He B31y!...

Ho bBetTH y)e npoTsiHyJia pyKy | MOTJIanjia BeTep Mo TYMaHHOMY 3aTPHBKY.

— Emy rpycTHO, — CKaszajia OHa. — DTO H3-3a POChI?

— KoMy yrogHo cTaHeT rpycTHO OT 9TOH pOochl, — IpoBopyas PyOameunuk u 350Ko nosen
nieyaMu. — beTTH, caenan uto-HUOyAb ¢ 9TUM 00JIAKOM M TIOHJIEM, TIOKa y HaC €Ile €CTh BPeMsl.
— Ceiiuac, ceiuac, — oTo3Basiach betTu, He B cuiax pacctatbesi ¢ TaoOcbepomM. — A MOXKET ObITb,
OH IOUIET C HaMHU?

Py6ameunuk 3akatui riasa. beTTu cBap/MBo noaymala, yTo B HayaJle MyTH OH Ka3aJiCsi € HaMHOT O
6osee MuibiM. C Opyro# cTOpoHbl, IOKa OHHU ObUTH B Jlecy, BopuaTb U pyratbCsi ObUIO HE M3-3a Yero,
a B XoJmax Bce cTayio uHaue. Jlaxe HeOO CTajo MaJlaxUTOBO-3eJIEHBIM C CYMEPEUHO-CHHUMHU
oTOJIeCKaMH, 3UMHee, TsIKeI0e HeDO, OT KOTOPOro KPYy:KUJIach rojioBa U ObUIO TPYAHO Abmath. TyT
y JII0OOTrO XapakTep UCTIOPTHUTCSI.

OHa nmoHsIach HA HOTH U OTPSIXHYJIA IKHHCHI OT O0JOTHOM rpsi3d. BOTHHKH HENMPUSITHO XJTOMAJH,
HO B OCTaJIbHOM 3€MJIsI Ka3ajaach yCTOMUMBOW. PHOJIETOBBIA CIYCTOK TyMaHa JIbHYJ K Horam. Maspu
CMOTpEJIa Ha HEeTO C TeM e OTBpAIleHHEeM, C KOTOPbIM B3TJIsIAbIBAJIA KUXKY, TTAUKABIIYIO ee OeJbie
TyesbKH, DHH ke, Ka3alaoch, ¢ (pUIOCO(PCKUM CIOKOUCTBUEM MPHHSIIA HOBOE MOJIOKEHUE Al

— Bort kak nosyuaeTcsi, — ckasajia oHa U yJblOHyJach. — YeTBepo Hac ¥ BeTep. Xopoas ke y

Hac KOMITaHHud !
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— I'naBHOe, 4TOOBI 9TOT BeTep HE HaBeJsl Ha Hac TKkauuxy, — Mojesuics onaceHusIMH PyOameuHuk,
HO DHH TOJIbKO PYKOH MaxHyJia:

— 910 %€ Taobcrep. Ero Touno He BosHyeT Tkaunxa U ee kejaaHusi, H OXOTHHKH €ro He BOJIHYIOT.
EMy MHTEepecHbl HUTH...

— Cupimib ? — obpatunace beTtH k 061aky. — Tam, Kyna Mbl uaem, OyJ1eT MHOTO pa3HbIX
Hured. [lorpems ¢ Hamu?

H et nokasanoce, 4To IpIMuaTasi OB€Ubsl rOJI0Ba KUBHYJIA.

— OH uuer c Hamu! — TBEpIO CKa3aja OHa.

— C namu Tak ¢ Hamu. Hago MHe TyT criopbl pa3sBoguTh, — PyOameuHuk BbIrsiaesn
pasgocagoBaHHBIM, HO CMHUpHBIIMMCSL. HUTD B ero nagoHu cusiia v pBanach Bnepen. — Ho Mbl
JOJIKHBI CTICIIHTD.

U onu nonutm Briepe s, yepes OecKkpadHUe TEMHO-3eJIeHble TOMKHE X 0JIMbI, B KOTOpbIX berTn
3amyTajach yKe 4epes epBbIH JECSATOK Maros. Mapu MUPOKO 1Iaraja BIepeay, YyTKHYBIIHCD B
TYCKJIO MEPLAIOIIYIO B TYMaHE KapTy, U BpEMsI OT BPEMEHH HallpasJisila CITy THUKOB, B3MaXHBasl
NpaBoH U J1IeBOH pyKo# no ouepenu. MHorgja oHa HauuHasa crnopuTh ¢ Pybameuynukom, Korga kapra
U MyTeBOJIHASl HUTb MOKAa3bIBAIH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, HO KAKMM-TO 00pa3oM OHHM CHOBA NPUXOJHIIH K
COTJIACHIO M MPOJOJIKAJIN UITH Bliepel. DHH 1UIa 0O JaJlb, HalleBasl O HOC H C HHTEPECOM
paccMaTpuBasi OKpeCTHOCTH. BeTTH B3siyia Ha pykH TymaHHOe o0s1ako Taobcbepa: XOTb € TaKUM
KOMITAaHPOHOM €H ObIJI0 ropasfo crokorHee. TaoOchep ObUT MEHbIIE U Ka3ajiCsl TAKUM Oe33alUTHBIM,
YTO OHa 3a0bIBasa, 4TO ObljIa MPOCTO JABEHAALATHIETHEH NEBOUKOH, UbIO KU3Hb C MUHYThbl HA MUHYTY
cruieteT TkauyMxa, ¥ Kasajach ceOe O4eHb B3POCJIOH H CMEJIOH.

Kneruartas cnvna Pybameynuka Masiuniia Biepeu pssaoM ¢ Mapu, Uy BeTTu Tak u He nosiBUII0Ch
KeJIJaHUs UOTH psioM ¢ HUM. HaoOopoT: oHa ykpenuiach BO MHEHHH, yTO PybameyHuk He Tak
NPOCT, KaK M0Ka3aJicsl €l BHayaJse, U Jiyulle el ObITb C HUM HaCTOPOIXKE.

Ho, onpenenenHo, gaxe Takou Apyr ObUT Jyulle, ueM HUKakoro apyra. Korga on obepHyJics uepes
IUIeYO, IUPOKO yJibiOasich, y bertu exnysno cepaue. Ero ceaple BOJOCH cllerka HAMOKJIH OT
BJIAKHOTO BO3[lyXa, a rjas3a, HA00OPOT, CUSUIH B NIPEABKYIIECHHH.

— CoBceM 0JM3K0 — M Tak Janeko! — Beceso noxanosaics oH. — C XoJmaMH HUKOTr Jja He
yrajgaemsp TOYHOE pacCTOsIHUE !

— Ho 181 Benp ckazain, uto yxe 0pu1 TaM? — cripocuia bertu, u Pybameunuk nosxan KOoCT/sIBBIMH
TUIeYaMH:

— bpu1. Ho 51 Obl1 B Apyroe BpeMsi U e U3 Ipyroro MecTa, a 9T0 KapIHHAJIbHO MEHSIET KapTHHY ...

H naxe xapry!
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— TMocnymakite, — DHH 00OpBaJia CBOIO MECEHKY W OCTAHOBHJIACh. — A OTKYJia BOOOIIE B3s1ach
LepkoBb?

— A otkyga B3suMch Xosambl U Jlec? — paBHOAYIIHO oTo3Banack Mapu. — Iloinem, iyume Ha
OJIHOM MECTE He 3a/1epKHBATHCSI.

— Jla B TOM-TO U Aeo, uto Xoumsl U Jlec! — npogoskana IHH, MopakeHHasi COOCTBEHHBIM
BHE3AINHbIM OTKPBITUEM. — S HUKOr1a He JyMajia B TAKOM KJloue. DTO Ke MecTa, 10 KOTOPhIM
xoguT Tkauuxa. OHU OOJIbIIHE U OTKPBITHIC, 4 HATIOJIHSIEM HX YK€ Mbl: CIUIETEHHBIE. ..

— DTO B KAKOM CMBICJIE «HAMOJHsIieM»? — noexunach beTtu u kpemue npukana k cede Taobcbepa.
TyMaHHBIF CTyCTOK, Ka3aJ10Ch, OTEIJIEN U YIUIOTHUJICS B €€ pyKax, U Aake HauaJl HEMHOTO CHSITh.
— JlyMaio, DHH TOBOPHUT O CBOEM OINbITE U MIEPEHOCUT €r0 Ha MHUP BOKPYT, — OTBETHJI BMECTO DHH
Pyb6ameunuk. — Eciu Mapu-OHH cMOTJIHM cO3/1aTh YaHHUK U KapTy, TO TKauuxa MOKET CO31aTh U
JEPEBbS1, U LIEPKOBb, IPABHJIbHO?

— Her, Bce He Tak. B cMbIcie, IpUHLIMI TOT k€, HO BCe, 4TO B Xoamax u Jlecy, co3gaioT
CIUIeTeHHble! — DHH HEMeIJIEHHO OPOCHIIach B CIIOP.

— Bor emme, 3aHSTbCS CIIETEHHBIM HeueM! — napupoBai PyOameunuk. — S MHOTMX 3Haio, U Bbl
nepBble, KTO PEIIHIM MOTPATUTh APAroleHHble BOCTIOMHHAHUS Ha BelH. B OCHOBHOM MBI XOTHM
MPOCTO CTaTh CAMHUMH COOOH.

— MBbi ¢ Mapu xoTst Obl HalIM croco0 caenaTh ceOst CYaCTIUBBIMH !

— 51 nenato ceOst cuacT/IMBBIM TE€M, UTO HAXOKY CBOM JIMUHble HUTH. He BceM Tak Be3eT, Kak BaMm.
BetTun nokasanoce, uro PybameuHuk pasroBapuBaeT ¢ DHH ykacHO rpy0o. C Apyrod CTOpOHbI, OHA
Y cama Obula U3pSIAHO pasapaxeHa. BoaMokHO, Tak Ha HUX JAEHCTBOBAJI CTPAHHbBIA BO3AYX XOJMOB.
— Ot1u Xosmbl ciiegoBajo Obl Ha3BaTh bonota! — npoOypuaina oHa.

— Tl'oBopsT, Koraa-To 370 ¥ ObuUIM BoJloTa, HO NOTOM 3aTBEpAEIH, — HE 00OpAUMBasICh, OTBETHUIIA
Mbspu. — Emie roBopsT, uyTo 30€Ch ObUT INTOPM, H X0JIMBI — 3aCTHIBLIHME BOJIHBI, @ €11€ — YTO
BHYTPH KaXJI0ro XoJmMa ecTb KJIyOOK HUTEH, U TOT, KTO €ro HaleT, MOJIyYUT CHITY...

— Ara, a ele roBOpsIT, UTO 9TH MeCTa NMPUHAAJIEKATH 9Jb(daM, noka Tkauruxa He MpHILIa U He
yOuiia ux Bcex, — (ppIpKHYJIa DHH.

— A BOT U IpUHAJIeKAIH, — M9pH OCTaHOBHJIACH, yIepeB KaOayku B 3emimo. — [locMoTpH, Kak
BOKpYT KpacuBo. )KyTko, HO KpacuBo. Pa3se Tkaunxa mora Obl Tak?

— I[Nopoxaute, 25bdbl? — BeTTH Bie3na Mexay cecTpaMH U Tenepb NepeBOInIa B3I C OAHOH
Ha JApYyTIywo.

— Dnbdbl! — XOpOM OTBETHIIH OJIU3HELBI, U MapH CHOBa B3siia cJ10BO: — KoHeuHo, 271bdbl

cymecTBoBaIM. He Mora e aTa 3emiisi ObITb HUUbEH.
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— Tak n Tkauuxa Bcerga cymecTBoBajia, — BO3pa3ujia JHH.

— Het! Mub1 He 3HaeM, Kak moJro xuBeT Tkaunxa. Ho apean ee oOuTannuss — BeuHas TbMa.

— H ato npaBna, — kuBHyJa bertn. — Korpa s nonana crona... 4 okasanach B HENPOIJIsI THOM
TEMHOTE ¥ TOJIbKO MOTOM BBINILIA B Jiec. MHe nmomoria HuTh PyOameunuka. M oH ckasan Torga, uto s
obuta B Cepare.

— IpaBunbHo, rae Cepaue, Tam TeMHee Bcero. HUKTO U3 Hac Tam He ObLJ1, HO Bce 00 9TOM 3HAIOT,
— Mbspu HakpyTHIIA HA Najen KyApsIBYIo Mpsiab. — Sl BCe-TaKu yBEPEHa, UTO 3Jb(bl HA CAMOM JIeJie
OBLIH.

— Brigymka TBoM 21b(pbl! — DHH HacTynuia TygeabKoH B 0c000 IpsI3HYIO JIyKYy U C OTBpaLlEHHEM
paccMaTpHBasia MsITHA TPsI3U HA KPyKeBHOM OeJiom uyiike. — Boigymka! Tel mpocTo HauMTanach
CKa30K Tpo HUX. JItou Bcerga B HUX BEpHIIH, B HAAEK e OOBSICHUTH BCSAKHE CTPAHHBIE BEIlH, 10
KOTOPBIX HE JOAyMasach HayKa.

— He 1o Bcero B 9TOH KU3HH MOXKET AOOyMaThbCsl HayKa!

— Ho 1b1 %€ moaymaach HayuyHO OOBSICHUTH TKauuxy?

— 51 BIgyMasia TepMHHOJIOTHIO !

— A nouemy?

— [Motomy uTo Torna Tkaunxa Obla ObI MPOCTO CKA3KOM!

— Kak TBOM 2J1b(pBI1?!

— Croiite! — Bbertu nouyBcTBOBaNa ceds cynpert Ha Ookcepckom punre. Habmonate, Kak aBe
OJIMHAKOBbIE KYKOJIbHbIE IE€BOUYKH BOT-BOT BLEMSITCS APYT OPYTY B BOJIOCHI, ObLIO ObI 3a0aBHO, €CJIH
Obl He JIposkamiue cepeOpsiHbIe HUTH, IUIBIBYIIHE BOKPYT Mepuammen nayTHHOH. — O ueM Bbl
cniopute BooOme? S unTtana, uto bl KOrga-To ObLIH Ha 3eMJie, a TOTOM YIILIH.

— [loTromy uTO HX CruiesiH, — THXO OOpOHMI PyOaleuHuk, U 1eBOUKH MOBEPHYJIUCH K HEMY.
Py6ameunuk cTosui, ¢ BAAUMBIM TPYJOM YIEPKHBas B KYJIAKe BbIPbIBAIOIIYIOCS] HUTb: IJIAHHbIE
BOJIOCHI OpOCaJI TEHb Ha €ro JIUIIO, He 1aBasi pasrjisaeTh BhIpaKeHHE.

— Hx cninenn, — noBTopui oH. — Korpa npumna Tkaunxa. OHH yIUTH € 36MJIH, YTOOBI HAUTH
noko#. Hanutu apyro#t mup, kpacusee, Tuile, jgyuie... Korga Hanana Tocka, MHOTHE TOAYMAJIH: Mbl
CKyYaeM IO OMY, IO JIJISIM, C KOTOPbIMH CTOJIETHSIMH KHJIH OOK 0 O0K. M He cpasy oco3Hau, uTo
ux maeTyT. Tkaunxa HaOupasia cuily, Belb 2Jbdbl 00JIagand yAUBUTEILHON OPEBHEH Marue,
KOTOpasl HaIoJIHsIJIA €€ C KaKJOW OTHSTOM KU3HbI0. Eff MOHamoOMIIOCh HE CIIMIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH,
YTOOBI YHUYTOXKHUTH BceX 9J1boB. He yuesnen HUKTO. DTOT MUp — JIMIIb OCTAaHKH BOJILEOHBIX
3eMeJib, 3aMOBEeAHHK UrpyIleK, YToObl TKkauuxe He ObuI0 cKyuHO. OHA MPEChITHIACH, HAEIACh, U

Tenepb €M 3aX0TEJOCh UTpaTh ¢ HAMH, Kak Komke ¢ Mbimkon. M Jlec, u Xonmsl, u [Tosne ona
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MIPEeBpaTHiIa B CBOM BJIaJIeHHs], HO ObUIO U TO, YTO OKasajuoch ed He noasaacTHo. Crapas LlepkoBb, B
KOTOPYIO NOCJIEAHHE OCTABIIMECS B )KUBbIX JIb(Dbl BIOKHIIM CBOIO Marui... U aymu. B 910 mecto
MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO nonacTte. Ho uTo BaskHO AJig Hac: 9TO MeCTO HepocsAraemo st Tkaunxu!

— IMonyuaercs, Crapas LiepkoBb — nocyiegusist 9buicKas KpernocTb? — 3aBOPOKEHHO
nporosopwia berru.

— Dnb(bl CBSI3AJH €€ C OJHOHM U3 3eMHBIX LIEPKBEH, OCTABHUB MTPOXO MEKIy HAITUMH MUpamMH. Tou
JOPOroH JIoAX KOrJa-To Monajaiy Cioja, B 9TOT JUBHbIA MUp. M 9TOH ke Joporo# y HUX Obu1
KPOXOTHBIH IAHC BEPHYTHCS Ha3ak, €CJIM TOJIbKO OHH MOTJIM BCIIOMHHTD, 3a4EM.

— IToaToMy ThI TaK LEIUIsIENbCsl 3a BOCOMUHaHMs1? — beTTH kpenue Buenuiaach B Taobcbepa. —
To1... Botr 3aueM Tebe k Crapo#t LlepkBu? Thl cam Xxouenb BEPHYTbHCSI JOMOH!

— Tume 11! — Pybameuynuk npuxkai nanen K rybam. — Y ciplmar xe.

— OTKyza Thl Bce 9TO 3Haelllb, MapeHb? — M9opH-DHH yHepiuch pyKaMu B O0OKa M HaCYIHJIMCh Tak
OJIMHAKOBO, UTO B IPYrod CUTyaluu beTTn Obl Hen30ekHO paccmesiiach.

— JlaBHO X0y B XOJIMax, — OTBETHJI PyOaieuHuK Tak YKJIOHUHBO, UTO BCEM CTaJIO SICHO: OH BpET.
Bertu BcnoMHmiIa noacaymanHbii pasroBop ¢ OXoTHUKOM. MOKeT i Takoe OBbITh, UTO
Pybameunuk BcTynui ¢ HUM B croBop? HackosibKo 0macHO 9TO MOXKET ObITh?

Taobcbep Ha pykax y BeTTu BOpyr 3aBosiHOBaJsICS, IUTIOLMIEBAst OBEUbsI FOJIOBA 3aBEPTENIACh U3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Y10 ¢ HUM? — BCKPHKHYJIa I€BOYKA.

— Berep mensiercs, — otBeTHi Pybameunuk. — Ciumkom ObicTpo mensieTcst. bexum! Ham Hano

I00paThCs 10 cleAyIomero XoamMa, MOXeT ObITb, Mbl CMOXKEM YKPBIThCS Tam!

I'masa 11.

Ouenb ckopo beTTn 1 cama omyTHIa, 4TO Takoe cMeHa BeTpa. OHa mpoaporJia 10 KOCTeH, U 6exaThb
CTAHOBHJIOCH BCE TSDKEJee: ee TsiKesble OOTHHKH C YaBKAaIOMKM 3BYKOM yTonaiau B Tomsix, a
TaoOckep HAMOK U OTTSITHBAJ pyKH. HO CyCTHTD €ro Ha 3eMJII0 OHa He pelanach: e MoKasasoch,
YTO B3BOJIHOBAHHBIH BETEp HIIET Y HEE 3alIUTHI.

Psinom Bopuana DHH, OCcTaBUBILIAS HAEKIY CIIACTH Tydeabku, Mapu cnpsiTana KapTy B CYMKY H
COCpPEeAOTOUMIIACh HA IPEOA0JIEHHH TOMEH, U ToJIbKO Pybaleunnky, Ka3anoch, BCe ObLJIO HUITOYEM:
OH 3aMpOCTO MepelmaruBail 0COOEHHO raIkie MecTa B TpaBe, U LIar ero ObUl TAKUM JIETKUM, CJIOBHO
OH Bce emle I'yJjisii o Jlecy B MOMCKax SIrof.

— Yo 3a BeTep nyeT? — KpHKHyJa BeTTH, v el B IMLO TYT ke npujeTesia CHsIomasi nayTHHa
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HuTer. OTOMBAsICh OT Hee OJTHOM PyKOH, BeTTH momymara, 4To UbH-TO MOTEPSIHHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHHUSI
MaJjio OTJIMYAIOTCS! OT OOBIYHOM MayTHHBI B MOKPOM TEMHOM JIECY.

— Onars Tatrasut! — ycapiman ee Pybameunuk. — Tol yxe BcTpevasack ¢ HUM! OH HUKOrAa He
noBTopsieTcsi! Beerga ayert no-pasHomy.

— MHe Bce paBHO, Kak OH nyeT! — y BeTTH cie3unuch riasa, i yCTosITh Ha HOrax CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE
cJIokHee. — S Xxouy yKpbITbCs!

— Iloxka Herge, nepxuch! — PybameuHuk OXHYJ ¥ MTPOBAJMICS KyIa-TO BHH3.

— Py06ameunuk!!! — neBOUKH KUHYJIMCh K TOMY MECTY, TJIe OH TOJIBKO UTO CTOSLI.

Oka3asoch, UTO paBHHHA B 9TOM MECTE 3aKaHUMBAJIACh Pe3KUM OOpbIBOM. PybameuHuk ckaTuics
BJIOJIb HETO W TETepb CHJIEN Ha CHIPOH 3eMiie, TIIATEbHO HAMAThIBAsI Ha 3aMSICThE MOJIE3HYI0 HUTb.
OH NOJHSUI rOJI0BY Ha OKJIMK M IOMaxaJl pyKOH: MOJI, CIIyCKaHuTeCh cloja cKoper! A cmycTUTbCS
OBLIO HEJIETKO.

Y BettH Bce ele ObLM 3aHSITHI PYKH: OHAa HE MOTJia OTIyCcTUTh Taobcbepa. OHa OCTOPOKHO
NpUMEpPUIIACh U MOMPoOOBaia COUTH OOKOM. DTOT crocob ed mokasas npouuion suMod Aptyp Huwm,
KOrJa OHH cOeXaJu U3 IKOJIbI, UTOOBI MOUTH Ha OoJbiHe TopkH. ApTyp Hum eme HasBan 910
«JIECEHKOW» U OOBSICHUJI, UTO TakK cJokHee ynacTb. Kak maBHO 9710 ObU10! M MOTOM, Beh OJHO 1EJI0
— CIIyCKaTbCsl C TOPOACKOH FOPKH AJis1 KaTaHUsI Ha JIeAsIHKaX, U COBCEM JIPyroe — CO CKOJIb3KHX U
MOKPBIX XOJIMOB, TI€ AK€ 32 TPaBY HE yXBATUTbCS, [a €lle U C TPy30M B pykax. bertu B
OuepeHOH pa3 Moxasena, yTo ¢ Hel HeT ApTypa: oH Obl 00s13aTeIbHO UTO-HUOY Ab ipuaymai! Uro-
TO MPOCTOE U MPAKTHYHOE, UTO MOTJIO OBl pelUThb ee MpobsieMy HaMHOro obicTpee. U uero yx TouHo
He ctai Obl genath Aptyp Hum, Tak 9To CTOSITh mepes y3KOH U BBICOKOM MENepor ¢ HUThIO B pyKax
C TaKHUM 33[yMUHBBIM BbIpQXKEHHEM JIHLIA, KaK Aenan 9To Pybameunuk. M gaxe He NpoTSHYJ pyKY,
4TOOBI TOMOUB !

Ha mMruosenue bertu nogymarna, yTo CJIMIIKOM MHOTO X0ueT OT Pybameunuka, HO noToMm
MOCKOJIb3HYJIaCh, U MBICJIb CHOBa yIjIa B cTOpoHy. Ho o 9Ty cropony xonma Tatrasur
0e3yMCTBOBaJI HAMHOTO cjiadee, U OHa CMOTJIa yJIep:KaTh PaBHOBECHE U MPOJOJIKUTH CITYCK.

CrnieBa OT Hee TaK ke OCTOPOXKHO CITycKanach Mapu, obeperasi CyMKy ¢ KapToH U yalHHKOM. Bropyr
CO CBUCTOM U PaIOCTHBIM KpPHKaM MHMO ITpoexaja JHH.

— Tl yT0?! — 3aKkpuuana Mapu, a Pybameunuk paccmesiicst.

DHH MOJHSIIACH C 36MJIH, OTPSIXHYJIa CBOE OeJioe 1iaThe, MepernaykaHHoe Tereph B TPSI3H U 3€JICHbIX
cienax, v Jiyue3apHo yJbIOHYIach:

— BcnomHio cebe HOBoe, Koraa Bce 9TO 3aKOHYUTCS !

— Cymacmeamasi, — npodypuayia Mapu cebe noJi Hoc U MpOJOJIKHIIA aKKYPaTHBIH CITyCK.
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Bertu 3ameTuina, uto ee TyesbKH HUKAaK He MOCTPaJald U OCTAaBIUCh TAKUMH ke OeJIbIMH.

— Haure ckopee cioga, — ObIcTpo 3aroBopuii Pybanieynuk, Koraa qeBOUKH OKa3aauch B HU3HHE. —
B aToi nemepe Mbl MOxeM MepexaaTh ouepegHoe sieieHue Tarrasura. [1o Mmoum pacueram, ciegom
32 HUM MPHUAET J0OpbIH [{UPTIIBUT, U Mbl CMOXKEM MOHTH AaJIbIIE.

— Torga nouut ckopee, — DHH PEMTEbHO MIarnyJa B nemepy.

— Hesnakowmple nemepsl... KTo 3HaeT, Koro Mel TaM BcTpeTuM? — ToKauaja rojoBor Mapwu, marast
CJIEIOM.

— U neBouka coBepIIeHHO MpaBa, — pasnajcs U3 r1yOUHbI Memepsl rojioc, nokasapmmuics bettu
CMYTHO 3HAaKOMBIM.

Omna yBuzena, Kak Hanpsircs U nooseguen PyOameunuk u kak ObicTpo yOpas 3a CIHHY PYKY C
HUTBIO.

Mbo5pH-DHH CHHXPOHHO CIeJa Iar Hasaz. M3 TEeMHOTBI BBICTYITHII BBICOKHH UEJIOBEK, 3aBEPHYTHIM C
rOJIOBBI /10 HOT B IUIall U3 TpaBbl. KamomoH OblT HAIBUHYT Tak HU3KO, UTO JIMLO TEPSIJIOCh B TEHH.
Tonbko TyT BerTn 0oOpaTnia BHUMaHHe, UTO Meniepa TYCKJIO OCBEIeHa: BCe Te JKe HHUTH,
CKpYUEHHBIE B Y3JIbl U pa3BellaHHbIe 10 CTEHaM, CBETHJIH, Oy ITO TYCKJIbIE JIAMIIbI.

— Kro BbI? — crnipocuna berTtu, pemurensHo marnyB Brepen. Ot Pybameunuka Bce paBHO Majio
TOJIKY, pelinja OHa.

— CwMmenas neBouka, — O0OOPHUTENIbBHO XMBIKHYJIM H3-TI0]1 KamomoHa. — M Kypaa Bac 3aHecro...

— H3BHHUTE HAC 32 BTOpKEHHE, — YMHHO 3aroBOpHIIa M9opH, BUEIUBIIKCH B pEMEIIOK CBOEH
JIparoueHHOW CYMKH. — MBI BCEro JIMIb XOTeJH nepexaaTh HamecTBue TatraButa. Ecim Mbl Bam
MOMEIIaIH, Mbl HEMEJIEHHO YHIIEM.

— OcraBanitech. TaTraBuUT HbIHUE HeHaaoro. K ToMy ke Korja emie BhMaAeT MaHC HaMm ¢ TOOOH
MOTOBOPUTb, TaK, PyOameunuk?

bertu B3gpornyna. OHa noHsIa, rae ciaplimana 9ToT rojgoc! YenoBek OTKHHYJI C JIMLA KAMIOWIOH, U
OHa yBHeJa TOro caMoro OXOTHHKA C JIECHOHU ONMymKH! DTy KBagPaTHYIO YETIOCTh U BHITECAHHbBIE
YyepThl OHA HHU C YeM Obl He nepemnyTaa!

— 9710 OXOTHHK! — KpHKHYJIa OHA, Kpemue MpHKUMasi K cebe MaJleHbKHUH BeTep.

JpIMuaTasi OBeubsi T0JI0Ba 003aBeach OOJTAUYHBIMH POTAMH, YCTPEMJICHHBIMU B CTOPOHY UEJIOBEKa B
iame.

— Horannuasi, — 0e3 ysbiOka otBeTH TOT. — Ia, 1 OxoTHuK. U s npeaynpexaan, Pybameunuk:
HE CTOHUT CloAa UITH.

— BoTt tak BcTpeua, — PyOaieuHiK onmoMHHUJICS U 3aCHSLT YJIbIOKOM, BbIHSI €My HAaBCTpeuy.

beTTu 3ameTH1a, YTO HUTH HA €rO PyKe yKe He ObLIO.
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— Kak uHTepecHo mopoy moBopavruBaeTcs gopora uepes TeHu.

— Twl ero 3Haenpb? — HaNpsIKEHHO CIPOCHIA DHH. — 3Haemb OXOTHUKA?

— Bce, kT0 Opoaut 1o TeHsiM, paHO WJIHM MO3AHO CTATKUBAIOTCS ¢ OXOTHUKOM! — OecreyHo
oTBeTUJ PyOalmeyHuk — U TyT K€ MOoJIeTeNl B CTEHY.

OXOTHHK crped ero 3a BOPOTHHUK U MPHUIIOAHSIT HAl 3eMJIEH.

— Bpewb apy3bsiM? — OCKaJIMBLIKCH, CIIPOCKI OH. — [la s1 cMOTpIo, ¢ TOOOH BOOOIIE HEJb3s1 UMETh
neinal

PybameHnk 3anpoKuHy1 rOJIOBY, 3a[1bIXasICh, XBATaHYJI pPTOM BO3AyX. Tolue pyKH OH BCKHHYJ K
mee, nbITasicb 0CBOOOAUTHCSI. OXOTHHUK JIETKO yAepKHBaJ €ro OAHOH PyKOH, Ka3ajioch, BOOOIIE He
MIPUMEHSISL TIPH 9TOM CHITY.

— Tak yto ke, PyOameunnk? — OXOTHHK HEMPHUSTHO YXMBUIbHYJICS U BCTPSIXHYJI UyKO€ TeJo. —
51 yxe ckasan Tebe, uTo cTaHy TBOeH TeHblo. A B TeHsIX Tak JIerko HACTYNHUTb CBOEH TEHH Ha
XBOCT...

— 41 te0e... Ha XBOCT... HE HACTyMaJl, — Mpoxpurne PybameuHuk, CUIsICh pa3orHyTh HAMEPTBO
CTHUCHYTBIE MMAJIbLBI Aep:KameH ero pyku. — Ornyctu!

BerTu 3amepiia, HaOmoaasi 3a 9Tol crieHoH. TaoOchep OMyCTHUIT AbIMUYATBIE POTa, CJIOBHO
MPUTOTOBUBIIKCH €€ 3aIUIIATh. M3pH U DHH CTOSUIM 34 €€ CIIMHOM, B3SIBIIUCH 32 PYKH, U HE CBOJIHIIN
rJ1a3 ¢ KaMeHHOro juua OXoTHHKa.

— I[puagymuie MeHsl... HUU4ero He goObembesi cam! — Py0aiieuHuKy yaanoch ciaerka ocjiabuTh
XBaTKY U CHENATh KaJHbIHA IJIOTOK Bo3ayXxa. Ero Horu 6eccusnbHo OONTaIMCh HAZl 3eMJICH.

— IIyTKH KOHUMIHCH, — XMYpPO cKa3asl OXOTHHK H pa3kaJl Najblpbl.

Pybameunuk rpynoi KocTel cBaIUiICsS K €ro Horam U cell, moTupasi mer. OXOTHUK MeIJIEHHO
NOBEPHYJICS K NeBoukaM. betTn marnyna Hazan. Kiybok BeTpa B ee pykax HU3aaj 3ByK, OTAUIEHHO
NIOXOKHH HA PbIYAHUE.

— Y MeHs BeTep, — couwla Hy KHbIM NpeaynpeanTb oHa. — M OH Ha MOeH CTOpOHE.

— Huuero cebe, — B rosjoce OXOTHHKA MOCBIIIAJIOCHh Becesbe. — CKOJIBKO 34eCh OpOKYy, a
HHUKOTJ1a HE CJIbIIAJ, YTOObl KAKOH-TO M3 BETPOB MO 10OPOH BOJIE JaJICSl B PYKH KOMY-TO U3
CruieTeHHBIX.

— Omna ne CriteTeHHasi, — npoxpurnes PyOameunuk, nogHuMasicbh Ha HOTU. besble Bosiochl magaiu
€My Ha JIMIIO, CKPBIBasi OT TYCKJIOTro cBeTa Jiami. — OHa jKuBasl, HAaCTOsIAasl JeBOUKa, KOTOPYIO s
obeman otBecTH K Ctapor LlepkBu U BepHYTb JOMOM, TOJIbKO U Bcero. He BMemmuBarics B 970,
OXOTHHK!

— Kak riagko 9To Bce y Te0s1 3ByuuT, Korjaa tedsi ciaymaenb, — OXOTHHK OTJIagul PYKOH Tyrylo
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YepHyIo Kocy. — Jla TOJbKO BOT MPaB/bl HU CJI0BA HE YCJIBIMHUIIb. [JeBouKa XOTs Obl 3HAaeT, BO UTO
ThI €€ BTSIHYJI?

— He tporaii berTn!

— 51 pasroBapuBaio He ¢ ToO0H, PyOameunuk, a ¢ Hel. Utak, Bertu... Thl 3Haemp, BO UTO OH Te0s
BTSIHYJ?

Bertu Mmemenso nokayvasa rojosod. Kak Bcerga ¢ Hed ObIBAJIO B MOMEHTHI OITACHOCTH, OHA CTajia
IOyMaThb O COBCEM MMOCTOPOHHHUX Bemax. Hanpumep, o ToM, uTo OXOTHHK HallOMHHAET €H HHICHLIEB
U3 KHHKKH C KapTHHKaMH, KOTOpYIo €M nokaspisan Aptyp Hum. M TBEpable 4epThl JIMLA, TOYHO
BBITECAHHBIE U3 KaMHS$I, U IJ1aJIKHe YepHbIE BOJIOCHI, OJeCTSIME Jaxe NPy TakoM OeJHOM
OCBELIEHHUH, KaK B 9THX Melepax, U TBepAblH HEYJIbIOUMBBIM pOT — BCE COBINAJANO, HE XBATAJIO
TOJILKO IepbeB B IunoMaxe. TaoOcbep 3aep3ai y Hee Ha pyKax. OXOTHHK yCMEXHYJICSI.

— Jlaxe He ynuBisock. Kak v Tomy, 4TO Tl KHBasi A€BOYKA. A S-TO JyMaJl, YTO 3a JIaIllly MHE
BEINAET HA yIIH 9TOT TUM. JIKMBBIA, KaK U BCE OHH TYT.

— He oOuxait PyOameynuka, — BOpPYyT Mpopesasicsi ToJIOC y CTPAIIHO HAamyraHHOW DHH. — OH Ham
IpyT, OH XOPOIIHH U 1OOpPbIH!

— Bcex ycnen ouapoBaTh? — HEXOPOIIO YXMBUIbHYJICSI OXOTHHK.

bertu Haxmypunace.

— Py6Gameunnk obeman nokasats MHe fopory nomod. [loxanyicra, He poOy#HTe HaM MOMelaTh.
— U 1B gymaenipb, 4TO cMOXelb Tyga nonactb? Thl eme NOMHHIIb CBOH AOM?

Bertu nputuxna. Ona noHsina, o yeM roBopui OXOTHUK. XOTb OHA CTapaTesIbHO He oOparnasa
BHUMAHHS HA HUTH, TSHYIIHECS U3 €€ CITUHBI, HO C KaKJbIM LIaroM BOCIIOMHHAHHS O JOME, O MaMme H
00 ysuue Boicoknx OCHH CTaHOBHJIMCH BCce 0oJiee TyCKJIBIMH U HeHacTosimuMH. Ho oHa ynpsiMo
HaxMypuJia OpOBH U C BBI30BOM ITOCMOTpeia B MO OXOTHHKY.

— Ha, s nomH0. M g xouy BepHyTbCS. MeHs TaM K ayT!

— IIpuaymaems Toxe: KayT. TOJIKY € TOro, €CJIM HUKTO HE MO30BET B HYKHBIH MOMEHT.

— OXOTHHK, — npejocTeperawone nNogasul pyky PybOameunuk, Ho OXOTHHK TOJIbBKO OTMaxHYJICSI:
— Tebe He KaxeTcsl, yTO YecTHee OyAeT UM y3HaTb NpaBay 3aech, a He y Crapoi Liepksu? Mnu Thl
CUHMTaelllb, UTO Y HUX YK€ BBIOOpa HET, KpoMe KaK UATH 3a TOOOH?

— ¥ Hac u npaBaa HeT BbiOOpa, — B3moJmiach bertn. — Iloxanyiicra, He MemaiTe Ham!

— Jla KTo cKasas, uTo 51 BaM nomemaio? — u3ymuiicss OXoTHHK. — BooOle-To s HamepeBaloch BaM

ITIOMOYb.

I'masa 12.
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— W 410 9TO 32 MOMOLIB ThI BAPYT PEIIMJI HaM MPEJI0KUTb? — CKpUBHJICS PybameyHuk, notupast
IIEO.

— Bam? Her, ¢ ToO0¥ y MeHs pasroBop oTAesbHbIH. S X0uy momMoub uM. TouHee, 9TOH IOHOH JIeaH,
Kak Bac 30BYT?..

— bertu, — notynuiace Bettr U TyT ke cHOBa ynpsiMO BCKHHYJIA r1a3a. — MeHs 30ByT beTTn
Born. A 9t70 Mapu 1 OHH, ¥ oHH Toke unyT ¢ Hamu 1o Crapoit Liepksu!

— B Takom ciyuae Most nomorp OyaeT BaM HE0OX0AUMO, — PaBHOAYILIHO MOXKaJ IJIeUaMH
OXOTHHK.

— DT0 noueMy? — HACTOPOKEHHO CIpocHia JHH. [IeBouka cTosiia, MpH:KUMasi K cebe CBOIo
JparoueHHYI0 CYMKY.

— be3 moe# nomonu Bel HUKOrAa He oThimeTe Ctapyio LlepkoBb, fa K TOMy ke NONageTech IpyruM
OxoTtHukam. OHa... — OXOTHHUK MPHUIJIYIIKJ FOJIOC, SIBHO UMeS B BUAly TKauuxy. — VY ike Bbicjiasa
3a BaMHU NoroHio. Eif coBceM He HpaBUTCSI, KOTJa B €e MUpPEe KTO-TO CBOEBOJIbHUYAET OOJIbIIe
noJioskeHHoro. OHa roToBa CKBO3b MaJbIbl CMOTPEThb Ha MOMBITKH TAKUX, Kak PyOameuHuk, BepHYTh
CBOIO MAMSITh, HO TIOOMIPSITH Mober u3 TeHer oHa TOUHO He CTaHeT.

— A OTKyJa Mbl 3HaeM, UTO Bbl — He TOT OXOTHHK, KOTOPOTO OHA MOCJaia, U He XOTUTE 3aMaHHUTh
Hac B JIOBYLIKY? — cripocunia bertu?

BMmecto oTBeTa OXOTHHK MOBEPHYJICS] CIMHOH U CKMHYJI CBOH JJIMHHBIN YepHbId mam. Koxanas
Oe3pyKaBKa MoJ HUM ObL1a H30[IpaHa B KJIOUbs, U HEAKKYpaTHbIe OOPBIBKH CepeOpSIHbIX HUTEH
JIyylIe BCeX CJIOB OOBSCHSIM, YTO MPOHU3OLLIO.

— OX... — DHH npuxana JagoHb K rydbam. — Beirysaut... He ouenn?

— D70 00JILHO? — OCTOPOKHO crpocuia Mapw.

— HHorpa caguut, — xMbikHYJ1 OXOTHHK, — Ha cMeHy BeTpa. He 6epu B rosiosy. IIpocTo s Tenepb
TaK K€, KaK U Bbl, HAa POTHBONOJI0KHOH cTopoHe. M Mue Hano k Crapo# Llepksu.

— Ilpesx e, ueM Mbl peIIMM BaM MTOBEPUTb... — BbICTyIMIIA Biepe] bettu. — Yto 3a gena y Bac ¢
Py6ameunukom? Pacckaxkure.

Py6ameunuk 3amaxan pykamm.

— CBOM U HE HMEIOIUE K HaM Celuac HUKAKOro OTHOLICHHUs. Y Bepsilo, HE HaJl0 ceruac B 9TO JIE3Tb.
31ech y BceX CBOM TaHHBbI.

— ¥V MeHs HeT HHKakuXx TahH! — 3akpuuaina beTrTtu u cama yiuBuiach ToMy, UYTO Ha HEE€ HAIUIO. —
A 3pech cayyalHO, HUYEro He 3Halo, U XOUy TOJIBKO BEPHYThCS TOMOM!

— A s xouy pasBsizaTbCs ¢ TKauuXoH, — XMypo ckasaj OXOTHHK. — DTO OHa CAesajla CO MHOM.
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Ho xenanue nosisunocs panpiie. Pybameynuk obeman MHe, YTO 3HaeT JOPOry, KJISUICS, UTO MOXKET
ee HauTH. OTKyAa-To BOMI cede B rojioBy, uTo gaxe CruleTeHHbIe MOTYT TaK CIacTUCh. [JomkeH
3aMETHTb, OH ObLIT Upe3BbIUAHHO yOeTUTeNeH.

— Kak Bbl BOOOIIE yXUTPHIUCh MO3HAKOMHUTBCSI? — OCTOPOKHO CIPOCHIIA DHH.

— [lorman ero Ha ropsiueM, — MoKavaj rojgoBod OXOTHUK. — XOTeJ yBeCTH K TKauuxe, HO OH...
Buaumo, te, kT0 He MokeT B TeHsIX, KoMy MaJjio ObITh IPOCTO OE3BOJIbLHBIM MPHU3PAKOM — MbI
OTJIMYAEMCS].

— Ho Bol ke OxoTHuK! Bbl ke He Crinetennbid, a Hagsupatens! — Bo3myTtuiace bertu. Ei no-
NpeKHEMY HE XOTEJIOCh JOBEPSITh Bpary, HO KTO 3[I€Ch Bpar, a KTO APYT, OHa He MorJia Obl cKas3aTb ¢
YBEPEHHOCTHIO: ceruac, korga OXOTHHUK BbITJIsIIEN CIOKOMHBIM U COBCEM HEe omacHbiM, Pybameunuk
BOPOBATO MpsITaj r71a3a, a Mopu-DHH TPEBOKHO MEPErisiAblBATUCh MEKAY COOOH.

— D710 0H Tebe pacckazan? — OXOTHHK MaxHyJI TOJIOBOH B CTOpoHy Pybameunnka. — OH
pacckaxert... Mbl Takue ke Cruietennsle. [Ipocto... Mbl nonagaem cioga v noMHuM ce0s1. Te, KTo He
TEPSIIOT HUTH, @ MOTYT UX BCE yIEpKaTh, CTAHOBSTCS OXOTHUKAaMH. MBI HE 3HAEM, HUKTO... HE 3HAET,
9TO MPOUCXOAMUT CaMO HJIM OHA AesiaeT Hac TakuMu. Ho s HHKorga He Tepsut namsiTb. Mory ckasartb,
YTO U HE MellaJl TeM, KTO MbITAETCS €€ BEPHYTh.

— Uto Oyliet ¢ TemMH, KTO BEpHET ceOe MaMsiTh? — THUXOHBKO MOHUHTEPECOBANTACH JHH.

— 4 He BcTpeuan Takux, — pOBHO OTBETHI OXOTHHK.

B newmepe Bonapuiace THIIMHA, TSDKEIAs! M BsI3Kasl, Kak crepTbi Bo3ayx. Pybameynuk HepBHO
OJIEpHYJI pyKaBa KJIETYaTOH pyOalKyu U OTBEPHYJICS.

— 41 Bupena Bac BMecte, — cKasasia bertu. — Ha onymke Jleca.

— Torga... noueMy Bce paBHO cO MHOH nonuia? — royioc Pybameunuka 3Bydan HeJOYMEHHO. —
[Touemy noBepuiach M MO3BOJIMIIA IPOBOIUTD Uepe3 X0JIMbl?

— A 'y MeHs ObU1 BBIOOp? — noxkasia riedaMu beTtu. — D10 uy:xoi Mup, 5 30eCh OJHa.

— Yxe He ogHa, — yJbpIOHYy1ach M9pH U TorjIainia ee 1o pyke.

BeTTu ynpiOHynach el B OTBET.

— [lo3Bosb cipocuts, PybameuHuk... — OXOTHHUK MPHUCEIT y CTEHBI U CAENAN OCTAIbHBIM
NIPUTJIAMIAIONIHMN KEeCT: MOJI, paccakuBanTech, TaTraBur eme agoiro Oynet Oymesats. — Kak
HUMEHHO Bbl coOHpanuch godpatbcs 1o Crapoit Liepkeu?

— 1o Xonmam. Y Hac ecTs... Kapra.

I'masa 13.
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— KapTta? — Ha nuue OXOTHHKA YUTAI0Ch HCKPEHHEE U3y MJICHHE.

— Jla... — DHH OueHb CMYTHJIACh, HO TYT k€ CIPaBUJIACh C COOOH H MOJjie3/1a B Hepa CYMKH. —
Bot. Mbl ¢ Mapu caenanu ouenb noapoOHyo KapTy. Ml oraem uepe3 XoJIMbl BOT TaK...
OXOTHHK CKJIOHWJICSI HAJ KAPTOH, C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM H3yyasl MOKA3aHHBIA DHH MapLIpyT.

— BoT TobKO OBI CIPABUTHCS C BETPAMH... — TMOKaJoBaIach MapH.

Pybameunuk Mosya cuzaen B yriy, risiast Ha OXoTHHKA u3-1oj JyinHHOH yesiku. C bertu oH ynpsimo
HE BCTPEUascCs B3rJIs1I0M.

— Hy u gena, — nokayvai ronoBoit OxoTHHK. — HuKoraa He ciblman o ToM, YTOObI KTO-TO CMOT
cobpatb KapTy Tenel.

— A ™Mbl cMoOTrJIM! — cKaszasia DHH U ¢ TOPAOCTBIO MOCMOTPEJIA Ha CECTPY.

Bertu oOpatuna BHuManue, yTo Mapu coBceM He BBITJIsIIe)Ia CUACTIUBOM.

— $1 yxe HHM B ueM He yBepeHa, — CKa3zasla OHa. — MokeT ObITb, MbI HE TaK YK H Mpasbl. Mbl He
npeanoJarajiy, 4To eCTb Takhe oOpbIBbI MM Nelepa, Kak s1a. [lo Hameln kapTe 3aech poBHOE
NPOCTPAHCTBO.

— 39710 Bce Tarraput, — OXOTHHK NPOYEPTHI MAJIBLIEM I10 JIMHUSIM XO0JIMOB Ha CHSIIOIIEH KapTe. —
OH MI0OUT MEHSTh IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Berep HuKOrga He yimeTcsi, — B3JOXHYJ Pybameunuk, u beTtn okuHysa ero cTporum
B3IJISLIOM.

— Hamen Bpems nagate gyxoM! — BO3MyTHJIACh OHA.

Taobcbep TKHYJICS BO3OYIIHBIMH POraMH €M B JIOKOTb, H OHA, 3aCMESIBIIUCD, MOJXBATHJIA €T0 Ha
pyku. BeTpy siBHO HpaBHJIOCh Tam OoJibllie, YeM OpOAMTH MO Menepe, Oyayuu NpeaoCTaBIeHHbIM
camoMy cebe. beTTH 3amycTtuia pyky B 00iauHble KyAPSIIIKH MaJeHbKOTO BETpa U BAPYT 3aMepJia.
— A Begp y Hac ecTb cBOM JMuHbIA BeTep! Taobcbep ¢ Hamu! Mbl MOkeM HCTIOIb30BaTh €ro, 4YTOOBI
BBIUTH U3 Meuepsi?

PybammeuyHuk 0:kUBHIICS MPH 9TUX CJIOBAX, 3aIlEBEUIICS, MOJCAKUBASICH OJIHIKE.

— MHe He MPUXOJHII B TOJIOBY TaKOH BapuaHT. Sl HUKOTAa... He MpoOoOBaj B3aUMOIEHCTBOBATD C
BETpPaMH.

BeTTtn npopomkuna raagutb 00JayHbI BeTep, OalKasi ero Ha pykax.

— Benp BeTpa CMEHSIIOT APYT Opyra Kak UM 3abiaropaccygurcsi? Y HUX HET KaKOH-TO MPaBHJIbHOU
II0CJIEIOBATEIHBHOCTH ?

— 1 nymana, uTo ecTh, — pasBesa pykamu Mapu. — Ho BOT uTo 0Ka3anochk: Mbl HE BO BCeM ObLIH
NpaBbl, KOTJ1a BeJIM HaOMoAeHHe U3 Hamed ¢ DHH nemepsl. Kazanock Obl, TaTraBuT AOKEH ObLI

HOAaBHO YHATBCs, 4 OH HUKAK HEC YHUMACTCH. N BETPAa UMCHHO TEINECPb PCIINJIA MMTPOSABUTH HOPOB:
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[IOTOMY YTO C HAMH KUBasi beTTH wim noToMy, 4TO MBI HIIEM, KYJ1a HE CJIEYET...

— 4l monarasna, uro BeTpa Opoaar B Xoamax Oe3 1e/id, — BHHOBATO MOAXBaTHIAa JHH, HEPBHO
HamaThIBas Ha 3aIsSICThe peMeloK cyMKH. — Ho celiuac, Korjja OoHM HauajJad Ham MeIaTh U He
JABaJIK CTYITUTb U MIAry MO CMIOKOHHOHW MECTHOCTH, sl MOAyMasa: MOXeT, omubaach? MokeT ObITb,
Crapas LlepkoBb — He CKa3Ka, ¥ MOMacTh TyAa IeHCTBUTEJIBHO HEJIerko?

— He ckaska?! — nanyctunach Ha Hee Mapu. — Hy KoHeuHo, He ckaszka! Mbl ke He TPOCTO Tak
TyZAa NOTAIIUJIHCh.

— 1 Obl momnwia, gaxe ecyau Ob BOKPYT BOOOIIE HUUETro He ObLUT0, — OTBETHJIA DHH, IJIsIAs KyIa-TO
MHMO OJIM3HSIKH. — S Tak ycTasa CUIeTh B HallleH nemepe.

— A 51 ObI cefiyac ¢ yJJOBOJIbCTBHUEM TYyJa BEPHYJIACh U MUJa CBOM Yai.

— ¥ Bac Obin yan?.. — B rosioce OXOTHHKA MPO3BYYaJl HACTOSIIIHA HHTEPEC.

— bbu1, — B3goxHy1a Mapu. — Mbl ero BcnoMuHad. C sirogamu... ApOMaTHbIH, KaK JiecHast
HOJISIHKA.

— 51 naxe He MOMHIO, YTO Takoe yal, — ycMmexHyJicst OXoTHHK. — Hy BbI, I€BOUKH, MOJIOALBI.
— Jla yk, He OTKa3aJcs Obl U 51 OT YalleyKH yasi cerduac, — B310XHYJ PyOameuHuk.

OHH BIPYT U3MEHUJIACh B JIMIIE, BCKOUMJIA HA HOTH U 3aXJonaja JaJOoHSIMH MO CyMKe.

— Yainuk! — KpuKHyJa oHa. — 51 ke B3si1a ero ¢ codoi!

Mbspu paiocTHO B3BU3THYJIa U Opocuiack moMorath OnusHsimke. Bmecte Mapu-DHH goctanu
YalHHUK, OXBaTHJIM €ro C 00eHX My3aThIX CTOPOH U COCPEAOTOUEHHO MOCMOTPEJH APYT APYTY B
ryaza. OXOTHUK HaOJI0Ja 32 HUMH CO BCE BO3pacTaloIMM HHTepecoM, PybaieuHuk teprnearBo
*knai, a bertu rnanuna TaoGckepa U cMOTpena Ha BbIXOA U3 nemepsl. OHa Aymasia He Mpo Yau, a
PO CKOPOE BO3BPALEHHE JOMOHM, MbITAsCh BCIIOMHHUTD, 4TO K€ TAKOIO XOPOILIEro €€ TaM XK JIaJlo
TaoOcbkep 3aBOpUasl U MOMOJ3 ed MO IJIeuy KyJa-To 3a CUHY. BeTTH HeJl0BKO B3ApOrHyia, Korjaa
BETEP MOTSIHYJI 32 OJHY U3 TOHKHX HUTEH U BIIUTAJ €€ B ce0s1, U TOJbKO MaxHyJla PyKOH:
MaJIeHbKOMY BETpY, HaBepHOE, FOpa3fo HyKHEe, UeM eH, BocmoMuHaHue o0 yauue Boicoknx Ocum,
KOTOpAasi 3a4€M-TO €Ie HeJaBHO TaK CHJIbHO HHTEPECOBAJIO €€.

— bertu, bertn! — oxnrkHyna ee OHH. — Tbl Oy nemb yai? Mbl BCIOMHHIIM CBOH CaMbIH BKYCHBIH
yaii!

— ToubKko y Hac coBceM HeT vamek. Ho Mbl Oyaem muTh U3 HocuKa, — M9pH cejia U akKypaTHO
pacrpaBuiia 0OOpKH CBOETO NMepernaykaHHoro B 3eMJie miaTbuia. — Bbyaem HapymaTs Bce npaBuiia
9THKeTa!

U nepBast npuxana HOCHK KO pTY, CAEJIAaB OCTOPOKHBIN IJIOTOK. JIMLIO ee mposICHUIIOCH.

— DT0 npaBaa caMblH JIyUIIHH Yad U3 BCEX, KOTOPbIH HaM yAaJIOCh BCHOMHHUTB! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA
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OHA C TAKUM BOCXHUIIEHHEM, UTO DHH HEMEJIEHHO OTHSUIA Y HEE YaHUK W OTIHIIA.

— W npaBga, — ¢ THXOH ropIOCThIO CKazaja oHa. — TakWxX BOCTIOMHHAHWH Y HAC elle He ObUIO.
OHna nepefaja YalHUK BEXJIMBO oxkuaalomeMy OXOTHUKY. BeTTH ¢ JIeHHBbIM JII0OONBITCTBOM
HaOJo1a1a, Kak pasrjiagyuiIuch YEPTHI €ro JIMLA MOCJIe MePBOro ke riaoTKa.

— U npaBpa: xopomui yad, — KUBHYJ OH. — MOXeT ObITb, MHE U HE C UEM CPABHHUTD, HO BKYC H
3arax ceruac ornpenesieHHO MPHHOCST PagoCTh.

— Kak 6yaro Tebe XOTh UTO-TO MOXKET MPUHECTH PAOCTh, — OYpKHYJ PyOameuHuxk.

OXOTHHK HEONPEIEJIEHHO XMbIKHYJI B OTBET U MPOTSHYJ €My YaHHHK, yACPKHUBAs 3a U3SIIHYIO
¢apdopoByio pyuky. YalHUK CTpaHHO COUETAJICS C €r0 MYKECTBEHHBIM HEIIOJUMbBIM OOJIMKOM, TaK
uyto beTTn THX0 XMxHuKHYyJa. Pybameynuk 3a0pai yalHUK U cliesa O0IbION IJI0TOK.

— JI1o6m10 SITOIHBIA, — CKa3aJl OH C THXOH OJIar0JapHOCTBIO, TIsiAs Ha Mapu-OHH. Bin3HAmKH
CHSUIH.

TaoOckep NoaATONKHYJI BeTT nop 1I0KOTh, M OHA TOKE MOTSIHYJIACh 32 YaWHUKOM. Yas el He
XOTEJIOCh, HO JIMIIIHUX BOIPOCOB O TOM, IOYEMY OHA OTKa3bIBAETCSI U XOPOILO JIK ce0sl UyBCTBYET,
OHa He XoTeja Tem Oosiee. MasieHbKUH BeTep Kak OyITO UyBCTBOBAJ €€ HACTPOSHHE U HAITPaBJISLI
00paTHO K pacCeBIMMCS B KPYT MOMyTUHKaM. beTTn 3abpana yalHHK, CTapasch MO0 BO3MOXHOCTH HE
npukacatbes K Pybameunuky. Y Hee u paHblie He ObUIO MOBOJIOB €My AOBepsTh. Temnepb, Korjaa
nosiBJIcst OXOTHHUK, OHa OKOHYATEJIbHO Pelia JePKaThCsl OT HEro B ctopoHe. M Bce paBHO HATH
OJIHOHM TIOPOTOM, HO JOBEPSITh MY OOJIbIlIEe OHA Obl HE PEIIHIIACh.

Yait v mpaBaa oKasascs 3aMeuaTeSbHbIM, JyIIUCTBIM U apOMaTHbIM. BeTTH MbICJIEHHO BEpHYJIach Ha
noJistHKy B Jlecy, rae BnepBbie BcTpeTuiachk ¢ Pybameunnkom. Eif mokasanocsk, 4To 9T0 ObLI0
IIaBHBIM- TABHO, TOJIbI, TOOBI Ha3aI...

BypHble 00cykaeHHs JaJbHEHIIKX MJIAHOB MPUBEJH K TOMY, YTO BO3I[JIABUTb OTPSII JOJIKHA OblIa
BerTh, Beap Taobcbep ciyman Tojabko ee. OXOTHHK CKasall, uTo OyJeT NPUKPbIBaTh €€ OT
TaTraBuTa, €CJIM B3IOPHBIH BETEP PEIIUT B OTKPHITYIO HA HUX HAMACTh. DIIM3HAMKH TOKHBI ObLTH
HITH B CEpelIMHE B KPETKO AepKaTh CYMKY C KapTOH, a PybameuHuKy ocTaBajioch TOJIbKO
MPUKPBIBATh OTXOJ,.

— U ecnu Th1 nonpoOyenib CTPYCHTD... — npopbiuai OXOTHHK, HO PyOalieuHuk CliOKOHHO BCTPETHI
€ro B3rJIS:

— He cTouT Tak co MHOM TOBOPHTH, — MSTKO TONpocwi oH. — S obeman, uto noseny bertu no
Crapoit LlepkBH, U 51 caenai 9To. Sl caM HHUYEro He KeJjalo CHJIbHEe, KaK OKa3aTbCs PSIIOM C HEH.
— IMouemy 1ol yBepeH, uto Crapas LiepkoBb nomoxet Tebe?

— [loTomMy uTO HHYEro APYroro MHe He OCTAeTCsl, — YIPsIMO cKa3aa PyOaleuHuk u CTUCHY
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Kynaku. — M 1ebe Toxe, nHaue Thl He OJy’Kaan Obl B TOMCKAX M HE TPSITAJICS OT CBOEH BCETJIa30H
XO3SHMKH!

— A ne...

— Hy na, KoHeuHO, Thl IPOCTO TaK CHIMUIIb B neuiepe!

— XBaTuT, xBatut! — beTTH Biesna mexay HUMH. — [Touemy Bbl Bce BpeMsi ciopute? Mbl ke
ceryac Ha OJIHOM CTOpoHe?

— 51 HuKoOrga He ObUI C HUM Ha OJHOM CTOPOHE, — XMYpPO BO3pas3ui PybameuyHuk u oTBepHyICs.
Bertu oTkpbuia O6bLIO POT, UTOOBI CKA3aTh, UTO 3HAET MPO UX OOLIKE Aea, HO ocekiach. Kakue Obl
CeKpeThl HU 00beIuHsUM Pybameunrka u OXOTHHKA, € HE CTOWJIO B 9TO JIE3Th. Y Hee eme Oyaer
BpeMsl 3aaTh BOMPOCHI, HO cefuac e OoJible BCero X0TeJoch J0OpaThCs yxke Kyaa-HUOy Ob

— Briepe Iy ObLJT TAKOW JJIMHHBIHA My Th, @ OHA BCE ellle CHOENH B 9TOH neniepe. Tem Oojiee, uTo uan
KOHYMJICSI, 1a ¥ MOPbIBBI TaTraBHTa MOIUIM Ha CHal.

Mb5pH OCTOPOKHO BBHITJISIHYJIA U3 MELIEPHI.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, Mbl MOKEM UATH, — PEIIUTENbHO CKa3aia oHa. — JlaBal, berTtu!

BeTTu rnmyboko B3MOXHYIA U cAeiaa mar Hapy Ky, MTHOBEHHO YBSI3HYB BO BJIaKHOHM 3emJe. B
BO3JyX€ OLIyTHMO NaxJio rpo3oH. Panbime bettn HpaBmiics 9TOT 3anax, HO TENepb OH BCEJSIT
TpeBory. TpaBa BOKpyr Obl1a MPUMSITa U UCTONTAHA, XOTsI HHKOTO, KPOME BETPA, 3[€Chb U ObITh HE
MmorJio. [lei3ax onsiTe u3MeHWICs. Tpex X0JIMOB C paCTyIIUMH Ha HUX KPUBBIMH JIEPEBbSIMH 3/1€Ch
paHblie He ObLIO, KaK U ITyOOKOM TpeIrHbI MPSIMO HaJ BXOJOM B HX Meniepy. beTTu pemmresbHO
NomUIa BIEpea — MPSITAThCsl B CMIACUTEbHOH TEMHOTE MOXKHO OBbLIO J10JIT0, HO 9TO HH Ha MHUT He
MpUOIM3HIIO OBl €€ K BO3BPAILICHHIO B CBOH MHP.

— IMomoru Ham, noxainyicra, Taobcbep, — MoaHecs: BETeP K JHILY, MPOLIeNnTana OHa MpsiMO B
cupeHeBoe 00Jako. — OTroHu OT HAacC Opyrue BeTpa, MOKa Mbl HAeM K Kpato XoamoB. OHH ke He
OecKOHEeuHble, U Ha KapTe BUJHO, UTO Jajblie nersax Mensietcs. Ham He ouenb nosro uaru. Ho mel
HE CMOJKeM, €CJIM Ha Hac HanmaayT Betpa. [loxanyicTa, MpUKpoH HAac. Mbl pacCUMThIBaeM Ha TeOs...
®uosieToBoe 00JIAKO B €€ pyKax MOTEIJIeso, 3apoxkKajio U HayaJlo OIyTUMO pa3ayBaTbcs. bertn
Imar”yJja Hasaf, pasmbiKasi 00bsiTHsI, U TaoOchep B3MbUI B He00. O0IaK0 HAUaIO pacTH, pacTH, U
MOCTETEHHO 3aroJIHUIIO He0o. Bokpyr moteriesno.

— Hpure cioga! — nosBana bertu. — TaoOckep npsiuet Hac ot poxast! M, KaxeTcs, OT 4y KHux
B3IJISIIOB TOXE.

Mbspu-2HH, OXOTHHK 1 Py0aieuHuk BbIIUIM U3 MEMepsl, C YAUBICHUEM OTJISIAbIBASICh 10 CTOPOHAM.
— JaBHO TaTraBUT TaKOro He yCTpauBasl, — CO 3HAHHEM jeJa ckasald OXOTHHK. — JlepkKuTe KapTy

Kpenue. beTTH, Benu Hac.
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— 47 — BetTn pacrepsiiack. Peub ma o Tom, uToObI OHA IIJIA BIIEpe, HO BECTH... Bripouem, passe
9TO He OAHO U TO ke? ApTyp Hum pacckaspiBas edt 0 Bosikax. YTo nepBbif BOJIK BCErAa BEIET CTAIO.
3HauuT, eil celuac HaJlo CTaTh MEPBbIM BOJKOM?

BerTu npukpslia riasa ¥ ctajga BCIIOMHHATD KapTy.

— Tyna! — ee masien; ykasaja B CTOPOHY TpeX MOSIBUBLIMXCS XOJIMOB. — Mbl uaem tyna u npsimo! U
HHUUero He Ooutech, TaoOcbep ¢ HaAMHU.

@DUOJIETOBBIH BETEP CTyCTUIICS BOKPYT HUX, H OHU MPOJOJDKHIIH MY Th.

I'masa 14.

Baaronapst TaoGcbepy Ha myTH yepe3 X0JIMbl OHH HE BCTPETHJIM HUKAKHUX MPENSITCTBHH.

— He 3Hato, kak goiro eme OyaeT Tak CHOKOHHO, — 3alyM4YHBO ITporoBopui Pybameunuk. — Ho
€CJIM Mbl He COMJIUCh C Kypca, CKOpO Mbl BbieM K Bosiotam Tpesoru.

— He 6bU10 eme HUKOro, KTo cMor Obl poiTH uepe3 bosora TpeBoru, — yrpomo 3amMeTu1
OxoTHUK. — [lake Takue, Kak s, CIydaeTcsl, THOHYT TaMm.

— UYro Ttakoe bosnora TpeBoru? — HegoymeHHo cnipocuiia beTTn. — toro mecra He ObUIO Ha
Kapre.

Mb5pH ¥ DHH NEperJIsIHY JIMCh.

— MbI pucoBaJIM KapTy TOHM MECTHOCTH, O KOTOPOH CaMH 3HaJIM, — NpHU3Haiack Mopu. — U s
Brepsble cibly 0 bonotax Tpesoru. Pybameunnk, OXOTHHK, Bbl 3HaeTe Oosbiie Hac. Yero Ham ere
CTOMT OMacaTbCcs?

PyOameunuk nomopmusics. B royoce ero 3Byvana nocana:

— Bce, uTO 4 3Ha10, 9TO CKa3KH, JIET€Hbl U HEOBUIUIIBL. I MPOCMOTPES MHOKECTBO BOCTIOMHUHAHHH,
IbITasICh HAUTH CBOM. Bposiune BocmOMHHAHUS OBICTPO TEPSIIOT CBSI3b C PEAIbHOCTBIO, U CJIOKHO
BEPHUTb BCEMY, UTO U3 HUX y3Haelb. TpedyeTcst Bpemsl, UTOObI HAyYUTbCS OTJINYATH JIOKD OT
npaBabl. 1 MHe 9TO yaeTcs He KaxK bk pas.

OXOTHHMK XMBIKHYJ:

— JIJ1s1 TOrO, KTO BOPYET 4y KHE BOCIIOMHHAHHS, Thl Y IUBUTEJILHO XOPOIIO JEPKHIIbCS. TBON
paccy oK OOJKEH OBITh YK€ HACKBO3b U3bEIEH Uy KHUMH OpeaHSIMH.

— Mens ciacaet Most naMsiTh — PyOaieynuk KpuBo yJbIOHYJICSl. — MHe MoBe3so yaepxkaTb ceosl.
Hpyrum Beset He Tak cHiIbHO. K cioBy o apyrux: bonora Tpesoru — 910 MecTo, rae siBb
CTaHOBHTCSI HEBO3MOXKHO OTJIMUMTD OT PEabHOCTH, a TOCKA MOJIyyaeT HaJl TOOOIO BJACTb.

bertu B3gpornyna. Bee 910 3Byvano oueHb HenpHsiTHO. C Apyroi CTOpOHbL, MECTO MEXY SIBBIO U
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CHOM OBLJIO TOpa3fo OJIMKE K ee peaJbHOM MHpPY, ueM Oy K aaronipe X0oJaMbl, CpeId KOTOPbIX TO
3JI€Ch, TO TaM BUTAJIH OOPBIBKH CEPEOPHUCTHIX HUTEH.

OHu 1K Bepe] U NPeCTaBIsI COOOH CO CTOPOHBI, JOJIKHO ObITh, OUEHb CTPAHHYIO KAPTHHY.
BerTu Bo3riassiia mecTBHe, OCTOPOXKHO BbIOMpast HauOoiee 6e30NacHbId, Ha ee B3IJISIA, MY Th:
nocJie 0OppIBa OHA YK€ HE TaK JOBEpsijia MITKOM 3eJieHOH TpaBe. 3a CIIMHOM IIar B Iar ¢ Her
HECJIBIIHO cKoJIb3uJ1 OXOoTHHK. Ero moryuas teHp nagana Ha TpaBy. OTKyda nnajajia TeHb U YTO B
9TOM MHUpE 3aMeHsIJIO CoJHLEe, beTTH mpennounTana He 3aayMbiBaThcsl. OTBETOB OHA BCe PaBHO Obl
He nostyumsa. Passe uyTo KTO-TO U3 OJ1y:KJAOIUX Oy, TOJOOHO MapH-DHH, pelns BCIIOMHUTH cebe
HEMHOTO THEBHOTO CBETA...

[TogymaB o Mapu-OHH, beTTH Bece-Taku 00epHynach. BIM3HAMKY UK, KPENKO CLENHBIIUCH
(hapdopoBbIMH TaTOHSIMH; KPEOUM HECTH CYMKY C IparoleHHOW KapTOH Bbilal DHH. DHH
NepeKHHyJIa peMeHb Yepes MIeU0 U BTOPOH PYyKOH KPEeIKO CXKUMasa TKaHb. Y 00eux J1eBoueK ObLIH
JKECTKHE, HAXMYPEHHbIE U COBCEM HE JEBHUbH B3IJISIIBI.

Bsrnsig BeTTr ckoJib3HYJ1 asblie U HEBOJBbHO OCTAHOBHIICS Ha PyGameunrke. OH 3aMbIKal OTpsil, U
NPH KaKJA0M ABHKEHHH €ro JJIMHHBbIE PYKH OOJTaIUCh, Kak y nmyrajia. Ero numo 010 3a1yMYnBO U
nevasiabHO. BeTTu yxke He 3Haza, 4To AyMaTh O HEM, MOKHO JIM €My AOBEpSITb — HO BbIOOpa y Hee He
obu10. Bee pemmrtest y Crapoit LiepkBuy, Tam oHa U HalaeT Bce OTBEeTHl. Pybaieunuk noman ee
B3[JISI U AEJIAHHO YJIBIOHYJICSI:

— Bnepen, bertu boin. Tel Teneppb Hall mpegBOAUTEb.

Bertu BcnbixHya ¥ oTBepHYyJIach. OH eme U IyTUT! DTO TOJIBKO B CKa3Kax JIETKO MOJIyYaeTCs:
TepOHHSI MOMAaJaeT B BOJIIEOHYIO CTPaHy U cpa3y oOpeTaeT BOMMIEOHYI0 CHITY, H TepOH MaJaioT K ee
HOram... A y Hee BMECTO MarmuecKOH CHJIbl 3arajiouHasi 6J1JaroCKJIOHHOCTh MECTHOT'O BETpa, BMECTO
repoeB — MyTHbIH PyOameunuk, ctpamssiii OXOTHHK U ABe (papOpoBble KYKJIbl, U Y HEE HET CHJI
Jaxe CAeJIaTh CJeAYIOMHUH ar, XOYeTcsl JIeub U JIekKaTb KOMOUKOM B YIJly MEIEepbl, a i
MIPUXOIUTCS KyJla-TO BECTH 9Ty TOJIY.

Bce oTo Bapyr nokasanock bertn yxacno HecripaBemmBbiM. OcTpasi 60Jib B CIIUHE pPBaHyJa ee
Hasall, ¥ JeBOUKA HEOXKHUIAHHO JJis ce0si pacruiakanack. KpyrHble ciesbl rpagoM KaTHIKCD IO
IEeKaM, OHA yIaja Ha KOJIEHH U IPOMKO, C YIOBOJIbCTBHEM ILIaKasia, He oOpainasi BHUMaHHs Ha TO,
YTO BCE CTOJIUINUCH BOKPYT Hee.

— Yrto 970 C HEH?

— 910 Tkaunxa! HuKak He OCTaBUT ee B MOKOE.

— Jla OT Hee HUYEero He OCTaHEeTCsl paHblile, ueM Mbl foraem a0 bonor CuoB! Bel B cBoeM yme?

— A 4TO MBI MOTJIA CHENATH?
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— Ilo kpaiiHert Mepe, OHa MIOMHHUT, KTO OHA TaKasl.

— H oTkyna oHa.

— A oHa oTKyaa? — 9To TouHO ObUT rosioc OXOoTHHKA, HO BeTTu Ob10 Bce paBHO. OHa Jeria Ha
TpaBy ¥ 00XBaTHJIa FOJIOBY pyKaMH, MMPOJIOJIKAs B TOJIOC BCXJIMITBIBATH M CIIyIIATh roJjioca
TOBapHIIEH.

— OHa oTTyAa ke, OTKyAa U 51, — BCTYINUII B pasroBop Pybameunuk. — OTkyna mbl Bce. M oHa
coBceM 1oHas. Kyna e cripaBuTbCs ¢ 9TUM?

— Tkauuxa HH 3a UTO €e He OTIYCTHT, — OXOTHHK OMYCTHJICS Ha KOJIeHH psiioMm ¢ beTrtu u nposen
JIAJIOHBIO TIO ee rieuaM U cnivHe. Jlagons Obuta Oosbiiasi U rpy0Oasi, mepiaBoe NPUKOCHOBEHHE
YyBCTBOBAJIOCH J1a’Ke CKBO3b MaKy. — B He# Tak MHoro Bcero. Cuibl u ctpactu. M xpabpocTty,
yTOOBI IPUUTH Cl01a U 6opoTbesi. Ho oHa He moimeTt. Croput paHblie, yeM Mbl fepeiaeM boioTa.
Eciu He coiet ¢ yma cpeau HUX.

— Yro Thl peaJiaraenib?

— Cas3b ¢ Tkaunxoi noryour ee, a BMecTe ¢ Hell Bcex Hac.

— W ut0? MbI 3HaeM, 4TO PUCKYEM.

— Py0Oameunuk!...

— Ecnu ThI cTpycun, Tak ¥ cKaxu. JIeBOUKY B MOKOE OCTaBb...

— Py06ammeunuk, nociaymai!..

— OHa oueHb CHUJIbHASI, OHA CIIPABUTCS, 51 9TO cpa3y MoHsi1. OHa — HaJek[a, Halla HaJex1a, Most
Hagexaa! [ToaToMy Tl MOKellb AeiaTh YTO XOUEllb, HO Mbl UeM fanbiie. bertu, betTH!
Pybameunuk Buenusics eu B rievo, Ho beTTH nepHyiack, He jKejasi MeBeJUThCS, He Kesast
BcTaBaTh. Ha Hee HakaTH/Ia CBUHIIOBAsl yCTaJIOCTh. B memepe Bce Ka3anoch TAKUM MTPOCTBIM U
MIPaBUJIbHBIM, OHH MPUAYMAJIH XOPOIIWH IJIaH, HO CTOWJIO CHeJaTh mar B OeckpaiHue XO0JMbl, U
CTaJIo SICHO, UTO OHM ITPOCTO oOMaHbIBasM ceOs1. Het Hukakoro koHua Xoamos. Crapas LiepkoBb —
BCETro JIMIIb MHUC...

— Crapas LlepkoBb — Bcero Jiiib MHQ... — B cJie3aX MOBTOPHJIA OHA BCIYX.

PybameuHuk TyT ke BIEMHIICS el B TUIEUH U C CHIIOH MOTPsIC:

— bertu! bertu! He nonnasaricq en!...

— CroBaMu T TYT HE MOMOKellb, — BO3pa3wyl OXOTHUK U BAPYT PHIBKOM MOAHsUT BeTTH ¢ 3emun,
IIOCTaBUB Ha HOTH.

Bertu BckpukHyia oT 60JIH, TaK CUJIBHO OH BUEMUJICS € B PYKH, 3aCTaBJIsisi OTOPBATh HX OT JIMLA.
M>5pu-2HH CTOSIIM B CTOPOHE M HAOJI0JaIH 32 HUMH, IPUOTKPBIB PThl. Py0ameuHuk ¢ TUXOH

0€ecroMOIIHOH 3/I0CTbI0 CMOTpeJ1 Ha OXOTHHKA.
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OXOTHHK e, Ka3aJa0och, ObLJ1 COBEepIIEeHHO CroKOoeH. OH JIerOHbKO yaapui beTTu mo meke
PACKPBITOH JIAJIOHBIO, H OT yAMUBJICHHS] OHA TIepecTaa MjaKkaTh U BOSMYIIEHHO YCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO.
— OTtcTaBuTh ceds KaJleTh, 9TOr0 AJ0Opa y HAC XBaTaeT, — cKasan OXOTHHUK, OPOCHB ObICTPBIH
B3rJIsi Ha PyOameunuka. Ero cypoBoe JIMIIO HUUEro He BhIPaKaio, CJIOKHO ObLJIO OHSTD, O 4YeM OH
JyMaeT U 4yTO YyyBCTBYeT. — Tbl Hy:)kHa HaM, BeTTu Boi. Tel enMHCTBEHHAS, KTO HA CAMOM [JeJie
CMOJKeT cOexath OT TKauuxu.

— 1 He mory, — Oe3HazexHo npomenTana bertu, onyctus B3rnsa. [IpucranbHo usyuas
CcOOCTBEHHBIE TPsI3HBIE JIAJOHH, OHA MPHU3HANach: — S He MOry Bac BecTH. Y MeHs HeT cuil. Hukakux
CHIL

— ¥V T1ebs ecTb cuilbl, — CMOKOHHO Bo3paswil OXOTHHK. — Tl Aajexko 3anuia.

— OHa AepXuT MeHsl, — XpHIUIo cKasayia bertu. — U nbeT MeHsl, nbeT, Kak Kakor-To Bammup. Kak
sl MOTY MIITH, KOTJja OHa MEHSI JePKUT?

— Torpa ugu 6e3 Hee.

[Ipexne, yemM KTO-1HOO ycriesa yTo-TO MOHsITh, OXOTHUK BBIXBATHJI M3-3a MOsICA CBOM TOIMOP U
pyOaHyJ O HUTSIM, TSIHYIIUMCS M3 €€ CTIMHBI. BeTTH MpUroTOBUIACh UCTIBITATh CHIIbHYIO 00JIb, HO, K
CBOEMY YIHUBJICHHIO, IOUYBCTBOBAJIA TOJIbKO JIETKOCTh. bosin He Obi10. M uepHast Tocka Toxke
oTctymnuia. KusHp 60Jble He Oblla UEPHOH U TOCKJIMBOH, OECCMBICTIEHHOH, MOXO0KEH Ha BSI3KUH
TyMaH, OTHUMABIIUH KeJlaHHe 4TO-JIM00 AenaTh U KaK-TO MbITaThCsl KUTh. HaBaxk aeHue ucuesso.

— ... d mory untu, cnacubo, — c1abo yJbIOHYIach OHA.

— Bor TosibKO Tenepb, — MpauHO MporoBopui Pybameunuk, He risasi Ha Hee, — Y Hac OCTaJIoCh

OUYC€Hb MaJIO BpEMCHH.

I'masa 15.

Hanpie mm ObICTPO, CTapasch He 00OpaUNBATHCS, H HE CMOTPETH MO cTopoHaMm. CepeOpHUCTHIX
HUTEH, Iper(YIONHIX BOKPYT, CTAHOBHJIOCH OOJIbIIe: BETPbl YCIOKOMIUCH. TaoOChep MpoIosrKa
MPUKPBIBATH MPOLIECCHIO, HAYIIYIO Yepe3 XOJIMbl. BETTH ¢ TpyIOM Mpoaupanach 4epes Cry TaHHbIe
3apOCJIM BBICOKOH TpaBbl U 3aCTaBJIsiia ceOs JesaTh miar 3a Marom U UATH Brepel. Pybameunuk men
psiioM, U beTTr uyBCcTBOBaa €r0 MOJYAIMBYIO MOAAEPKKY: OH ObLJI TOTOB MOJCTABUTh PYKY, €CJIH
OHa ymnajeT. [laxxe HeCMOTpSI Ha TO, YTO OHA HE MOTJIa OJHOCTBIO €My JOBEPSITh — U OH 9TO 3HAJ,
OH OCTaBaJCs psAOM. M3pH ¥ DHH IUIH BIIEpeId U COBCEM He IMO-IeBHUbH PYTaInuCh Ha
paspociIyiocst TpaBy, B HEKOTOPBIX MECTax JOXOJHUBLIYIO UM 110 nosica. OXOTHHK 1ieJl Biepend U

KHUHKAJIOM pa3py0ai TpaBy nepen coOOH, HO 9TO MaJIo OMOTajo: eBa OH JieJaJl Iar, Kak TpaBa
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cpacTaach 3a ero CluHOM, BblpacTasia BBEpX, TSHYJACh K CyMpauHOMY HeOy, Memasi UOTH IPYTHM.
— DTy TpaBy NOCAAUIIH 3JIb(pbl, — CKazay PyOameuHuk B OTBET HA HEMOH BOIPOC B ria3ax berru.
— Bot nouemy ona 31ech pactet. COOCTBEHHO, OT 9Jb(hOB OCTANACHh TOJIBKO TPaBa U 3eMIISI.

— 51 cMOTpIO, ¢ CaJOBHUKAMH BCe OBLIO TIOXO0, — KHCJIO MOy THIA BeTTH 1 CHOBA CIIOTKHYJIACh.
Py6ameunuk nmogxsatui ee moj JOKOTb.

— OcTtoposxHee! — npenynpennn oH U 100aBu oueHb THX0: — Kak Tbl ceOs1 uyBCTByelIb Tenephb?
— Ouenb ycTana, — TaK e TUXO NpusHaiach beTt B 0TBeT. — MHe Tak XOpOIIO H 310pOBO, U
OoJblle HEe XOUeTCsl JieUb U YMEPEeTb, HO 5 TaK yCcTana...

— Hepxuch, bertn, — oboapsionie yabiOnyicst Pybameunuk. — [ 1aBHOE, UTO HA HEKOTOPOE
BpeMsI Thl OT Hee cBoOoAHA. [Toka oHa Hac He HaHJeT, KoHeuHo. Mbl pa3o3iuiu ee. PacTpeBoxuM.
Ho mbl nponenany onacHbId U AJTUHHBIA MYTh, U MIOYTH Y LIEJIH.

— He cnymaii ero, — KpuKHyJ1a ¢ gocagod Mapu, — Mbl, KaxkeTcsl, 3a0J1y THINCH!

OXOTHHK OCTaHOBHJICS, @ CJIEIOM 332 HUM OCTaHOBUJIMCH U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE.

— MBI npaBaa 3a01y AMITUCh, — KUBHYJI OXOTHHK, CYpOBO XMYpsi OpOBH. — 311€Ch, HA OTKPbITOM
MIPOCTPAHCTBE, CJI0KHO COPHEHTHPOBATHCS ake MHe. BoamosxHO, uTo LlepkoBb OcTanach CUIbHO
nesee... M nmpasee. Ho BaxxHee ceiuac npyroe.

— Ut0? — ocTOopokHO cripocuia bertu, BeIrsapiBas us-3a mieua Pybameunuka.

— BpI uyBcTByeTe 3anax?

— 3anax?

— 5] HMUero He UyBCTBYIO.

— S toxe. A Tb1, Pybameunux?

— S yyBcTBYWO... — Pybameunuk noBea TOHKUM HOCOM. — BoJia v rHUJIb.

OXOTHHK KHUBHYI

— HmenHo. MHe KakeTcsi, UTO Mbl KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM oKasaiuchk okosio bosot Tpesoru.
PyGameunuk moexuics.

— DTO eIMHCTBEHHBIN NIPsIMOH My Th. Kak st u pacckaspiBai, bosora TpeBoru nexar coBcem OJIM3KO
k Crapo#t LlepkBu, Beb paHbllie 9TO ObLIH MpeKpacHbie syibduickue o3epa. Camblii KOPOTKHH My Th
JOJIKEH JiexkaTh uepe3 bonora.

— Ho onu Henpoxonumbie! Ctpammnbie! U rubmbie! — 3ananvkoBana Mapu, 1 JHH B3siia ee 3a
PYKY, CTPEMSICh YCTIOKOUTb.

— 3HayuT, MBI OMIEM Uepe3 HEMPOXOAUMbIE, CTPAIIHbIe U THOJbIe 00JI0Ta, — PEMHUTENbHO CKa3aia
Bertu. — Ilotomy uto MHAue MBI coBceM 3a0aynumcs. A PyGaiieuHuk roBOpUT, 4TO Y HAC OCTAIOCh

MaJio BpeMeHH. Ecin Mbl... Eciiu g1 v B camom gese pasosnnia TKauuxy U OHa OTIPaBHIIACH 10
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HauieMy cJjiefly, TO Mbl BCE B OITACHOCTH.

— K tomy ke B Xonmax cHOBa cMeHHJICS penbed, — ckasan Pybameunuk. — S mHOrO 6poaun B
XoyMax ¢ MOMOIIBIO UyKHUX HUTEH, KOT[1a HCKal CBOM BOCTIOMUHaHHUsI. M s1 HUKOr1a He BUAe
HACTOJIbKO BBICOKOH TpaBbl. OHa CJIOBHO CIIEIHAJIbHO XBAaTAET HAC 3a HOTH, MellaeT UATH Brepen. S
HE MOpPYyuyCh 3a TO, UTO MbI CMOKEM BbIOpaThCs OTCI0Aa O€3 MOTEPb.

— 4 BeIHYKOEH coryacuThes ¢ Pybameunukom, — B3risiag OXOTHHKA HE TIpeABenal HHUero
xopotero. — Bcee, uTo oH ckasai, npaBaa. A xopomo u3yuna XoJIMbl U YMeI0 HaXOAUThCS B HUX
noaroe BpeMsi. Ho Bce Mou HaBbIKK OecroJie3Hbl TaM, e 9Ta Tpasa.

— MHe HauMHaeT Ka3aTbCsl, UTO HAC BBIHYKIAIOT UATH Bliepe], — MOHYpO cKasai PybameuHuk. —
H mb1 ugem yxe gocratouno goJiro. Eciu 6b1 Tkaunxa xotena, ee OXOTHHKH YK€ HarHajau Obl HaC.
[TpoTHB CKOJIBKUX Pa3oM MOKellb BBICTOSITh Tbl, OXOTHHK ?

— IIpotuB gecsitu. Moxet ObITh, ABeHaAUATH, — OXOTHHK MOKaJ IieyaMud. — Sl OJIHH.
OxotaukoB MHOr0. M naxke Taobcbep HE CMOXKET IOJITO HaC MPUKPbIBaTh. BeTpa, KakuMu Obl
CBOEBOJIbHBIMH OHHM HHU ObLTH, B KOHEUHOM HUTOre MOAUHHSIOTCS TKauuxe.

— U Bce-Taku OHH ele 3a HAMU He MPHUIIUTH, — BeTTH BhIpsiIMIIIa CITHHY, paclipaBUiIa MJIeud U
MOJIHsIa TOA00POIOK.

— ¥ Hac ecTb BpeMsi, — ckaszas PyOameunuk, — Ho 51 He oxuaai, uto XoaMbl HACTOJIBKO
MEPEMEHYUBBL. ..

— 1 Toxe He mymasia, UTO Hallla KapTa OKaXeTCsl CTOJIb OECHOJIE3HOH, — IPYCTHO B3I0XHYJIa DHH.
— Mb1 ¢ MopH noTpaTiiIM Kyuy BpeMeHH Ha uzyueHre XoamoB. Kak oka3anoch, COBEPLIEHHO 3psl.
— Bpime Hoc! Bama kapta Ham y:xe Tak rnomorJa!

Bertu o0OBena pykoit 3apociiee TpaBoi moJie.

— M1 npunuty u3 Jleca! A Jlec oueHb ajneko, U Mbl MPOLUIK Yepe3 BCe 9TH XOJIMbI U BETPa, U
oueHb 0JIM3KO K 1esi. Mbl 3201y nuucs? Xopomwo. Ilorepsiin npsimyio gopory? Eme snyume. Ecium k
MocTy BeeT eqUHCTBEHHAsl JOPOra, Ha HEH HaBEPHsIKA HAC yKe MOIKUAAET 3acaga. Msl nomaem
yepe3 bonoTta TpeBoru HaCKBO3b U MPOHAEM 32 CTUHOU Y OXOTHUKOB!

— A 751 B300oapunace, bett boi, — ynpiOHycs Pybameunuk.

— Eme Obl, OT Hee oTpe3asu 9Ty IpsiHb, — Npodypuan OXoTHUK. — TONbKO HUKTO HE 3HAET, UTO
TaMm, B Bonotax TpeBoru. Dbgdbl yIud, U 3eMJIH OCTATUCH 3a0BITHIMHA U CTOSUTH TAKUMHU JTOJITHE
roJibl, a NOCJIe HAMOJHUIIKCH N0 Karuie 4ykKoH 00JIbo.

— BoT MbI ¥ y3HaeM, — BeTTu pemuTenbHo ckana KyJakd. — Mbl JOJKHBI UATH Brieped. M kak
MO3KHO ckopee. UToObl BeIOpaThes oTcioaa!

Ona riy00Ko0 B3IOXHYJIa U CAeJaa Iar BIepes Mo HalpaBJICHHI0 K MPAaYHOMY TyMaHy,
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TeMHemeMy Baaau. TymaH OJecTen U CKJIaabpIBaJICS B CMYTHBIE CHIIY9Thl, KOTOPBIE MAaHUJIH K ceOe.
berTu He mobuia TymaH, Bcerga B rJiyOWHE AYIIH CTpANIMIach ero, HO ceHyac e ObIIO BCe PaBHO.
OxoTHHK oTpe3an ee oT TKauuxu, U OHA UyBCTBOBAJIA MPHJIUB CHJI M HAJIESUIaCh TOJBKO, UTO 9THX
CHJI XBAaTHT, UTOOBI JOOPATHCSI TOMOH.

TaoOckep CrycTHiICs BOKPYT HHX, CJIOBHO CTapasicb OOHSTD.

— Kaxercsi, on npomaeTcs... — npomenTaia Mapwu.

— OH ke BeTep, — MSTKo ckazan Pybameunuk. — Ero mecto B Xoamax. OH He MOKET UX
MOKHHY Tb.

BeTTn nouyBcTBOBaIa KOMOK, BCTABUIMH B TOpJIE.

— Twi Tak 3m0poBO noMor Ham, TaoOckep, — MpolenTana OHa U MOJHSIA PYKY, CTPEMSICh
KOCHYTbCsI BeTpa. TaoOchep KauHyJICsl €l HaBCTpeuy, 3aKJoyas B AbIMUaTbie (hHOJIETOBbIE OOBSTHSI.
— IMoxany#cta, Oyap XOpOLIKUM BETPOM, He AeJal riaynocted u 6eperu cedsi. Thl 3aMmeuaTesbHbIN
apyr.

TaoOcbep 3aky1yOUIICS BOKPYT HHX, 3aKPBIBAsi CO BCEX CTOPOH, OCTABJISISI OTKPBITBIM TOJIBKO MTPOX0]1
K CEpOMy TYMaHy.

— Taobcbep mpukpoet Hac! — ckazana betTu. — [loka mMbl He cTynum Ha 3emutd bosiot Tpesory,
oH OyzneT 3amumaTth Hac oT Bcex! Maem!

— Tsl ouenb xopomui Betep, Taobcbep, — npodopmoTan Pybameunuk, pasBoasi pyKaMH BbICOKYIO
TpaBy. — Mbl T€0s1 HE TOCTOHHBI.

— Cnacubo Tebe, noOpbid BeTep, — MPOrOBOPUIH MapH U DHH.

¥ 00eHx B rjiazax CTOSIJIH CJIE3BI.

I'masa 16.

bertu xoTena BO3rIaBUTh NPOLECCHIO, BIOXHOBJISITh, KaK M MOJIOKEHO JIUAEPY, HATH BIEpe C
ropJ0 MOJHSATOH roioBod. M30aBUBIIKCH OT mayTHHBI TKaunxH, oHa ObLjIa TIOJTHA CHUJT K JKEJTaHHUS
BEpHYTbCs AoMOH. Ho peasibHOCTh HEMEJIEHHO BEpHYJIa €€ C HeOeC Ha 3eMJTI0: MyYOK TPaBbl
OOBHJICSI BOKPYT €€ HOTH, ¥ OHa e]Ba He pyXHyJia Ha 3eMimio. OXOTHHK ycrell MOJXBAaTUTh ee, He
JaBasi yrnacTb, U ObICTPO OTpe3asl MEMAIyI0 TPaBy.

— Ona TOYHO HE Ha HaleH CTOPOHY, — Mpomunesa oH. — Bot uto, bertn bon, nyctu-ka mens
BIIEped. Y MEHsl €CTb HOX.

BeTTn He pemmiiach ¢ HUM CIOPUTH M OTONUIA Ha3al, AaBast OXOTHUKY NpoUTH. OH nepexBaTHII

CBOHM HOX TaK, 4TOOBI UM ObLJIO yAOOHO pacuuiaTh JOPOTY, U IBUHYJICS Briepen. beTTu mpitanach
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JEpKaThCsl MPSIMO 3a €ro CIUHOM, 3a HeH criemyid Mapu 1 DHH, He ocTaBuB PyOameunuky apyroro
BBIOOPA, KpOME KaK MPUKPBIBATH UM CIHHBL. TaoOChep crycTHIICS BOKPYT, CTapasiCh MPUKPBITh HX OT
NOCTOPOHHUX TIJIa3, HO BETEP HUYEro HE MOT IPOTHBOIIOCTABHUTD TPABE.

TpaBa B30ecuach, apanaiach, XBaTajla 3a HOTH U TsiHYJIa BHU3. OXOTHUK OpYI0BaJl HOKOM H
PELIMTESIbHO e MPSIMO K cepoMy TymaHy. beTtu nogymaia, yto Takod yesoBek, Kak OXOTHHK,
Mor Obl IPOUTH U 0€3 HOXKa: OH ObUI CUJIEH U KPENOK, B OTJIMUHE OT OCTaJIbHBIX. MapH-OHH ObUTH
XPYNKUMH (papOpOBbIMH KYKJIAMH, YbH IJIaThs1 IOPBAJIMCh U HCIIAUKAJIUCh B 3€MJIE H TPaBe, KOCHI
pacTpenaiuch, a OalMayKH Nepenaykaiuch B Ipsi3u. Pybameunuk ¢ ero JIMHHBIMH TOHKMMH
PYKaMH U HOTaMH, ¢ BOJIOCaMH, OECIIOKOMHO NMaJaBIIMMH Ha JIUIO, TOKE MaJIO YTO MOT
NPOTHBOIIOCTABHUTD 1IEJIOMY MHPY, BbICTYyMaomeMy npoTus HUX. [lofimas a1y mbiciab bettn
OKOHYATEJIbHO TMOHSJIA, YTO OHU — BCe OHH! — OoJIblle He NpUHaJJIeKaT MUpY TeHeH, a 3HauMT y
HUX T OJy4aeTc s. Bece nonyuaercsi! 3To OTKpbITHE OKPBUIHIIO €€ O0Jiblie 00pe3aHHbIX HUTEH U
6smsoctu Crapot Llepksu.

— Bnepen, OXOTHHK, MHUJIEHBKUH, — IIPOCHJIA OHA, BBITJISIABIBAs M3-3a ero mieda. — Ham coBcem
HEMHOT'O OCTaJIOCh!

OXOTHHK MoJIYa pyOUJI TpaBY W IIeJ BIieped, He KeJlasi TPAaTUTb CHJIbI Ha PasroBopbl. PyOameunuk
MOJIOKHUJ PYKH Ha Tuieud Mapu-OHH, IpHKUMast IeBOYEK K ceOe M IMPOJIBUrasiCh CKBO3b TPaBY
BMECTE C HUMH.

B xoHue koHLOB, paccyauia berTu, TpaBa He MOKEeT MemaTh UM BeuHo. PaHo WM mo3nHO 9TO
3aKOHUMTCSI.

H TpaBa KOHUMIIACh, PacCTYNHIACh HEXOTS, YCTYIHJIAa HATHCKY OXOTHHUbErO HOXa. beTTH caenana
IIAr Ha YEPHYIO BJIAXHYIO 3€MJIIO U OIJISIAEIIACD.

X 0JIMBI 3aKOHUMJIMCh. DTOT CTpaHHBIA MUp TeHel umes CBOH, HEBUIUMBIE IJ1a3y, rpaHulpbl. M onn
NEPECEKJIM ele OJHY IPaHHLy, NeH3aK U3MEHHJICS TaK JKe Pe3KO U Heu30eKHO, KakK MPH BbIXOJE M3
Jleca B X0MBI.

UepHas 3eMiis, TycTas v BJlaXKHasl, ITy3bIPHJIACH O] X HOTAMH, OT Hee MOJHHMAJICS €J1€ 3aMETHBIHA
nap. berTu 3amMeTHia KpaeM riasa, uto PyOammeynuk npuces Ha KOPTOYKH U ONYCTHJI B 3eMJTIO
nasplpl. Pyka npoBanuiack, OH OTIEPHYJI €€ U IOCMOTPEN Ha OCTaJIbHBIX C PaCTEPSIHHBIM
HEOYMEHHEM:

— OHa ropsuas. 3emJjst — ropsiyasi.

Mb5pH-HH 0ONacaMBO MPHXKAIHCh APYT K Apyry. TymaH u apMsmasics 3eMiis Myraiu Hx.

— OctopoxHo, — npeaynpeaui OXoTHHK. — DTo elle He 00J10Ta, 9TO TOJIBKO MOJACTYIIBI K HUM.

OH yOpas Hok 0OpaTHO B HOXKHBI M INMPOKHUMH IBHKEHHUSIMH ILJIEU Pa3MsUI CITHHY.
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— Mp1 noskHbI TOponuThesi. OHA 3HAET, TIe Mbl. JTO JIOBYIIKA, U HAM MMOHAI0OUTCS BCE Halle
MYKeCTBO, UTOOBI BBIOPATHCS OTCIO/IA KHBBIM.

— Hy He Oyap Thl TaKUM MpPaUyHBIM, — KPHBO YJIbIOHYJICSI PyOameunuk, oqHako rnodesesmiee JUI0
BBIIABAJIO €T0 C FOJIOBOH.

BeTTu TOXE OBUIO CTpalIHO, HO OHA YIIPSIMO B3[EPHYJIa MOA0OPOAOK, HATIOMHUB ceOe, UTO OHA —
NIPeIBOIUTETb.

— Bnepen! — ckomanmoBana oHa.

U neppas crenana mar B ropsiuyio UepHYIO 3eMIII0, HEMEeIJIEHHO MPOBAJUBIIHCH MOUYTH 1O
IUKOJIOTKY. KaxeTcs, KpocCOBKM OHa MOTOM He craceT. Bnipouewm, pemmia npo cedst berry,
BBIOpAThCS OTCIOAA KUBOH — YXKE TOCTATOYHO. A KPOCCOBKH MOKHO U HOBbBIE KYNHTh, ObUIH OBl
HOTH, Ha KOTOPBIX HX HOCHTb.

3a cnrHOM beTTH oTuassHHO UepTHIXAJTKCh, TPOKJIMHAS BCe O0Ji0Ta Ha cBeTe, MaopH U DHH: HX
aKKypaTHbIM TydesbkaMm Mnpuinen KoHell. Pybameunrk 1 OXOTHHK, C OJUHAKOBO CKATBIMH r'yOamMH U
3J10 COIYPEHHbIMH IJ1a3aMH, IJIH BIIEpe,.

betTH, OpocuB Ha HUX OBICTPBIN B3IJISIA, BIEPBbIE MOAYMaJla, UTO OHH OUeHb NOX0XU. HecMoTps Ha
TO, UTO BHEUIHE OHH Pa3JIMYAIUCh, KaK HE0O U 3eMJisl, B HUX 000HX OBLJIO UYTO-TO HEYJIOBUMO oOI1ee.
Hznom O6poBeit, MaHepa XMypPHUThCS U MOAKUMATh POT, MPUBBIUKA CTABUTh HOTH, Pa3BOPOT ILIEY.
Bertu nponuia 60k 0 00K ¢ HUMH 0OOUMH YK€ OOJIbIIOH MYyTh, HO JIMIIb CEHUac, 3aCTPsIB B IPSI3U
€llBa He M0 KOJIEHO, HalllIa BO3MOKHOCTb PasrJIsiAeTh KaK CJIeAyeT CBOMX CIyTHUKOB. E# npumuio B
TOJIOBY, UTO TOJIbKO BHEUIHHE MPEMSITCTBUSI MOT'YT 3aCTaBUTh UEJIOBEKAa OCTAHOBUTHCS H
BHUMATEJIbHO MIOCMOTPETH HA TO, UTO €r0 OKPYIKAeT, 1axke B CAMOW OMACHOW CUTYyallHH.

A eme — YTO celyac CIMIIKOM OMacHas CUTYalHsl, YTOObI peJaBaThCsl Pa3mLyMbsIM.

Uepes napy MrHOBEHHUH OKa3aJlOCh, UTO MOCJIEIHsISI MBIC/Ib MPHIILIA B TOJIOBY HE TOJIKO €. Mapu u
OHH NeperisiHyJIUCh, PyOameuHuK CTUCHYJT XY/ Ible MaJiblibl B HeyOeUTeIbHbIe KYJIAKH, & KPHUKHYI,
MaxHYyB PyKOH:

— bexum! Ham Haymo 6exath, €Ciid Mbl IPOJOJIKHM HITH, MBI. . .

OH He IOroBOpHJI, HO CITyTHUKH U TaK MOHSUTH ero. Kakapli mar naBajicsi Bce cloxkHee. beTTH ¢
YCHUJIMEM BBITAIMJIA HOTY U3 BSI3KOHM TOIH U MOnpoboBaia nodexarpb Blepel, HO Y Hee He
MOJIyUHJIOCh. Jlaske ObICTPO HATH HE BBIILIO, HE TOBOPSI YKE O TOM, UTOObI MoOekaTh. 3a ee CIIMHOU
Mb5pu-OHH KpUKHYJIH, OyATO MPOYUTAB €€ MBICIIH:

— Tsoxeno uaru! Kak OyaTo He TOJNBKO 3eMJIsl, HO U BO3[yX MemiaeT Ham!

CIoBHO B MOATBEp:KIeHHE UX CJIOB PyOameuHuk 3akamisiics, Npru:KuMasi 1aloub Ko pty. bertu

MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO B POT € HaOMJICS MeCOK — Kak OyTo 3a1yJ1 OueHb MblIbHBIA BeTep. [lapy pa3 B
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rof Ha yauny Beicokux OCHH HaJleTasl TAaKOW BETEP H HHKOMY He aBajl HOpMaJbHO kHTb. Ho 9TO
pemanocs npocTo, TyT beTTu 3Hana, 4To Aenats.

— 3amoTanTe JMIO TPSIMKaMH, ObICTpO! - KpuKHYJIa oHa. — HesaueM 9TUM apimaTh!

— Oma npaBa, — KOpOTKO Opocuyi OXOTHHK M HATSIHYJI BODOTHHK CBOEH OIEKIbl TaK, UTO
OCTaJIUCh BUAHBI TOJIBKO TJjlasa.

Py6ameunuk nonpiTancsi oTOpBaTh MOAOJ OT CBOEH KJIETUATOM IJIMHHOW PYOaIIKH, HO eMy SIBHO He
XBaTajo cuil. OXOTHHK CXKAIUJICS HaJ HUM, JOCTAJ U3-3a M0sICA HOX U CYHYJI B PyKH CYTHHKY.
Pybameunuk uagan cTpaHHbIN 3BYK, MOXO0KHUH HA BOIIPOCHUTENBHOE XMBbIKAHbE, HO KYCOK TKaHH
OTpe3al, MocJie Yero MOoChemuI nepeatb Hoxx Mapu-OHH. Y OM3HSIIIEeK ObUIH OUeHb 100pOTHBIE
IUIaThsl U3 TUIOTHOM TKaHH, U OTOPBATh OT MOJ0JIa KYCKH Yy HUX HE MOJYYasloCh.

— Hy:xHo pe3atp He o101, a MoABIOOHUK! - BOBpeMsi cooOpa3uia DHH.

— U npaBpa: HamM HUKHKE 100KU CAesIaHbl U3 TOHKOro 6arucrta!l — obpasoBasiach Mapu 1 ObICTpO
oTpesaJla KyCOK TKaHH cebe u cecTpe.

Tenepp TobKO BeTTH ocTanachk ¢ OTKPBHITHIM JIMLOM. OHa HE MOTIJla OTOpPBaTh KyCOK TKaHH OT
(pyTOONKH MK Y3KUX TKHHCOB, @ HHKAKOIO IJIaTKa WJIK KOCBIHKH y Hee He Obu1o. Mapu
NOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hee U OTXBAaTHJIa OT CBOETO IJIAaThsI eIle OJIUH KYCOK.

— Bosbmu, bertn, — Mopu npotsiHyna BeTTH KyCOK TKaHH H HOK.

Bertu 6narogapHo yiplOHynach U oCTemuIa 0OBsI3aTh TUVIATOK BOKPYT JIMIIA HA MaHep KOBOOEB U3
¢prpmoB npo dukuit 3anan, Kotopble JoouI cMotpeTs ApTyp Hum. OHu naxe moOuam urpatb
MHOTr1a B KOBOOEB, HO UrpaTh ObLJIO BECEJIO, a CTOSITh MO IHUKOJIOTKY B TPSICHHE MOJ, MbLJIbHON OypeH,
C Uy’>KHM HOKOM B pyKax, mouemy-To coBceM HeT. Hox OXOTHHKa ObLT TSKEJIbIH, KeJIe3HbIH,
0oOMOTaHHbIH YepHOH KoskeH 1o Bcer pykosiTke. Korga Bertu noeepHynace Kk OXOTHHKY,
HaMepeBasiCh BEPHYTb HOXK, TOT MOKayaJl TOJOBOM.

— OcraBsb cebe. BoamoskHO, Tebe OH OyeT HyKHee.

berTtn ynuBunace, Ho crioputb ¢ OXOTHHKOM He cTaja. [leBouKa NpUCTPOMIIA HOXK 3a PEMHEM
JIUKMHCOB M OCTOPOHO ABHUHYJACH JajiblLIe.

Bouio sicHo, uTO OekaTh HE MOJIYUUTCS], OCTABAIOCH TOJIBKO yIPsIMO UATH Briepea. OXOTHHK e
BIIEpEeIH U MPOKJIAAbIBAJ MyTh, KAK MEPBBIH Mec B cobaubel ynpsikke. XoTs B riazax beTTu oH ObL1
MOXO’K Ha OOJIBIIOro BOJIKA WM Jaxe MeaBes. Tak uiu uHaue, ceHyac OH BO3TJIaBJISUI UX
MaJIeHbKYIO CTal0, U TJIABHOM 3a/1auer ObIJI0 He OTOUTHCS OT Hee. A 9TO ObUIO HEMPOCTO: BO3AYX
CTAHOBHJICS Bce 0oJiee MbUIbHBIM, U TIATKH Ha JIMLE He MOTJIM TOJIKOM 3all[UTHUTh, B TOpJIie
MOCTOSIHHO MEPIINIIO, U KaX bl B3AOX JaBajcs ¢ OospmM TpyaoM. Horu Bsiznu B 3emiie,

TEMIIEpaTypa KOTOpOﬁ CTAaHOBHJIACh BCE ropAvce €Ba JIM HE C KaXXAbIM IIaromM, CJIOBHO HM
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MPUXOOWIOCh HITH MO BYJIKAHY.

B ogra MomeHT OXOTHHMK Pe3KO OTKHHYJI PYKY Ha3aj, U PyOameyHrk BIEMUJICS B HETO CO BCEH
cuiod. OXOTHUK OyKBaJIbHO BBITALIMJI €T0 U3 36MJIM, B KOTOPYIO TOT YIIEJ MOYTH IO KOJIEHO.

— Ckopo, — npomenTtan PybameuHuk ¢ KakoH-TO sIpOCTHOM yOe:xIeHHOCThI0. — boJioTa coBcem
psnoMm. S ux... UyBCTBYIO, 51 ObLJ 311€Ch YK€, ObUI TaK OJIU3KO. ...

— TBoe cyacTbe, ecii Thl ceruac npas, — npopbryai OXOTHUK U C CUJIOH MOTALHUII ero 3a coOoH
JaJblIe.

Pybameunuk He cpa3dy cMOr OTOpBaTh OAHY PYKY OT KYPTKH, UTOOBl MpOTsiHYTh ee bertu. bertn
MOJIYa ¥ KPENKO yXBaTJIach 3a HETO U TOJIKO B 9TOT MOMEHT MOHSsJIa, KaK BOBPEMSI 9TO MPOHU30ILLIO.
Y Hee nmouTH HE OCTAJIOCH CHJI UATH.

— berTtu! — pasgancs 3a CHMHON CIBOEHHBIM KpUK MapHu-OHH.

JeBouka o0epHyJIach U eJie ycresa MoMMaTh BEpPEeBKY, MPUJIETEBLIYIO ed B pyKU. MapH 1 DHH
JOOBLIM OTKYJ1a-TO (BUAMMO U3 CBOEH CTPAHHOM CYMKH) BEPEBKY H OOBSI3aJICh €M Momnepek nosica.
BerTu kMBHYJIa M IEPEKUHYJIA €€ UEPE3 IJIEUO, KPEMNKO YIEPKHBasi Apyrol pykor PyOameunuka.
Ero nanoHp B MEJKHX TOHKHX MIpaMax HaJexkHO Jepkaia ee, a OXOTHUK BeJ UX CTPAHHYIO YIPSIKKY
yepe3 Tonw.

OHu He pasroBapyBajIH, HE CMOTPEJH APYT HA IPYra, U BCe UX CHJIbl YXOAMUJIH TOJIbKO Ha TO, UTOOBI
clesaTh 1ar, a IOTOM elle OJUH, a 32 HUM — cJieyomui. OHU NOJIHUMAaJIA HOTH U3 TPSICHHBI C
THUXHM, YaBKAIOLIIMM IJIECKOM, IPEOA0JIEBAs TYCTOE COMPOTUBJIEHHE, TOJBKO [JIsl TOTO, YTOOBI CHOBA
HACTYIUTD B Ty K€ TPSICUHY U YBSI3HYTbh B HEHl — HO y>K€ MPOABHHYBIIUCH BIIEPE/] Ha LEJIbIH Liar.
[Maru OxoTtHuKa 1 Pybammeunrka ObLTH IAPOKUMH U JJIMHHBIMH 32 CUET UX POCTa U JIJIMHBI HOT.
Bettn 1 Mapu-2HH cTapaiuch nonagath B UX MEIJIEHHO TAlOMKE B TEMHOM 3eMJIE CJIe/Ibl, © UM
NPHUXOJHJIOCH NIPBIraTh, YTOOBI JOTSIHYTHCSI 1O HUX, HO UM yJ1aBaJlOCh UITH B HOTY.

bertu He cuuTana maru. B TOT MOMEHT eH OKa3a10Ch [IyNbIM 9TO A€JaTh, Ja U B IIPUHLUIIE
pacTpauuBaThCsl Ha MbICJIH. Besi ee cyTh cBeslach K MPOCTOMY MepeaBH:KeHHI0 Hor. Ho B Kakon-TO
MOMEHT, Uepe3 IeCSTb, @ MOXKET OBITh U Uepe3 CTO MIaroB, OHA TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO CONPOTHBIICHHE
3eMJiM yracaeT. Kaxaplil mar gaBajicsi jerde, U HOrM NepecTaly MPOBAIMBATHCS HA IIyOHHY, U B
KaKOH-TO MOMEHT BeTTH nomuia nouTu HOpMaJbHBIM IArOM.

[IpaBaa, TyT ke Hajnerena Ha PyOameunnka, KOTOpPBIM OCTAaHOBHIICS KAaK BKOMAHHBIN, IS5 Iepe]
co0oi. OXOTHHK CTOSUI PSIIOM C HUM, HE OTPBIBas IJ1a3 OT JIMHUM ropu3oHTa. bert norpedoBanoch
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi, UTOObI BEPHYTh cebe CIIOCOOHOCTbh MBICIIUTD M PACCYkAaTh, U TOJIBKO TOTJa OHA
CMOrJIa COOOpPa3nTh, UTO B STOM MHPE MOSIBUJICS] TOPHU3OHT.

HacTtosimwuii ropusoHT!
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Mbspu 1 DHH BcTai psgoM ¢ beTTu U Toke nocMoTpesy Baaib. Ha ropu3oHTe yraabplBaauch
JepeBbsl U TEHH YEro-To, UTO MOIJIO OKa3aThCsl pyMHAMHM 3a0bITOrO 30aHus. Mu. .. epKBH.
3arauB npixaHue, bettu orsaenacs.

OHHM CTOSUTH HA OCTPOBKE UUCTOM 3eMJIH, 32 CIIMHAMH OypJInJa U My3bIpUiiach ropsiyasi 3eMJsl,
KJIyOWJICSl TYMaH, a BIepeIy pacCKUHYJIOCh UTO-TO, UTO 0OJIbLIIE BCErO HAIIOMHHAJIO POBHOE TEMHOE
3epKaJjio 1BeTa Oy ThUIOYHOTO CTEKJIA.

TumurHa cTaHOBUJIACH HEBBIHOCUMOM, H PyOaleyHuk nepBbiM HapyLInJ ee:

— bosnora Tpesoru. Mel nomum.

T'nasa 17.

Bonora Tpesoru nokasanuch bertr 60sbIiIe MOX0KUMH Ha 03ep0 — TaKoe ObLUIO Y HUX B TOPOJKE B
HenTtpanbHom napke. Korga-to Ha 9T0M MecTe ObUIO NOCEJIEHHE, U B TAPKE COXPAHWJIMCh PYHHBI U,
Ky/Ja BOJIWIH IIKOJIbHbIE 9KCKYPCHH U peJkuX TypuctoB. Cama beTTu Obula TaM OAMH pa3 U MaJjio
YTO 3aIIOMHHJIA, a K 03epy ee He OTIycKaid oaHy. Ee BooOIe peako oTmyCcKasy Jajiblie YJIIHIbI
Boicoknx OcuH. Ho BeMUECTBEHHYI0 MOJTUAIMBYIO O3€PHYIO IJ1afb OHA MHOT 1A BUIEJIa BO CHE.

U tenepps bonota TpeBoru 0To3BaIUCh B HEH CMYTHBIMH BOCTIOMHHAHHSIMH.

TospKO B TOM 03epe, ¢ IPyCThi0 BCIOMHUIIA BeTTH, 0Tpaxanock COJHIE U MJ1aBau Oesbie Je0eau.
A 31ech He ObUJIO HH COJIHIIA, HH JIeOeaeH.

— Hapo uatu nanpiie, — tHX0 cKas3aj PyOameuHuk U 3aueM-TO MOJIOKHI PYKY €H Ha Tievyo. —
OxoTHHKH. .. OHHK OJM3KO.

— 41 3Ha10, — oTO3BasIcs OXOTHUK TaKHM K€ HETPOMKHM rojocoM. — Sl UX uyio.

— Kak mbI1 npoiiaem nanpie? — cnpocuia beTTy, ¢ TpyaoM oTpbIBast B3rJsiL OT 3€J€HON BOJIbl. —
31ech ke HET HA OJIHOTO MOCTa, UM KOUKH, UJIH JIepeBa. ..

— IpaBunbHo. M He nomkHO ObITh. HEOTKyma 3mech 9ToMy B3SIThCSI, — PEHIMTENbHO CKa3aia DHH U
ceJia MpSIMO Ha 3€MJTI0, OKOHUYATEJIbHO MOCTABUB KPECT HA CBOEM KOTJa-TO OYEHb KPACHBOM IUIATHE.
— TpeBora HUUETo HE MOXKET J1aTh, 3aTO MOCTOSIHHO 0TOHpaeT. M xouet Oosbiie, 6osbie. .. Henbast
nportH bonora TpeBory, HUUEM HE MTOKEPTBOBAB.

— Ho s He xouy xepTBOBaTh! — BO3MyTHIaCch beTTH.

OHH Mo3KaJja MeYyaMH.

— Torga bonorta yTaHyT Tebs1, U Bce.

Bertu ymonkna. DHH qoctaBaia U3 ri1yOUH CYMKH KJIyOOK CITyTAHHBIX HUTEH.

— 3X, a s Haaedjaacb, UTO BbI6€py€b OTCI0Ja U CMOT'y BCTIOMHHTD, KTO f TaKasl. — paCCTPOCHHO
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CKaszaja OHa.

— DT0 TO, 0 UeM s gymaro? — Haxmypuiiach Mapu.

— Jla, — DHH oTBeJa rja3a. — Sl 1aBHO HallJla HUTH BOCTIOMUHAHHUH, KOTOPbIE paCCKa3bIBAIOT O TOU
MHe, KOTOpasi Bce MpeooJieNia U Halkcaia MHOTO YMHBIX KHHUT. Ho, 6010Ch, 9TH BOCTIOMHHAHHU S MEHS
cefyac TOJIbKO TATOTAT. 3aTO HAM BCEM MOWUAYT Ha MOJIb3y.

— OTKyJa Thl 3Haelllb, YTO HAJO JieJ1aTh? — HAINpPsIKEHHBIM I0JI0COM cripocui PybameyHux.

— 51 He 3Ha10, — yJIBIOHYJIACh DHH U NPOTSHYJIA €My JJIMHHYIO cepeOpUcTyIo HUTh. — Ho s xouy
PUCKHYTb.

PybameyHnuk nomenjmi ¥ NpUHSIT HUTDb U3 ee pyKH. OH NPHHSUICS 3alyMUHBO BEPTETH €€ B MaJbliax,
TJI17151 Ha 3eJIeHyI0 00JI0THYIO Ty1aab. OH BBITJISIAEN 3ayMUHBBIM U NIOIPYKEHHBIM TJTyOOKO B ce0sl.
CryTHHKH ero He Toponuu. Bce moMHMIM O TOM, YTO UMEHHO PyOameuHuK B3sICs MPUBECTH HX K
uend. M ecnu kTo M Mor npuaymarth, Kak npeogosietb bosora TpeBory, To ToJbKO OH. OH
UCCIIeI0BaJI Iy Th K CBOOOJIE B Te€YeHHE OECKOHEUHO NOJTHX JIET U 3HaJ OOJIblle, YeM BCE OHH BMECTe
B3SITHIE.

Cepane bertu TpeBoxHO OMIoCh B rpyau. JJom O6but Tak 6sm3ko!... OHa nosBosnia cede Ha mapy
MTHOBEHHH 3a0bITbCSI M TOMEUTaTh 0 gome. O OOJbIUX MPOCTOPHBIX KOMHATaX, aHTUKBAPHOH
Me0OeJd, KOTOPYIO Tak JIoOU ee OoTell, 0 BKYCHOM YyKHHE, MPUroToBJIeHHOM Kyxapkon Ceccu Buk. O
MaMe C ManoH, KOTOpble, HABEPHOE, YK€ BOJHYIOTCSI U MLIYT €€ M0 BCeMY FOpOAKY, HE OA03peBas,
YTO MX A0Yb HAXOJIUTCS B COBCEM IPYrOM MHPpE.

006 Aptype Hume, koToporo Tak He xBaTano psiaoM. OH Obl TOUHO Hales NPaBUJIbHBIA MYyTh. ..
BetTn BcTpsixHyace M oTKpbUIa y1a3a. He Bpems packucars! Hano untu Bepen, v Torjaa Bcrpeya ¢
MaMoH, nanod 1 AptypoM Humowm He 3a ropamu!

[Tonymas Tak, beTTH ornsinenacs. PybameuHuk no-rnpexHeMy CTOsUI, 3aKaB B KyJlake
BOCIIOMHHAHHSI DHH, U 0 4eM-TO AymMasl. OXOTHHK HaBUCAJI HAJl €ro IJIEUOM, XMYPO IJIsIisl BIEpes.
bimsHAmKY cunenu Ha 3eMiie, TECHO NPHKABIIMCh OPYT K APYry, 0JI0Ba DHH MOKOUJIACh HA TIeUe
Mbspu, 1 MopH 0CTOPOKHO TJIagHiIa CECTPY MO PACTPENaHHBIM KaIITAHOBBIM KOCAM.

— bosota TpeBoru: marHu U yTOHEIb, KPUUH — HE YCJIbIIAT. 30BU — HE MPUAYT, ThI IJIaUEllb,
KPHUYMIIb U OTUASIHHO CTOHEIb, BCE THILE U THLIE, a TOIbl — UAYT... — npomenTan Pybamenuk
cebe MoJ1 HOC U cesaj mar Brepes.

— Yro? — BeTTH notpsiciia rojoBoH, MoaAyMaB, UTO AYPALKUH CTHIIOK €H MOCJIbIIIAJICS.

— S 3na10 9710... OTKYAA-TO... — MeaneHHo nporoBopui Pybameunnk. — Crapas necHst. OHa o
ToM, uto BonoTa TpeBoru 3a6epyT Bce cBeTJIoe, UTO TOJIBKO Y TeOs1 ecTh. Bee To, uto maet tebe

cunbl. Hagexny, Bepy... Uto-To eme...
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— Ha 1o onu u Bonota TpeBoru, — XMbIKHYJT OXOTHHK.

— Bo3MokHO, ecJid 0TIaTh UM BOCTIOMHUHAHHUS, OHH. .. OTBIeKyTCs1? — PyOameuHuk CJOBHO He
yCJIBIIIA €TO.

OH npuces Ha KOPTOUKH M MEJIJIEHHO OIYCTHJI HUTh B TPSICHHY. CepeOpUcTOe CUsIHUE BCBIXHYJIO U
PacTBOPHIIOCH B 3€JIEHOM TJIafd. DHH OTHsUIA FOJIOBY OT Iiedya Mapu U, UyTbh 3aMETHO B3[parusasi,
cMoTpeJa, Kak BonoTo norsomaeT oqHo U3 ee BOCOMHHAHKUH. MapH Kpemnko aepxkaiia OJU3HSLIKY
3a pyKY.

Pyb6ameunuk He mesenuics. OH HaOmoga, Kak cepedpo MeIJIeHHO CIUBAJIOCh C 3eJIeHbI0, MOCIe
Yero NpoTSIHYJI PYKY U MajbLeM AOTPOHYJCS 4O BOABL.

— 3nech TBepAO0. MoxeT BbliepKaTh HAC, HO UATH Hago ObicTpo. H... S He 3Hal0, Kak JajeKo Mbl
CMO3KeM MPOJIBUHY ThCSI.

— D70 He npobiemMa, — JPOTHYBLIMM rOJIOCOM CKa3asla DHH, BCTaBasi C 3eMJIH, — y MEHsI ellle
MHOT'O BOCTIOMHHAHHH.

— H y Mens Toxke, — riyxo cka3ain OXoTHHK. — U 1 0TAaM CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO Oy IET HaJ0, YTOObI
BBIOpAThCS OTCIOJA.

— Torpa unem, ckopee. — PyOaieHuk nepBbsIM cAeialt mar B 3ejieHyio Boay. — He orcraBante! U
WAMTE CJIell B Clie.

Bonora non ero 60THHKOM YaBKHYJIH, B3OXHYJIH, HO OCTAJIUCh POBHBIMH, KaK KJIOUOK 3€MJIH, HA
KOTOPOM OHH CTOSLIH.

— Bnepen, — pemmrenbHo ckasan PyOameunuk.

beTTu nocnegosaja 3a HUM.

I'masa 18.

BosnoTto noa Horamu yaBKaso, NPUUMOKHBAJIO M XJIIONAJIO, IPUXBATHIBAJIO 32 MOJIOMIBbI K OIYLIAJIOCh
Kak JIMIIKasl Macca, HO UATH ObUIo MOKHO. IToka OHO HE CTpEeMHIIOCh YTOMUTb HUKOTO U3 HUX, beTrTn
penmia He oOpalaTh BHUMaHUsI Ha BO3MOKHbIe HeynoOcTBa. Crenpl PybOameunnka eme HeKOTopoe
BpeMsi ObLITH BUIHBI B BSI3KOH TpsiCHHE, U BeTTH yaaBasioch CTynath ciief] B clief 1o ero maram. Ona
ycresia 3aMeTUTh, uTo y PyOameunuka oueHb y3Kasi © HeOOJIbIast CTYIHS — TPH TAKOM BBICOKOM
pocTe 9To ObLI0 yauBHUTENIbHO. HO CHIBHO 3ayMbIBaThCSI 00 9TOM OBLIO HEKOTAa: B ciuHy beTTH
COCpPeOTOUEHHO MbIXTesia MapHu, 3a Hel TOPOIUIMBO Mmarana JHH, a OXOTHHK, 3aMbIKAIOIIHH
LEMOUKY, HEyCTaHHO MOATANKUBAN UX Briepea. HUKTO He ObLT yBepeH, Ha CKOJIbKO XBaTHT

BOCTIOMHHAHHH DHH H yCIIEIOT JIX OHU JOWTH JI0 CJIEAYIONEro 0OMaHUMBOIO OCTPOBKA CIIOKOMCTBHSI,
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MasTYMBLIErO MOCEPEANHE 03epa. beTTn cMoTpena Ha OCTPOBOK M Jymasla, 4TO BUIEJA TaKHE KE B
LentpanbHom nmapke. X Hachimanu AJisi NTUL, YTOObI OHX MOTJIM CHIETh TaM B THEBHOE Bpemsi. B
LenTpanbHOM napke ObLIM pa3Hble NTHLBL, JeOeIH U YTKH, U Ha HOUb X 3allUPAJIM B CIIELIUAJIbHbIE
JI0OMa, a YTPOM BBIITyCKaJId Ha 03epo.

Bocnomunanus ysenu bertu nanbuie, B TOT geHb, Korga ond ¢ Aprypom HuMoM nonum KOpMHUTb
nebenert. [lo napka OHM Tak U HE JOUILIM, 3aBEPHYJIM B MarasiH KOMHKCOB U IIPOCHIEJH TaM BECb
BeUep, paccmaTpHBasi Bce noapsia, Ho Aptyp Hum ycnen pacckasatb €M, UTO OTHL HH 32 YTO HEJIb3s1
KOpMHTD xJieboM. OcobeHHO sebeaen.

— Yewm ke ux Toraa KOpMHUTb? — yauBHIach beTTH.

— Canartom, — noxai rieyamu Aptyp Hum. — HMnu tpaBoit. Ho xn1e6 ux youBaer.

BoT 10 berTu 3anomuuia ouens xopoino. MHTepecHo, a MecTHBIM JieOeIsiM TOXe HeJlb3sl Xj1e0?
[TorfimaB 3a XBOCT MEJIbKHYBIIYIO MBICJIb, BETTH B3OpOrHyJa U orisiaenacs. Eciu 3nech U BOOWINCh
NTHIIbI, OHA HE XOTeJIa C HUMH MOBCTpedaThesi. [0BOpSIT, U 0ObIuHbIE JieOe 1 He OTJIMYAIOTCS
JOOPBIM HPAaBOM (MJIH 9TO T'yCH? HEBAXKHO, BCE PABHO MM JIyUllle He JIE3Th MOJ KJIIOB), UTO YK
TOBOPHTD PO T€X, KOTOPBIM BBINAJIO CIYKHUTh TKayuxe?

— A Kak Bbl AyMaeTe, 31€Cb BOASTCS JIE. .. — BCE-TAKH PEIINa CIIPOCHTb OHA, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT
PybameuHuk ocTynuics U pyxHyJl Ha KOJICHH B BSI3KYIO TPSICHHY.

— Hasan! — He cBOMM rojiocOM BBIKPHKHYJI OH.

bertu n 0M3HAKY AapaxHYJIHCh, IONAB B Kpenkue o0bsiTUss OXOTHUKA, MOJCTPAaXOBABILIErO UX OT
nageHus. [lousa mog MX HOraMu CTaHOBHJIACH BSI3KOM U TSTYUEH.

— He xBatuno! — Py6ameunuk B (pOCTH CTYKHYJI KyJlakoMm 1o Boge. — Hano eme!

— 4 noumy... — DHH nosesna B CyMKy, U beTTu cHauana mocMoTpesna Ha ee pyKH, a IOTOM €11Ba
HE yAepKajlacb OT BOILIS yKaca: HOTH DHH M0 MMKOJIOTKY NMOTpy3HiMch B booro.

Omna nepeseJia B3rJIs1 HA CBOM HOTH: OHA TOKE TOHYJIA.

MenJsieHHO, yKpaJKOH, He MpUBJIeKas K cebe BHUMaHHs1, BoJI0OTO MpUHSIIOCHh HX 3aCachiBaTh.

— 4 vmy, uimy! — npuroBaprBasia JHH, MBITASICh OTKPBITh CYMKY.

— He ycnieem, — Pybameunuk orjsiHyJsicsl uepes IJieuo U B OTYasTHUK 3aKycHil rydy. — Hamo
ObICTpO.

Bertu nouyBcTBOBaNa CIMHOM, Kak Harnpsircst OXOTHHK, Kak Oy/ATO NPUTOTOBUBIIHUCH K PBIBKY, HO
Pybameunuk ycnen panbiue. CepeOpHUcTasi TOHKasi HATb BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 €r0 MaJbLEB U IJIAaBHO
Ucuessa B 3eJIeHOH TpsicuHe. B TOT ke Mur beTTu omyTuna, 4yto ee HOru OOJIbIlIe HUUETro He AePKUT
U YTO OHA MOKET CBOOOJHO UATH fasbine. OHa marHyJa BHepes U eBa He CTOJIKHYJIaCh HOCOM IO

CITUHOM 3amepiiero HenoABu:kHO Pybameunrka. CKOCHB rjiasa, OHa yBHJIEA, UTO €ro npaBoe
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3amsCThe OBLIO MOJHOCTHIO.MTOKPHITO MIPAMaMH, M MIPaMbl 9TH BBITJISIICNH CeHUac Jaxe sipue 1
3aMeTHee, UeM KOrJaa OHa TOJIbKO BCTPETHIIA €TO.

Kazanoch, OHM BCTpeTHUIIUCh BEUHOCTh Hasal. B mupe Tkaunxu He OblI0 BpeMeHH, U beTTu
nepecTaa ero omyuarb. Y Hee ObUIO HbIHUE JBa Mepwia: “roraa” u “ceiuac”. Ho uto-to
MOACKAa3bIBAIO €M, UYTO CTOUT COCPEIOTOYUTHCS HA BAXKHOM ‘‘cervac’.

— HUpem, — mennysa oHa U 6ogHy1a Pybameunuka 100M MeX Iy JIOMAaTOK.

OH yJBIOHYJICST — OHA HE MOTJIa 9TOro BUAETb, HO ONpeAesIeHHO MOUYBCTBOBajA, — U 00APO Mmomuiesn
BIIEpEN.

— 3a MHOM! — KPHUKHYJI OH, MaXHYB H3YPOJIOBAHHON PYKOMH, H MOCIEIMHI B CTOPOHY OCTPOBKA,
MaHHBIIIETO HX C cepeauHbl o3epa. bettu, Mapu v DHH IBHHYJIUCH 32 HAM, BIOIbIXaX 3a0bIB
HACTYMAaTh TOYHO CJIe] B CJIe/I, H 3 MX CITHHAMH 3JI00HO BbIpyrajcss OXOTHHK.

— IIpuBnekaeTe BHUMaHHEe! — PBIKHYJI OH.

— OXOTHHK, MHJIEHBKHH, HAM HAJI0 TOPOMUTHCS, — MPOKpHUYAIa DHH U CXBATHJIA €r0 3a PYKY.
Mbspu B3siy1ach 3a BTOPYIO,H OHH MOUTH MOOEKaId BIEpe.

H oxkaszanuce npaBbl: BOCTIOMHHAHUSI, OTJAHHOTO Py0OaneuyHnkom, XBaTUI0 POBHO Ha MyTh A0
ocTpoBKa. PybGameunuk u beTtu BoIOpaiyuce Ha UepHBIH KJIOUYOK TBEPIOH 3eMJIM NEPBbIMHU H
MOMOTJIH OJIU3HSIIKAM, YbH TY(eJIbKH CHOBA HAUHHAJIH BSI3HYTh B TPSICUHE.

OXOTHHK OJTHMM MPbIKKOM B3JIeTes Ha Oeper psiioM C HUMH U OTHUM JBHKEHHUEM Ccrped
Pybameunuka 3a BOpOTHHK:

— Twr!..

Pybameunuk 6e3BOJIbHO MOBHC B €r0 XBAaTKe, OMYCTUB ToJIoBYy. Cefble, JABHO HE UECaHHBIE BOJIOCHI
3aKPBUIH JIMIO, Memasi ero pasrisigetb. OXOTHUK pe3KO BCTPSIXHYJ €r0, 3aCTaBJIsisi HOTHSTH TOJIOBY,
U poopa:

— Kaxkoro gpsieosia?!

— Bupgen kako#-To gpyro# Beixoa? — ycMexHyJIcsl PyOameunuk, ynpsiMo risiasi B 3eMITIO.

— be3s pasnunpl. Thl qoskeH BbiBecTH Hac otcioga! Tel He UMeelmb MpaBa pUCKOBATh CBOEH
NaMsIThIO, €CJIH TOJIbKO TeOe U3BECTEH My Th!

— Hy Opocs, He Tak yk S U pUCKOBaJI... —- PyOaleuHnK mogHsil, HaKOHEl, 1J1a3a, U IPOAOJIKHIL,
usyuast a0 OXOTHHUKA. — A eCJId Mbl 3201y JUMCS, a s1 3a0yqy UTO-TO BaXKHOE... Thbl HAC MOBEIEIIb
Y 10 ke ecTh CTOJIBKO MOHX BOCITOMHHAHHH. . ..

OXOTHHK 3apbluajl U CUJIbHEE CTUCHYJI MAJIbLIbI HA KJIETYATOM BOPOTHHKE.

— 51 3Ha10, UTO THI MEHs1 OOKpaabpIBal, — NPOAOJLKUI Pybameunuk, kak OyATo HE UyBCTBYS

HeynoocTtBa. — H 3Halo, UTO BOCIOMHHAHHSI, KOTOPBIE Thl HOCHILb ITPH ceOe, MpUHALJIEeKAT MHE. DTH
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HMTH 51 IOJITO BBICJIEKHUBAJ, U KyJla OHH MPOMAJH, 51 TOXKE BHIEI. Y IUBJISIOCH TOJBKO, IOYEMY Thl HE
MPUCBOUJI KX ceOe 10 CHX Top.

— He TBO€ €10, — psBKHYJ OXOTHHK. — Tl moskeH oTBecTH Hac K Crapoi Llepksu. Torga s
tebe ux orgam. He panbie.

— Kak 6naropogHo! — pacxoxorascst Pybameunuk, 3arnpokupiasi royioBy. — Heyxenu 1ol
cobupaJ UX crielraabHO IJIsi MEeHsI, B KauecTBe nojaapka Ha PoxaectBo? Bripouem, B 9TOM MHpe ke
HeT PoxaecTBa, Kakast ’KaJloCTh, Jaxe MOBoJa He HahaeTcs!

— 910 npaBaa! — OXOTHHMK OTTOJIKHYJI €ro oT ce0sl Tak, 4To PybaimeuHuk eqBa He pyxHyJl B
00J10TO, HO CyMeJl COXPaHUTb paBHOBecHe. [IpH 9TOM OH MpOJ0JIKaT HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPETH B JIMLIO
OXOTHHKY U KPHUBO YJIIOaThCsl. — DTO... He Bcerga Obuio Tak. Ho Teneps s tak pemmt. Tor

HOJIy YHIIb CBOM BOCIIOMHHAHMSI, €CJIM Mbl BCE CITACEMCSl. DTOr0 JOCTATOYHO?

— HocTaTouHo aJjis yero?

— YT0OBI IMIIHKHA pa3 HE PUCKOBATH!

PybameyHuk He OTBETHII, TOJIBKO XMBIKHYJI HEIOBOJIBHO.

— IIpekpature! — 3akpuyana BOPYr DHH, C CHJION TOITHYB HOTOH 110 TBEPAOH PaCTPECKABLICHCS
semiie. — [Ipekpatute HemeieHHo! UTo BbI 3a cBapy TYT ycTpouan? Mbl nocpeau 60j0Ta Ha
KaKOH-TO KOUKe, caMOe BpeMsI BBISICHSITh OTHOIIEHHUs1! B3pocsbie moau!

— la oH yrpo6urt Hac! — 3aopay OXOTHHK, — OH Hac BCeX TYT U MPUTOIUT, JAJIEKO XOIUTb HE
HaJo.

— I'oBopH 3a cebs1! — He ocTascs B goiry PybameyHuk 1 HEBOJIbHO MPHHSUICS 3aCy4YHBaTh pyKaBa
KJIeTYaTOH pyOallKH, CJIOBHO FOTOBSICh OPOCHTBCS B Ipaky. — Ecim KTo-To cpein Hac U
MPeJCTAaBJsIET PEeabHYI0 ONACHOCTD, 3TO Thi!

— Jla o uem BbI? — BMemanach Mapu. — Kakas-takas “peanpHasi” onacHOCTh? D10 Mup Tkauuxwy,
31ech HET Huuero peajabHoro. Mol Cruietennsie. Uto Ham Tepsitb-TO? Ham Hano BeTTu BeiTamuTs!
— A s He xouy ObITh CrieTeHHbIM! — B3peBes1 PyOameunuk. — S TOJIbKO U Aenalo, uTo Iy AJist
ce0s1 BO3BMOKHOCTH BHIOpAThCs oTciona!

— Jns1 ce6s?! — He BhiAep:kaia beTTH, KoTOpoH MoOpsiAKOM Hajoesa 9Ta ccopa.

Ona BcTana nepep PybameuyHukomM v npoKpHYajia eMy B JIULO:

— Haist ce6s?! Tol obemman nomous MHe! BoiBectu M € H 51! [Toromy uTo 51 TyT onHa sk u B a 51! K
€CJIM 1 TYT YMpPY — OT MEH$I Ja)ke€ HUTOUKH He OCTaHeTcst!

— BetTH, 1 T Tyaa ke! — cxBaTuiack 3a ronoBy Mapu. — D10 Bce Bonota, Bonora. Onu gypsr
Hac, 3aMaxy U NevyasibHble BUAbl OTPABJISIIOT HAIlle CO3HAHHUE, ITO9TOMY MBI Tak ceOsl BeaeM!

— Hano BeigoXHYTh, — THXO cKa3asl OXOTHUK. — Mopu-JHH paBa: He BpeMsi H He MECTO
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CCOPHTBCSI.
— Hy HakoHen-To 3apaBast MbICJIb, — ChsI3BHJIA DHH, OPOCHB OBICTPBIN B3IJIsiA uepes mievyo. OHa
cujena Ha Oepery, MOUTH y CaMOM TPSICHHBI, U MEeIJIEHHO CKapMJIHBaJia 60J10Tam elle OJHYy HHUTb.

— Yro Thl genaemsb? — 3akpuuana bertu.

— Cnacato Hac Bcex, — IMoXaJia IjieuyaMd DHH U IorpoOoBaja HOroH MOJTYUHBIIYIOCS TOPOKKY. —
A Tenepb 3a MHOH, OKAJIYHCTA, HE OTCTaBalTe U HacTynauTe ciex B caed. M. .. [Ipomy Bac,
nepecTaHbTe KpuuaTh. JTO NEHCTBYET MHE Ha HEPBbI, HE TOBOPS yKe O TOM, uTO TKkaunxa
HaBepHsIKa ycJbllaa Bac.

BerTn cmyTHiach M okavasa rojoBOH.

— IIpocTu, DHH, — THXO cKa3aia oHa. — MHe npocTo cTpamHo. 3a cebds, 3a Tedsl, 3a Bcex Hac.

— UYewm ObicTpee Mbl AOHAEM 10 IPYroro KoHua 60s0T, Tem 0oJibllie Hall IAHC yLeJeTb, — Pe3Ko
OTBETHJIa DHH U 3aliara’sa Brepe.

BerTn nocnemmuna 3a HeH, MOHUMAasi: BOCOMHUHAHUH DHH MOTIJIO XBaTHTb HEHAI0JITO.

OHu BbIOpaJIUCh Ha Oeper CeyIomero OCTPOBKA U OTJISIACIUCh. DTOT ObUI MOMIMPE U Kasaics 0osee
HajaexHbIM. UTOOBI epeceub ero, moTpedoBagoch OOJIbIIE AECSTH MAroB MomnepeK H MouTH
IBaIIATh BAOJb — a [Iard y ymieanero Ha pasgeaky Pybameunuka Obutd IHUPOKUMH.

— MBbI MOXeM 3a1epKaTbCsl 3AECh. .. HEHAJOIr0, — C COMHEHHUEM MPOTOBOPHII OH, OTHpast JI00. —
XOTs 51 He XOTeJ Obl I0JIT0 OCTaBaThCs Ha 60JI0TaX.

OHH CHOBA CeJla Ha 3eMJIIO.

— MHe Haj10 OTAOXHYTb, — ToNpocuiia oHa. — HyxkeH otapbix. ['010Ba KpyKHUTCSI, U TOIIHUT.
OTtpaBaTh BOCOMUHAHHS HE TaK YXK U JIETKO.

Mbspu cena psIoM ¢ Hel ¥ Kpenko OOHsiIa, MOTJIauB MO BOJIOCAM.

— Tccc... — mennyna ona. — OTapIxan.

I'nans Ha HUX, BeTTH BApPYT NMOHsIA, YTO yCTaJa.

OueHb CHIIBHO ycTasa.

— Hagno, — pemuTesipHO cKa3aia OHa U ceJia Ha XOJOIHYI0 3eMJ1i0. — OueHb HaJl0 OTJOXHYTb.
[TpucmoTpu 3a HamMu, OXOTHHK. . .

Yto orBeTHI OXOTHHK U OTBETHII JIM, I€BOYKA HE yCJIbIIIAJIA. Omna YCHYJIA.

T'nmasa 19.

Korpa bettn npocHyiack, cyMepKH BOKPYT CJIOBHO Obl CTyCTHIUCh. MOXET OBbITh, 9TO MPOH30LLIO

OTTOr'0O, UTO OHA HAAOJITO 3aKphbljla rjiasa. W xe... O 6osee HETIPHUATHBIX BEIIAX OHA MpEArnovyuTaia
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HE OyMarThb.

JleBouka ceyia Ha 3emMJie W MIOTSIHYJIaCh, pa3MHUHAsl yCTasible MbIibl. Ha XonoaHOM 3emiie oHa
MOPSIIOUHO 3aMep3Jia, Bellb B 9TOT pa3 He ObLIO MSATKOH JIECHOH XBOH — MOCTENMTh Mo ciiuHy. OHa
MIOMOTAJIa TOJIOBOM, IPOTOHSIsi BOCTIOMHHAHHSI O CBETJIOM M Ka)kylemcsl TakuM OesonacHeiM Jlece, U
orJisiHynack. Henmopaneky ot Hee, Kpenko oOHUMas Opyr Apyra, criaiv Oau3HsImKd. OXOTHHK CHIEN
CITUHOH K HHUM, TJISI1s1 Ha BOAY, U OJIHA pyKa ero Jiexajia Ha KOJUaHe CO CTpejlaMH — OH ObLT
HarotoBe. [Ipyro# ke — BeTTH He cpa3y 3aMeTHsIa — PacCesTHHO IIaJ|JI IO BOJIOCAM CIISIIEro Ha
ero KoJseHsix PyOameunuka.

BetTu B ouepenHoi pa3 nmopasuiach UX CTPAHHBIM OTHOMIEHUsIM. Ellle HECKOJIbKO 4acoB Ha3ag OHH
rOTOBBI OBUIM IOYOUBATh APYT IpYra, a ceuac MUPHO MpHUrpeuch 6ok o 6ok. U Pybameunuk,
Ka)KeTCsl, BCe-TaKu JOBEpsIeT UMEHHO 9ToMy OXOTHHKY, JJa U OH OKa3aJICsl HAJIeKHBIM CITy THUKOM.
Bertu pemuna, uro Hago MpUayMath emy UMs. HacTosiee Msi, a TO YTO OHH Ha3bIBAIOT €r0 TEM Ke
CJIOBOM, UTO H OCTaJIbHBIX, KOTOpBIE OPOISIT HEMOJAIeKy, HaMepeBasiCh PACIJIECTH UX BCEX Ha
cepeOpsiHble HUTH BOCTIOMHHAHUH U OpOCHUTD Mo HOTH TKauuxe, KakAymeH He YITyCTUTh HU
KPOIIKH U3 CBOEH J00BIUH, KaKOH Obl OHA He OblIa. [JeBouKa OCTOPOKHO MOTHSIIACh HA HOTH H, THXO
CTynasi KpOCCOBKaMH MO MSITKOH 3emie, mojonuia K OXOTHHKY U cesla PsSiIOM C HUM, BBITSIHYB HOTH
B CTOPOHY 3€JIEHOH TPSICHHBI.

— IIpocHynacb? — Herpomko crpocus OXOTHHK U B3IJISIIOM MOKAa3all Ha crsimero Pybameunuka:
MOJI, THIIIE, HE Pa30yIu.

— IIpocHynach, — menoToM orBeTHia bettn. — Bcee tnxo?

— Ha. U MHe 9To He HpaBHUTCSI, — C COMHEHHEM 0T03Bajicsi OXOTHHUK, MOTJISIAEB MO CTOPOHAM. —
Kaxk 6ynro onu HaOmogaoT 3a HaMd. CMOTPSIT, Ha UTO MBI CIIOCOOHBL. A KOT[a MbI IOTepsieM
OAUTENIbHOCTh — TOT' /1A OHU HANaAyT. ..

— 3ByuHT HeBecesio, — B3Apornyia bertu. — XoueTcst BepuTh, UTO Mbl ycrieeM nepeceusb bosora.
Kak nmymaenip, 1oJro Ham eme ocTaaoch?

— 4l BuKy eme oauH ocTpoB. MOKeET ObITh, 32 HUM yxe OyneT Oeper... A MOXeT ObITh, emie
octpoBa. S He 3Haw. [IpeanounTaio ObITH TOTOBBIM K XyAmemMy. Kax bl U3 Hac noJKeH ObITh TOTOB
OTAaTh CBOU BocrioMHHaHUs. Kpome Tebst.

— Kpome mens?

— Tsl — camoe LeHHOe, UTO €CTb B 9TOM MHUpe ceruac, bertu boi, kuBas geBouka. M1 Ham Hago
TeOs1 coepeup. MoxkeT ObITh, BHIOPABIIMCH OTCIOAA, Thl HAHAEHIb CIIOCOO MTOMOUb HaM.

BerTu omapanieHHo mocMoTpesa Ha Hero.

— Thl... HE BEpHIIb, YTO MBI BbIOEpEMCs oTCI0Aa Bee?
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— ITocmoTpu npasae B auuo, bertu boin, — xmypo otBeTHs OXOTHHUK. — DHH TepseT
BOCIIOMHHAHHSI, U IPOJOJIKHUT 9TO JeJaTh, YTOOBI 1aTh HaM NPOUTH. M9pu ocTaHeTCs ¢ HeH 1o
KOHLa, Be[Jb OHK — OJHO Liesioe. YTO 10 MeHS H... ero... — ero pyka JIporsyJja, Ho MpoJoJiKHIIa
rjaaauTh PyOaieynuka no cegpiM BosiocaM. — $1 MeuTalo BBITAIUTb OTCIO/IA €r0 U CIIACTH CBOIO
mKypy. PasoOpatbcst Mbl B Ha cBOOOMIE cMOkeM... ['naBHoe — BbiOpatbesi. Ho... Eciu ver, Bettn
botin... Ecnu HeT, moxanyicTa, He 3a0bIBa O Hac.

— Bor eme! — ynpsimo B3aepHy1a nogdopooK aAeBouka. — S He coOupatock Bac 3aech OpocaTb,
HHUKOTO U3 Bac!

— Hawm Obl Bcem TBOI0 yBepeHHOCTh, beTTn Boii, — B yrosnkax ryd OXoTHHKa NOSIBUJIach TEHb
yJIIOKH. BeTTH BcnoMHMIIa, YTO MpHILIA CIIPOCUTD PO UMS1, HO TYT 3a UX CIIMHAMH MOCJIbIIAJICS
KPHK.

Kpuuana OHH.

Bertu Bckouna Ha HOrM M 00epHYJIach, rOTOBast OeXaTh Ha MOMOIIb. PsIIOM MOIIHOM CKajof BCTal
OxoTHuUK. Pa30y:xeHHbll PyOarmeunuk cuies Ha 3eMiIe U Tep KyJIaKaMH IJ1a3a, IbITasiCh MPOCHY ThCSI
OKOHYATEJIbHO.

— UYto cayumnoch? — KpukHyaa bertu.

JIBe purypku B 6€JIbIX MIAThSIX MOAOLUIH MMOOJMKE. DHH KMHYJIAach K CYMKE H Hauajla TOPOIUIMBO
HCKaTh 3aCTEXKKY. MapH ObICTPO MPOroBOpHIA:

— Tam nebenu.

— Jlebenu? Beero-to?.. — yauBieHHO yTouHMIa beTTH.

M>5pH HEPBHO XUXHKHY/JIA.

— To1 661 BUze1a 9THX Jebenert! U Benp ne3yT Ha Geper! TyT HeueM HX OTOrHaTb — HUYETO HE
pacTeT, Aaxe NaJKW HOPMAJIbHOHN HE HAIILIH.

— Ilanku He HaLIH, — yrpoxaroue ckasaja JHH. — 3aTo ecTb yaiHuK! He 3ps ke mbl ero Opanu!
Bertn nocMoTpena Ha DHH U BAPYT yBHIEJA €€ COBCEM APYTHMMH I1a3aMH. MajieHbKast 1eBOYKa B
MOTPENaHHOM O€eJIOM IJIaThe, ¢ PACTPENaBIIMMHCS KOCAMH, 3aKPYUYEHHBIMH €331 B TYTOH My4OK U
3aBepHYTBHIMH B OTOPBAHHBIN OT IUIAThsl KYCOK TKaHH, IepeMa3aHHasi K I'Psi3H U THHE KOXa, OoJible
HE UMelollasi HU MaJleHIero cxoacTna ¢ (papdopoBoi. .. DHH GoJbie He HaroMHHaa hapdOpoBYIO
KYKJy. A Takoro B3rjsifa, Kak y Hee ceruac, bertn Hukorna u Hu y Koro He Bunena. Ho cpasy
MOHSLJIA, YTO 9TO B3IJISI] UEJIOBEKA, TOTOBOIO CPaXaThCsl 1O KOHLA. Y CTOSITh.

OHH pa3BepHyJach C YaHHUKOM B pyKax M MOCHENUIa Ha APYrod KoHel ocTpoBa. OXOTHHK
OBICTPBIMH IJTABHBIMH LIAraMH MOCJIEI0BAJ 32 HEH, KECTOM BEJIEB OCTAJIbHBIM JePKaThCsl B CTOPOHE.

Mbspu u beTTH neperisiHyIMch 1 OCTOPOKHO MOLUIH clieAoM. PyOameHuKk 3aMpIkall IEeCTBHE.
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Jlebenu B caMoM fesie BBIXOAMIIH HA Oeper.

EnBa Tonpko OpocHB Ha HHUX B3JIsiA, BEeTTH HEeMeIJIEeHHO TIoKajesia O CBOeM JKEJIaHHH YBHIETh
MecTHBIX Jiebened. OHH B caMOM JieJie OTOaJIEHHO HAaTTOMHUHAJIM TeX, yTO BoAsiTCs B LleHTpanbHOoM
napKe, TOJbKO 9TH ObLJIM YepHbIe, KaK CMOJIb, U O0JIbIIe OBUTH MOXO0XKH Ha JKHUBbIe CKeseThl. Ha
KOCTSIHOM KapKace yraaplBajaach TOHKAsl MPOCJIOHUKA KOKH U PEAKHX, HO JUTHHHBIX MEePbEeB, HOTH C
KOT'TSIMH PBAJTH 36MJTIO TIPH KaKIOM IIare, a B KaKJOM UEPHOM, KOCTSIHOM KJIIOBE yraIbIBAJTUCh
Kpernkue psiapl 3yOoB.

— Uto0 9T0? — onacyiuBo cripocuia beTTtu, ckopee At TOro, YToObl YCIIOKOUTBCS OT 3BYKa
COOCTBEHHOT'O roJjIoCa.

— Jlebenu, — xMbikHYJ PyOameunuk u nobaswi: — Kakoe 60J10TO, Takye U MTHIBL.

— Jlymaemb, OHH ITPHUILIK 32 HAMHU 1O MpHKa3dy Tkauuxu?

— A 1o uybeMy ke eme? 3aech Bce U BCSI MOOUUHSIETCS] TOJIBKO €H.

— OHa urpaeT ¢ HaMH, — OJJHUMH T'ybaMu npousHecia Mapu U B3IpOrHyia, 00XBaTHB ce0si

PYKaMH. — OHa HH 3a YTO HE JacT HaM l'IpOI:ITI/I. Cuauana 9TH. .. JIC6C)_II/I. .. UyJOBHIIIHBIC. .. A notom

berTu obHsna ee 3a mieyn.

— Tccce... — npomenTana oHa Ha yXO MepenyraHHon geBouke. — He no3BoJisif cTpaxy oAoJeTh
Te0s1. [lomauis? Mbi ctoum cpenu bosot TpeBoru. OHM NMUTAIOTCS HALIUM CTPAXOM,
OecrnokorcTBOM, TrHeBOM. Mbl He OJKHBI moggaBaTecs. Hy, nogymaemn, nedbenu 3ydbactoie. A Mbl
ux nporonuM. Ham He ctpamHo. Takux nedener KkapsT v nogaT Ha PokaecTBO, HAUMHEHHbBIX
si0J10KamH, Hy?..

— Kakoe yx TyT... PoxxgecTBo... — BcxymnHy1a Mapu, HO MOTOM €/]Ba 3aMETHO YJIBIOHYIACh.

— 3aTo npenacTaBb, KAKHE TYT sI0JIOKH — C TAKUMH NTHLAMH, — 3acMesuicsi PyOameuHuk 1 oOHsI
00eux 1eBOUEK CBOUMH JJIMHHBIMU pyKaMu. — CMmoTtpute. Kaxkercsi, 00 BHIMTPHIBAEM MBI.

DHH He Tepsiia BpeMeHH napoM. OHa pasmaxuBasia YaHHHKOM, Kak 0oeBast BaibkupHs (beTTn
yHTasa Mpo BaJIbKUPHH B KHUre ApTypa Huma), n moctasisia nedeassM MHOTO XJ1onoT. YalHHUK TO
H JIeJIO OIyCKAJICS Ha YepHbIe TOJIOBBI, 3ACTaBJISISI BXOJIOCTYIO KJIalaTh 3yOaMu WM U3[1aBaTh
obOuxeHHoe ppruanue. [llenoT v cTOHBI NTHI 3BYUaId myraomie, Ho beTTu, Habmonast u3-3a mieua
Py6ameunuka, pagoBajiach UM: 9TH 3BYKH O3HAUaJIH, UTO X MaJICHbKUH OTpsia nmoodexaaet. OqHa
DHH C YaHHUKOM CTOMWJIA 1IEJION CTal KOCTJISIBBIX MOHCTPOB, KOTOPBIE, KAKETCSI, HE YMEJIH JIETATh:
Ha e[1Ba OOTSIHYTHIX CH30H TOHKOHM KOKEH KPbUIbsIX KOE-KaK Iep:Kaaoch HECKOJBKO MepbeB. 3aTO
HOTH y HUX OBbLTH MOIIHBIE © MYCKYJIUCTBIE, U OHH TOCTATOYHO OBICTPO Mepedbupaid UMH MO 3emiie

Te, KTO He UCIyraJcsl YalHUKA OTBaXKHOH DHH, MPOJBUTAJIMCh BIJIyOb OCTPOBKA B HANEK I
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noOpatbcs 10 6osee mocTynHOH kepTBbl. Ho 3aech ux BcTpeTri 1yk OXOTHHKA.

Bsapimasice orpomHo# cKaor, OXOTHHK CTOSUT HEMOJABHUKHO U OTIIPABJISUL CTPEITy 32 CTPEJIOH B
TeMHbIe TJ1a3a nTul. OHU Magaid K ero HoraM, 1 OXOTHHKY MPUXOAUJIOCh HAKJIOHSITHCSI, UTOOBI
PBIBKOM BBITAIIUTb CTPEJIbl — B KOJIYaHE UX ObLIO He Tak y) MHOro. Ho maxe MoOIIHbIE HOTH He
Jes1ajii NTHL ObICTpee Hero.

OH nBUrajscs miaBHO, CTPEMHUTENBHO, Ka3aJI0OCh, OMHUM ABHKEHHUEM 3aKperuisisl CTpeJly, HaTsiIruBasi
TETHUBY M MOpPaxasi LeJib C MOPa3UTEIbHON TOUHOCTBIO.

Coscem ckopo OuTBa OblIa 3aKOHYEHA.

— 4 morna Obl TPeAJIOKUTD BBIITUTH Yal0, HO YAaHHUK pa3OuJIcsl, — BECeJo MPOU3Heca DHH, KaK
OyaTO OBl HUUETO HE CIy4HJIOCh. TOJIbKO KamnesbKH NoTa Ha BUCKaxX U UyTh MOAPAruBaIoIue PyKH
BbIJIABAJIM €€ BOJIHCHHE.

— Jla ¥ nTHIA K YKUHY HEBKYCHAs: KOXka J1a KOCTH, — OXOTHHUK MPE3pUTEIIbHO MHYJI OJIMKaHIIero
MepTBOro jebens. — JlaBaiTe IBHHEMCS AaJibLIe, ECJIM BCE TOTOBBI. BO3MOKHO, Yy HAC OCTaJIOCh HE
TaK MHOTO BPEMEHH.

— Bnepen, — kuBHys Pybameunuk. — KTo roTos cienath HOBBIH. .. MOCT?

— Moux BOCIOMHHAHHUH ellle XBaTUT, — DHH PEIIMTEJIbHO Marnyaa K 0epery, B Ty CTOPOHY,

oTKya npuuuiy jedbeau. — [lomorute OXoTHUKY cobpaTh cTpesibl. Hamo criemurs.

I'masa 20.

Takum oO6pasom BeTTH 1 ee cnyTHUKH NMPeooJiesu eme Tpu ocTpoBa. Ha Kaxa0oM U3 HUX OHHU HE
BCTPETHJIM HU OJTHOTO MPEMNSITCTBHUS, YTO BECbMa MOPAIOBAJIO I€BOYEK, HO B3BOJHOBaJO OXOTHHKA.
— 34ech UTO-TO HEUHCTO, — CKa3aj OH, 3aMHpasi Ha KPyToM Oepery oCTpoBKa, 00JIblLIe MOXOKEr0
Ha rOJIOBY TIOJIEHSI U3 CTapoH ckasku. — OHa 3Haet, rjae Mbl. OHa yke rnociaia K Ham ntul. [ e xe
OXOTHHKH?

— OmHa xoueT, yTOOBI ThI XK AaJ, — CKasan PybameuHuk, ycTaBUBIIKHCH cebe mo1 Horu. — YToObI Th
BOJIHOBAJICSI. YTOOBI TBOSI pyKa MoTepsijia TBEpAOCTh, KOrja cTpax ogosieet Tedsi. He B3gymaii emy
MOIIaThCSI.

OXOTHHK CYypOBO KHBHYII.

DHH BCTaJla HA KOJIEHH U OTJajla OuepeHOe BOCTIOMHHAHKE KaIHbIM Bogam 00y10T. C KaxIou
OTIAHHOM HUTHIO OHA CTAHOBHJIACh BCe 0OJiee 3aMKHYTOH U TUXOH, B OCHOBHOM MoOJIuaja U uzderana
BCTPEYATHCS B3IJISIIOM C KEM-JIHOO.

— Bnepen, — Tuxo0, HO TBepo BeJiesna oHa. — Kaxercsi, Tam 3emJis.
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Onu gomm 1o KoHua 6o00T1. beTTu npucMoTpenace v eBa He NOANPBITHYJIa OT pagocTH. OHH
nepenu bosoTa!

Msrkas 3emisi BCTpETHIIA UX, KaK €l MOKa3ajaochk, NpuBeTIMBO. Ha 9TOM cTOpoHe pocia Msirkast
BBICOKAsl TPAaBa U BUAHEJACh HEBBICOKAs MOPOCIb MOJIOJIBIX AepeBbeB. Ha ropusoHnTe BO3BbIIAICS
CHJIy9T KAKOr'0-TO CTPOEHHUSI.

— D710 u ectb Crapas LlepkoBb? — cripocuia oHa.

— Ha, — kuBHYJ PyOammeuHuk.

— Torpa Hago cremuTs!

— He nago! — PyOameunuk nepexBaTui ee noj JOKOTh U MPUTSIHYJ K cebe Onmke. — Ecim Obl Bee
OBUIO TaK MPOCTO...

Bertu He xoTena ciymath MpauHble mogo3peHusi Pybameunuka. OHa BbIpBasiach M MOILIa BEpes,
TyJa, T1Ie BUIHEJUCh pa3BajiuHbl. Ho BApyr oOpaTria BHUMaHHe Ha HEOOJIbIIOE BOJOEM,
MEJIbKHYBIIHH 32 HU3KUMH KYCTaMH.

— Cropa! — KpHKHYJIa OHa, TOXOJIOJEB.

Hey:xenu Bce eme 6onota?...

— Yo Xe Thl TaK KpHuHiIb? — Haxmypuiicss OXOTHHK, MOAX0s Onxke.

— Tawm Boga. Kakag-to Boma. Uto 310?

— MBpI Ha 3epkasibHOM Oepery, — pasnajcs rojaoc MapH.

Bertu obepuynace. [IeBOUKH yceauch NpsiMO Ha 3eMJI€ U Pa3IOKHUIN KapTy, KOTOPYIO U3BJIEKJIH U3
HEJlp CYMKH.

— Bugumo, Xoambl 3anyTajid Hac, — MOSICHWIJIA DHH, MPOBOAS NajibLeM Mo Kapte. — U BbiBesH ¢
IOpyro# cTopoHbl. Mbl 10JTKHBI ObLUTH MOMACTh K MOCTY. A nonanu Kk 3epkaipHomy Oepery. Ho aTo
HE CTPAlIHO — HaM HE OYEHb J0JITO NPUOETCS UATH.

— A uem omnacHbl 3epkajbhbie 0epera? — cnpocui OXOTHHK, cBeisi OpOBH K nepeHocuie. — MHe
HE HPABUTCS UX Ha3BaHHE.

— 31ech HUYero He JOJIKHO TeOe HpaBUThCsl, OXOTHHK, — paccmesuicst Pybameunuk. — Ho Toi
NpaB, OHH OMACHBI. B HUX HENb3s1 CMOTPETh, OCOOSHHO B TJIa3a CBOEMY OTpakeHUI0. ['0BopsIT, UTO
Tkaurxa HaOMOJAET COTHEH CBOMX IJ1a3 U3 KaXJI0ro 3epkaia. Hago oTBOOUTH riiasza U CMOTPETH B
3eMJTI0, U TOT A, MOKET ObITh, Mbl CMOKEM MPOUTH MEXJY HUMH, HE IIOCTPaaB.

— W untu Hapo 6sicTpee, — Mopu BeTaiia ¢ 3eMJIM U IOMOTJIa MOAHSATHCSI DHH. — B03MOXkHO, Hac
YK€ BHISIT.

— He Bo3MOX)HO, a TOUHO, — TMOKayas royoBor Pybameunnk. — Ho Toponutbest Hamo. Ko 3Haer,

CKOJIbKO ee Tkaunxe OyAeT HHTEPECHO UTpaTh C JOObIYEH — K KOTJa OHA 3aXOUeT Ha HAC HaIacTh.
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C 9TUMHM CJI0BaMH OH MEPBBIM IBUHYJICS K OJIECTSIEMY MEKAY OepeBbsIMU o3eply. beTTH.
CTapaTesIbHO YIIEPEB B3MJISI B 3€MJIIO, MOCIIEIINIIA 32 HUM.

Ha MraoBenue e nokasajuoch, 4TO B CyMpauHoM MHpe TKauuxu CHOBa B30LLIO COJIHLE — KaK 3TO
obu10 B Jlecy. Tounee, Tenepb OHA SICHO MOHAMAJIa, UYTO HUKAKOTO COJIHIIA He ObLIO, ObLIa JIUIIb
TIATEJIbHO Pa3BellaHHasl IeKopalusl, WLTI03Usl, CIUIETEHHAs U3 BOCTIOMHHAHHUH HECUYACTHBIX,
HABCErJa paCTBOPUBLIUXCS B TEMHOM XOJIOJHOM MHpE KaAHOH, HeHachITHOW Tkauuxu. Ho cosnHie
Bcerna o0Janano cnocoOHOCThIO BCEJIMTh B BETTH yBEpEeHHOCTh U HaIe KAy, U TeNepb AeBOUKA,
NoHMMaB KpaeM rjas3a OJIMKH Ha 3epKaJibHbIX MOBEPXHOCTSIX, BOocHpsiia yxoM. OHa BCIIOMHUHAIA
COJIHLIE, pa3uToe Haf yauuern Beicokux OcuH, 1 Ha cepALe y Hee TEeIeso.

Bertu kasanoch, 4TO MyTh UX JIEKUT Yepe3 OECKOHEUHBIN 3epKalbHbIA JA0UPUHT. O JUHOKAsI
TPOIHHKA MEeTJIsJIa U BUJIACh MEKAY 3epKaJbHBIMU OTOJIECKaMH XOJIMOB.

Ha ognom u3 noBopoToB BeTTH NOCKOJIb3HYJIACh, OCTYIIHIIACh U 3aMaxala PyKaMH, CHJISICh
yaepxatb paBHoBecue. [llenmmi no3agu OXOTHUK MOAXBATHII €€, HE 1aBasi YIACTh, HO ObLIO
MO3HO: JEBOYKA MOJHSJIA FOJIOBY M BCTPETHIIACH B3TJISLIOM CO CBOMM OTPaK€HHEM Ha 3€PKaJIbHOH
KOpe MOBAJIEHHOT O JiepeBa. [lepeBo oTpaxajo Bce BOKPYT, TOUHO 3epKajo B MIKOJbHOM (poHe, U KaKk
Bertu HU cTapanach yBeCTH B3IJIsi[, OHA BCE PABHO CTAJIKHUBAJIACh CO CBOMMH K€ IJIa3aMH.
Tkauuxa! — npoHecJyioch y Hee B rosioBe. — Ha Hac mocMoTput Tkauuxa, 51 Bce HCIIOPTHJIA, BCE
rpomna’o!

— bertu? — paspasicst BIpyr TakoH 3HAKOMBIH, MMOUTH 3a0BITHIH T0OJI0C, KOTOPbIM BeTTH HUKaK He
O’KHJaJla KOrga-iu0o ycblmaTh B 9TOM MECTe — HJIM BOOOIEe KOrga-HuOyab yciblmarh. — beTtu
Bonn?!

— Aptyp!!! — 3akpuuana bettu u 6pocunach K 3epKajibHOMY JA€peBY, BBIPBABLIUCH U3 KPEMKHUX
00bsiTul OxoTHHKA. — ApTyp Hum?!

— berTHh, 9T0 NOBY1IKa! — 3acToHaN PybameuHuk, npuxuMasi pyKH K JIUILLY.

— Jla Het ke, — oTBeTHNa BeTTH, pasmaxuBasi pykaMu. — DTO HE JIOBYHIKA, 9T0 Aptyp! ApTyp!
Kax to1?... ThI cipimums MeHa? Bugumnb?..

— Buxy u cabiy, bertu Boin, — ortosBancs Aptyp Hum, ube 110 cocpe1OTOUEHHO
pacros3anock Mo BCeH MOBEPXHOCTH IepeBa, 3aMeHsist co0oH oTpakeHue betrtu. — Buxy 1e0s1 B
ozepe B LlenTpanbHom mapke! S ryssui ¢ [J:kokoM U KOpmi JtebenieH, U BAPYT YBHAEJ TBOE JIUIIO.
— ApTtyp, o0 ipocTto uygo! 4 B 6ene, Aptyp!

— B xakotii 6ene? Uto ciayunnocs?

— ApTyp, 5 He 3Hal0, Kak Te0e 9TO cKa3aTh, MPOCTO... MHe Hy’Ha TBOsI moMolb, ApTyp!

— I'me oI cettuac? Yto ¢ ToOO#H?
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— Co MHO# Bce B MOPSIAKE, MPOCTO ... S B gpyrom mupe!..

I'masa 21.

BeTTtu norpedboBasioch BpeMmsi, UTOObI BHSITHO 00BbsICHUTD ApTypy Humy, uto ¢ He#t npowusomwio. OHa
TOpPOMNMJIACh U MOATOHsIIA camy cebsl, oracasich, YTO CBSI3b MOXKET NPEepBaThCs B JIIOOOH MOMEHT, U
MyTanach B CJIOBaX, He 3Hasl, UYTO CKa3aTh. JIerko ObLJIO MPOCUTD €ro O MOMOIIH, HO KaKOH HMEHHO
9Ta IOMOIb TOJIKHA ObL1a ObITh?

Ha ee cuactbe, B neno Bmemasicsi Pybarieunuk.

— 3apascTByH, ApTyp HuM, — ckazan oH, npucaxusasich psinom ¢ beTtu y 3epkajibHOro nepesa.
— byny HagesTbCsl, UTO 9TO U MpaBAa Thl, @ HE XUTPOyMHasl JoByika Tkauuxu. Bripouewm, e u 6e3
TOTO U3BECTHO, Ky1a MBI HAEM. A €CJIH 51 MPAaBHUJIBHO MMOHHUMAK0 CXOJCTBO ABYX MHUPOB, HEMOJAJIEKY
OT TOrO MeCTa, II€ Thl CEHUac CTOMIIb U TOBOPHILb C HAMH, €CTh CTapble pyHHbL. JTO Npasaa?

— Tak, — KMBHYJI BCe ele Majo uyTo nonumawomui Aptyp Hum. — 4 B LlenTpanbHom napke, 3gech
€CTb CTapas aHIJIMHCKas IepKoBb. TOuHee, TO, UYTO OT Hee OCTAJIOCh.

— Crapas Lepkosb! — 3akpruana bertu. — 310 oHa!

— BepHo, — obpanoBaics Py6ameunuk. — [Tocaymait, Aptyp Hum. OTnpaBisiiicsi K pyuHam U KId
taMm. JKgaTh, BO3MOKHO, IPUIAETCS JOJTO: sl He MOTy Tebe cKa3aTbh, C KaKOW CKOPOCTBIO TEUET BpeMmsi
3[IECh U Y Bac, MOTOMY 3aMacHcCh €10 U Teryion oaexaou. M xau Hac. Mbl nagum o cebe 3HaTh.

— A Bac Tam MHOTO? — JIeJIOBUTO OCBEIOMHIICSI APTYP.

— [Isarepo, — otBetHna bertu, ornsines cBor oTpsia. — [loka — nsATepo, U s1 HAIEICh, YTO MEHbILE
HAC HE CTaHeT.

— ITarepo. [IpuHATO, — Cceppe3HO KUBHYJI ApTyp. — 3aJaHue MOHSsI, OTHpasisiioch K Ctapor
LepkBu 1 Oyay ®aarb CUrHana.

— IlycTp HaOepeT BOAy U3 TOro BOAOEMA, B KOTOPOM HAac BUAMT, — MpouienTtaia Mapu Ha yXo
bertu. — A Bapyr nesno B HeH?

— Toi rennit! — oro3Basiace bertu u 3akpuvana: — Aptyp! Aptyp, Tl cabiman? [lepenei kyaa-
HUOYAb BOIy, B KOTOPOH BUHMIIb cefiuac MeHs1! Bapyr neno B Hel.

B cMyTHOM 3epKajibHOM OTpakeHHUH ObLJIO BUIHO, YTO APTYP MOMPABHI OUKH.

— 4 yxe nmogymai Tak M clesiatb, — ckasaj oH. — He Bosny#cs, bertu boin, s caenaio Bce,
YTOOBI BHITAIKUTH T€OsI U TBOUX APY3eH OTTY[a, 1€ Bbl CEHUaC 3aCTPSUIH.

— Ox, Aptyp!

H300paxenne nomo psiobo.
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— ApTyp, CBsI3b TEPSIETCSI, — CHOBA 3aKpHuasia beTTH, — BbITamu Hac, ApTyp!

— Cpenaio Bce, UTO B MOHMX CHJIaX, — OTO3BAJICS MaJbukK. — Beperu ceOsi!

H3zobpaxenue ucuesno. Hekotopoe Bpemsi beTTr mpocTo Mosua pasrisigpiBaia 3epKajJbHYI0 KOpy
JepeBa, B KOTOPOH Tenepb OTPaKaIUCh TOJIBKO UX ¢ Pybameunnkom iuma.

— IloBepuTh HE MOTY... — MpoLenTaia OHa.

— Y nuBUTENBHOE COBMAACHHEM, — KHBHYJ PyOameunux.

— D70 Bce eme MOKeT ObITh JIOBYIMKON TKauuxu, — nokauai rojioBod OXOTHHK, MOAX0/s OJIHKe.
BerTn yBHaena KpaeM rjasa, Kak OH CHSUI € TIOsICa TONOP M, pa3MaxHYBIIKCH, OMYCTHJI €r0 Ha
3epKajbHYIO KOpY.

— Yro Thl genaenmb?! — neBOUKA BCKOUMIJIA HA HOTH, TOTOBAasi €r0 OCTAaHOBHUTD.

— Ecnu 9710 n0BymKa TKauuxu, HaC yke HUYTO He CraceT, — CKBO3b 3yObl 0TBeTHSI OXOTHUK. —
Ho ecnu 970 npaBaa Ob1 TBOH IpYT U3 APYroro MHpa, Ham HaJo MOCTapaTbCsl COXPAHUTD C HUM
CBsI3b. DTH 3epKajia — 3amep3iuast Bojga Tomnel, 3auapoBanHasi Tkaunxoi. MHe qymaeTtcsi, 4TO OHA
CBsI3aHA KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM C TOH BOJOW M3 HACTOSIETO 03epa. MbI IOJKHBI B3SITh C COOOH
OCKOJIOK. MOXKeT ObITh, TAK Mbl CMOKE€M I'OBOPUTH C HUM. M OH ¢ Hamu. MapH He cityuaiHO Besesna
eMy HaOpaTh BOJIBI.

B ero cioBax Obu1 pe3oH. beTTu KuBHYy1a U BMecTe ¢ PybaieuHukom oTomnuia B CTOPOHY —
HabmonaTh 3a paboTort OxoTHHKA. TOT pa3MaImKcTo OMycKas TOMOp Ha JepeBO, CHOBA U CHOBA, [0
TeX MOop, MOKa OT ero MepHbIX IBHKEHUH 3epKaJibHasl KOpa He MONuIa TPEIHHAMH U O POMHBIH
KYCOK HE CBAJIWJICSI IPSIMO B BOBpeMsI MOICTaBJIeHHbIe JlafoHu Pybameunnka. OcTpbie Kpasi
OCTaBHJIM Ha €ro pyKax HOBBIE LIAPATIMHBI, KOTOPbIE HEMEJIEHHO CTaJIH KPOBOTOUHTb.

— Hapo 6b1 3aBepHYTh 9TO B KaKyi0-TO Tpsmuiy... CTekja1o octpoe, — nomMopinuics Pybamieunuk.
— ¥ Hac Bce ele ecTb CyMKa, — cKasajaa Maopu. — YalHUK MbI IOTEPSUIH, KOT1a CPaXaJIUCh C
ne0esIMH, HO CyMKa ocTasach npH Hac. OHa Msrkasl.

— JlaBamTe ee croga!

DHH MOJTYa MPOTSIHYJIa eMy CyMKY. PyOameunnk 6epekHO OMmyCTHII KyCOK 3epKalbHOH KOpPbl BHYTPb
U HECKOJIbKO Pa3 CJIOKHII ee MOMoJjaM, TaK, YTOOBI 3epKaJio ObLIO TIIATENIbHO 3alIMIIeHO. beTTH
3aMETHJI, UTO TMOCJIE 9TOTO OH OBICTPO BHITEP JIAMOHH O CBOIO UepHO-KpacHyIo pyOamky. [eBouka
HEBOJIbHO TIOIyMaJia, UTO Ha TAKOW TKAaHH He BUAHBI cJiegbl KpoBH. CKOJIBKO pa3 eMy MPUXOAUIOCH
BBITHPATh TaK PyKH?

Pybameunuk nepexBaTHII ee B3TJIsi U BOIPOCUTEBHO MOAHsUT OpoBU. BeTTH BCIbIXHY 1A U OTBENa
rja3a CJIOBHO €€ 3aCTYKaJHM Ha YeM-TO HEMPUJIMYHOM, U HEMEJJIEHHO yIepJach B3rJIsiAOM B JHH. Ta

CTOslIa B CTOPOHE, H3.6J'IIOI[a$I 3a MMPOUCXOOSAIHM OTPECIICHHBIM B3IrJIsAJOM.

72



C MomeHTa nepexoja uepe3 60J0Ta OHa CHIJIbBHO U3MEHHJIACh: CTajla TUXOH, He MoJaBajia rojoca u
MOCYIIHO ciiegoBaja 3a Mapu. OHa He BbITJIsiAes1a MOrJIyNeBIIEeH UK BOPYT MOTEPSIBIIEH MaMsITh —
CKOpee COCPeIOTOUEHHOH Ha TOM, UTO OCTaBaJOCh y Hee BHYTpU. BeTTu BriepBbie NpHIILia B TOJIOBY
MBICJIb, UTO OKPYKAIOIIKE ee JIIOJH OTAATH paJy ee BO3BpAIleHHs ropa3fo OoJblie, UeM OHa caMma.
Mo:kHO ObLIO OBl YK€ HauaTh UM A0BepsITh. M XOTs Obl Ha3bIBaTh OPY3bsSIMHU.

Ila, ¢ 9TOro, No)ajiyH, €d U CJIeI0BAJIO CeHYac HauaTh.

— JIpy3bsi! — rpoMKO cKasana OHa, TaK, YTOOBI BCE yCJIBIIIAH.

3a ee criuHOM paspancs 3agyMunBbid XMbIK OxoTHHKa. CriyTHHKH 00cTynuau bettu U, Kasanocs,
ObUIM TOTOBBI €€ CJTyIIATh.

— YenoBek, ¢ KOTOPbIM Mbl TOBOPHJIM, MOH IpYyT, U3 MHpa, OTKYyJa s npunuia, — Aptyp Hum. 5 ne
3HAIO €IlE, YeM OH MOKET HaM NIOMOYb, HO YBEPEHA, YTO FOPa3Io JIyulle 3HaTh, YTO MbI HE OJHH
OJ1y:kJjaeéM B TEMHOTE, UTO HAaC Te-TO KIYT... — DeTTH OCTaHOBUIIACh, UTOOBI IEPEBECTH IbIXAHHE.
MoTuBupyOLIKE PEYH HUKOT1a €M HE 1aBAJTUCh.

— 4 npomry Bac... [Ipomy Bac He nmagath JyXoM. Mbl MHOTO NepeKHId, NoKa UK yepe3 bonora, u
ceryac Mbl Bce roToBbI caThesa. Kax bl u3 Hac. Ho HeJb3s1, COBCEM HEJb3sT OTUauBaThCs !
Hao0opoT: MblI 10/1KHBI IOMHHUTB O MPOHAEHHOM MyTH. ['1e Mbl Hauanu, ¥ rae Mol Tenepb. Mbl ¢
Pybameunukom, — BeTTu npoTsiHyJa pyKy H cKajla HEKPEeIKO ero nocTpaaaBIlyio JaJoHb B CBOEH,
— BbIIUIM U3 Jleca, emme He 3Hasi Aaxe, Ky1a HMEHHO JIEKUT Hall MyTb. Mpl nonajiu B X0JIMbl U
BCTPETHJIM TaM M9pH ¥ DHH, U 9TO 3HAKOMCTBO HE TOJIbKO IOMOTJIO HaM HAalTH JOPOry, HO U
caenaino 4yTh Oosiblie... Mbl HaM Opyr Opyra, ¥ 9To Mbl ¢ Pybamennkom 3apasuau Mapu U DHH
uaeer, yTo X0oJMbl MOKHO MOKHHYTh. [IoTOM MBI mo3BasiM ¢ HaMH OXOTHHKA, KOTOPBIHA TaK Xke
yCTaj OT THpaHUU TKauuxu. ITOT MUP BOKPYT HAC — CEpBIH, AYIIHBIM U HEKUBOH, HO Belb MBI BCE
elle IOMHUM, YTO OH COTKaH M3 HAllUX CTPaxoB M cTpajaHui? Boime HOC, Apy3bsi. Mbl IOYTH y
nesm. Crapas LlepkoBb Tak 0s1u3k0. BMecTe Mbpl IOKMHEM 3TO MECTO U BblHJeM B LleHTpasibHOM
napke. A tam, 3HaeTe... — roJyioc bertu gpornys. — Tam cosnie.

Bonapunace TvmmHa. HekoTopoe Bpemst Bce CTOSUIH, HE MIEBEJISICh, U IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPENH Ha
Bertu. Hakonen PyGameunuk yiabIOHYICS — CBETJIO U IPOCTO, TaK, KaK yJbIOAJCS eH JaBHBIM-
JABHO B cojiHeyHoM Jlecy.

— 3aMeuartesibHble c10Ba, beTTH Boiil, — ckasan oH. — MHe HX He XBaTajo.

— W npaBpa uynecHele cioBa, bettn, — npomenrtana Mapu.

— OHH BIOXHOBJISIIOT, — CIEPKaHHO KMBHYJIA JHH, CJIOBHO 00sIach pacijiecKaTh MepenoHsIBIINe
ee CJIoBa.

Ha nevo neBoukwu sierna Tskenast pyka OXoTHHKa.
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— Benu Hac, bertu boiin.

BeTTun B3noXxHyJa ¥ cesiana mar Boepes Mo TpOnuHKE. BHe3anHo el cTajio Ka3aTbesl, 4TO TyMaH
BOKPYT CTaJl MEHEE T'yCThIM, TPOITHHKA BBICOXJIA U B LI€JIOM cTaiio cBeTJiee. [Ipoiasi HeCKOJbKO
IIAroB, OHA YBUJEJA KOE-UTO U MOHSJIA: OHA BCE AEJIAeT MPABUIIBHO.

EnBa 3aMeTHBIN COJTHEUHBIH JTy4 yHajl HA TPONHUHKY NEpe] €€ HOraMH.

— Counre. .. — npomenTana bettu u kpuknyia B rojoc: — Connue!!! [Ipy3pst Mou, Biiepe .

Brepen!

T'nasa 22

Bertu u ee cnyTHUKM maraiy BAOJb 3epKajibHBIX OEPErOB U CTapaTeJbHO OTBOAMIIHM IJ1a3a OT
JOOBIX OTPaXEHUH, MONAAABLIIMXCSI UM Ha NyTH. Bcem ObLI0 ICHO: Tak, Kak B MPOLUIBIA pa3, UM
MO2KeT O0JIbllle HEe TOBE3TH, U MaJIO JI KTO MOCMOTPHUT Ha HUX M3 3epKajibHOU riyOuHsl. [Torons no
HX CJIeJ]aM MO-TPEXKHEMY HE MOKa3bIBaJIach, U TKaunxa HUKaK He SIBJIsJIa UM CBOETO MPUCYTCTBHS, a
MOCBETJIEBIIHE OKPECTHOCTH U COJIHEYHBIN JTyY, POSIBUBIIMICS CPEN CEPOH XMapH, BHYIIAIN
HaJEKIy Ha Jyyliee.

— BBITh MOXET, Mbl IPOCTO JOCTATOUYHO OE3YMHBI, U C HAMH YK€ HUYEro He Mojesiaenlb, —
ropopuia MapH, NpUTaHIOBBIBasi HA KaKA0M mmary. — MoskKeT ObITb, HaC MPOCTO OCTaBSIT B IOKOE U
3alMyTCsl KeM-HHOY b, 60J1ee 6e3001 IHbIM.

— 1 Obl He HazesICs Ha CTOJIb MPOCTOH UCXO0A, — ycMexHyJcs OXoTHUK. — Ho Ob110 661 310poBO
U B caMOM JieJie ycneTb qoutu 1o CTapod HEpKBH 0 TOro, Kak Tkaunxa mpUMeTcs 3a HaC BCepbes.
— Py0ameunnk, — oOpatuiack K MOJYAJIMBO HAYIIEMY M03aaH CIyTHUKY beTrTn, — TbI roBOpHI,
yT0 y3HaJs1 Ipo CTapylo LEepKOBb U3 CTAPUHHBIX JiereHa. Pacckaxemp ux Ham? Ham Bce paBHO eme
UATH U UOTH. A 51 00 9THX JIereH1ax HHUEero He 3Haio...

— B camom pene, Pybameunuk, pacckaxu! — 3aropenach Mapwu.

OHH KHBHYJ1a, OXOTHHK OpOCHJ OJOOPUTEJIbHBIH B3IJIs] uepes 1ievyo, 1 PyOameyniuk cMUpHIICS..

— Xopomio, s paccKaxy BaMm 3Ty JereHay. He cnpammBaiTe, OTKyAa HMEHHO S €€ y3HAI: YepPe3 MOU
PYKH MPOIILJIO MHOXKECTBO OJTyKAAIOMMX BOCIIOMUHAHUH. Tak BOT, MHOTO JIET Ha3a[ )KWJa OJIHA
JEBYIIKA, KHJIA B JOME Y X0JIMa, YTO JIMLIOM BBIXOJIUJI HA PEKY...

PY6aHICqHHK B3JOXHYJI U TUXO 3aIleJI:

Kuna [orcennu Jlu y Xoamos, y danexux 3enenvix Xoamoas,

B 0ome mom, umo auyom 8eixodun Ha b6bicmpyro-bblcmpyro pexy,
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A 8 motl peke 0bl10 pblObL MAK MHO20, UMO JA8AAACL OHA 8 PYKU,
B dome mom He bbino mecma zopro, epycmu, mocke u cKyke,
Pa3s [docennu Jlu ysaexaace npumeOmum 8 ux 0OM UeaA08eKoM,

Ilpuwen on 6 mom dom 'y dasexux 3eneHvix Xo0aAMOo8...

I'onoc y PyGamenuka ObuT KpacHBbIH, TJIyOOKHH, U TIECHS JIUJIACh CEPEOPHUCTHIMH NEPETMBAMH, KaK

OynTO M B caMoM JieJie Obljla COTKaHA U3 HUTEH BOCTIOMUHAHUH.

...nowna Horcennu Jlu 3a Xoamwl, 3a danexue smu Xoamol,

Yeen uenosex Howcennu Jlu 3a coboii, Huuezo He ckazas HUKOMY,

H mpaevl noHukau, ygsiau ysemol, u NMuYbl KPUUAAU 8 MUULH,

H KoHuusacs cmex, u nponaso gecenve, u 8 Jome mom Hem HU OyuU,
H kmo 6wl ckazan, omuezo, u kmo Obl cKazan, nouemy,

TTowna Horcennu Jlu ¢ uenogexom sa danvrue smu Xoamuil...

BeTTn HUKOr Ja paHbile He ciblmana 9Ty necHo. UcTopus U B caMoMm jesie noJiydajnach rpyCcTHasl.
UYenosek yBen [IxeHHu JIu 3a X0JMbl, ¥ TaM OHA AOJLKHBI ObUIAa IPOMACThb, HIOTOMY UTO CBET MHUpa
JIIoJIer morac IJisl Hee, a 4eJIOBEK 3TOT pasfo0ui ee Bckope U octaBuwil. Ho [Ixxennu Jlu He moTepsiia
HaJIeXk1bl ¥ BepHYJach OOpaTHO T€M e MyTeM, KOTOPbIM UeJIOBEK €€ YBeJ, a CTapylo IEpKOBb Ha
BEpLIMHE X0JIMa 00OIIIa MPOTUBOCOJIOHD TPH Pas3a, U OTKPbLIACh €H ABEph B MUP KHUBbIX Joaed. Tak
Ha XOpOIIEH HOTE MECHS U 3aKOHUMack: [[)keHHu JIu BepHyJsiach TOMOH, H CUACThe BEPHYJIOCH
BMECTE C HEH.

— A Kak e#l MpHUIIJIO B rOJIOBY, YTO LIEPKOBb HAJJO OOOMTH MPOTHBO... MPOTHUBOCO... YTO 9TO BoOOLIE
3a CJIOBO Takoe? — cripocwia bertu.

— [IpOoTHBOCOJIOHD — 3HAUUT, NPOTUB COJIHIIA, TO €CTh MPOTHUB YaCOBOH CTPEJIKH, — CKa3ala
Mopm.

— O#, 4 He 3Hana. Tak Kak oHa mpuaAyMaia 3To?

— B naBHue BpeMeHa TakoW croco0 — AeJiaTh YTO-TO MPOTHUB YACOBOH CTPEJIKH — CUHUTAJICS
BO3MOKHOCTBIO OTOTHATH JIIDOOE KOJIOBCTBO, — cKasan Pybameunuk. — M B oueHb MHOTHX
CKas3Kax U Jerengax ob ykpaaeHHbIX B XOJMBbI JIIOISIX, B CKa3kax 00 9Jbgax, BCTpeuaics HIMEHHO
9TOT CIOCO0.

— OueHb yacTo 4TO-TO, ONUCHIBAEMOE B OJHOM JIET€HE, a TOTOM MOBTOPSIOIIEECS B IPYTHUX, HMEJIO
o coOoH peasibHOE OCHOBaHHE, — MOJaJia roJ0c DHH.

— 3HayuT, y HAC U B CAaMOM JeJie eCTb Hajiexkaa, — YJbIOHyJIcs OXxoTHUK. — CMoTpuTe. A Bellb
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MOKa MbI CJIyLIaJH MEeCHI0, 3epKasbHble Oepera nouTy MOAOILIH K KOHIY. Mbl mpuOinkaeMcst K
LEJH.

— Huuero ne 6omTech, — beTTn oxBaTui 60eBoi 3a70p. — Mbl IPONUTH TOJTHH My Th!
3epKaJibHbIe TOIH K B CAMOM JIeJIe OCTAJUCh M03aau. beTTH orzisigenach Mo CTOpoHaM U yBHAEA,
YTO OHU CTOSIT Ha 3eJICHOH MOJIsSIHE, U OKPYKAIOIKH newsax 0osbie HamomuHaeT Jlec, uem Tormm. Ei
OBbUIO SICHO, YTO 9TO MJUIIO3USI, KOTOPOH HE CTOMUT NojajaBaThes: TKaurxa HaBEpHSIKA TOJIBKO 9TOTO U
’Kaana, yToObl HaTpaBUTh Ha HUX OXxoTHHKOB. Ho OT BuIa 6oJiee 3eseHoH, ueM npexie, TpaBbl y Hee
OTJIerJio oT cepaua. Tem Oosiee, yTO TpaBa He MbITANACh CXBATHTD €€ 32 HOT'Y WM HEMeJIEHHO
coxpatb. [Tociyie Bcero, uepes 4To UM AOBEJIOCH POUTH, yKE OOHO 9TO 3aCTABJISIO IEBOYKY
panoBatbcsl. BeTTn ocMoTpena cebst ¢ Hor 10 roJIoBbl M XMBIKHYJIa HEIOBOJIBHO: €€ KpacHBas
HEKOI'1a OJ€XK/1a MOJIHOCTBIO NPHIILIa B HEroAHOCTb. [10 BO3BpaleHny JOMOH NPUAETCS BBIKHUHY Th
KPOCCOBKH, KOTOPbIM He ObLIO M HeJIeJH, Ja U JI0OUMBbIE AKHHCHI yKe He cracTu. I py3bs
BBIMJISIAEIH He Jiyuie. Mapu-OHH notepsiii cBoH ¢hapdOopoBbIH JIOCK elle Ha nogxoae Kk bonoram, a
no PyGameuHnKy MOKHO ObUIO CKa3aTh, UYTO B CBOEH 3HAMEHHTOH pyOalike OH MyTeleCcTBOBAJ 10
Tonsm no meto B Boge. OauH OXOTHUK B KOKAHOM OJIEKIE U C TYrO 3aIUIETEHHON KOCOM BBITJISIEI
TIOUTH TaK kK€ OMPSITHO U BHYIIUTEJIBHO, KaK BO BpeMsl IEPBOH UX BCTPEUH.

[Mamnynb, nogyMana beTtu, BOT uero MHe Tak CHJIbHO 31ech He xBaTaeT. [llamnyns... U
OYMHUCTOTO MbLIA, U JIIOOUMOH 3eJIEHOH MOYAJIKH, U OOMOBI [1J1s1 BaHHBI, UTOOBI HAMIOJIHUTH BOJY
CBETJIO-pPO30BOM TMEHOM C 3amaxoM sibjioka. M 3aneun B Hee yaca Ha TpH. MoxeT ObITb, TOT1a
yAaJioch Obl IPOrHATh HABCET /1A 3aMax THUEeHHUs], MPECIeJ0BABIIMN HX elle ¢ X0JIMOB. 3anax
MOTHJIbHOM 3€MJIH U MEPTBBIX JieOeaeH.

— Ham He cTouT Ha10/IrO 3aepKUBAThCSI 3/1€Ch, — CKa3as PyOaieuHuK, 1aB BO3MOKHOCTb
JI€BOYKE HEMHOTO MEPEIOXHYTh U IPHUBECTH CE0s1 B MOPSIIOK.

CaM OH Jake He IbITAICS OTPSIXHYTbCS, TOJbKO 3aIljIeJ)l CBUCAIOLIME COCYJIbKAaMH BOJIOCHI B KOCY, H
OHa OoJiTasach Temepb Mo CIIHHE.

OXOTHHK HEpPBHO MPOBEJI HOCOM H OIJISIAEJNCS IO CTOPOHAM.

— [Mocnemum. D1a TUIMHA OOMaHYKBa. 32 HAMU HAYT.

Mbopu nobnennena.

— Kak... ugyt? Kto?

OXOTHHK CHSUI € TIosica TONOP U NOJOPOCHII €TO0 B pYKE.

— Kak — kT10? OxoTHHKH. TKauuxa He OTIMYCTUT HAC MPOCTO Tak. 3abyapTe 06 aTom. Unute
BIIEpEN.

OcTaJbHbIe MEIJIWJIH, BOITPOCHTEJIbHO T'JIAAA HAa HETO.
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— Hpute Brepen, s ckazan! — psBkHyJ OXOTHHUK, U OHH, HAKOHEII, MTOCTYIIAJIHCh.

I'maBa 23.

He ycnena BeTTu cenaTh ¥ HECKOJIBKHMX IIAroB, Kak B BO3[1yXe BOKPYT Hee BCIIBIXHYJIH, 3aCHSIB,
cepeOpsiabie HUTH. OHH BBITJISIICNH TOUHO TaK ke, KakK IUIBIBYIHE B MapeBe BO3yXxa HaJ X0JIMaMH,
HO Ternepb OHH He JpetidoBayu no BeTpy. HUTH npeBpaTUIKCh B KPENKO CILUIETEHHYIO MayTHHY, U
Tenepb HEe 0OCTABAJIOCh HHOTO BBIXOJa, KPOME KaK UATH BIEpe], K MOJABECHOMY MOCTY, €Ba
MOKa3aBlIeMYyCsl U3-3a MOBOPOTa. HUTH oTpe3anu UM MyTH K OTCTYIUICHHIO, H COUTH C TPOIIbI HE
BBIILJIO OBl: MayTHHA MOJKHUAAJIA UX B IBYX HIarax, TOYHO 3a3€BABIIUXCSI MYyX.

— Bnepen!!! bexum! — kpuknysna bertu u notsnyna 3a pyky PyGameunuka.

Pybameunuk He Toponuics 6exaTh — IpYrod pyKoH MpHKHUMasi K cede CYMKY C 3epKaJloM, OH
CTOSsUJI, HEPBHO OIJISIABIBASICH MO CTOPOHAM. UepHble TEHH HAIUIBIBAJIM CO BCEX CTOPOH, U MOCTENEHHO
U3 CyMpaKa BbIXOJIUJIH BbICOKHE CHITYy3Thl. CyliecTBa 9TH ObUIM 3aMOTaHbI B UEPHBIE TUIAIIH, BBICOKHE
Carory Ux cTynaau no 3emsie TomneH, He mpoBaJMBasiCh B Hee, a ymna... Ux nuina bertu yBuaena
OJIMH pa3 U mpeanouia Obl 3a0bITh HABCET A,

Omna-To nymaina, uto y OXOTHHKA JIMLO TJIOXO BBIPAXaJo SMOLHH U ObLJIO TOUHO BBICEUEHO M3
Kamas! Ona omubasachk.

JInna HacTosmux OXOTHHKOB TOJIBKO OTHAJIEHHO HAIIOMHHAJIH YejioBedeckue. B HUX Oblyia JImb
PaBHOJIYIIHAS )KECTOKOCTh, U BeTTH nmoHnMana: 9Tu cymecTBa MOUIYT HAa BCE, YTOOBI BBITIOJHHUTD
MIpHKa3.

PasBepHyBIMCh JMIIOM K BparaMm, beTTu Havyana MeJIieHHO OTCTymnaTh. PybaimeyHuk HeXoTs moren
3a HEH, XOTs1 BCEM CBOMM BHJIOM ITOKa3bIBaJI, YTO XkeJlaeT MoMoub OXOTHUKY cpaxarbesi. Mapu-OHH
KPETKO MPUKUMAIIUCh IPYT K JAPYTY U CTAPAJIMCh IEPKAThCS KaK MOXKHO OJivke K berTu.

— berwute, He cTolTe HAa MecTe! — BHOBb KPUKHYJI OXOTHHK.

OH Hauay OTCTyNaTh, B3sB TOMOP HAU3rOTOBKY. BeTTH OblI0 sicHO, uTO, Hamagu OXOTHHUKH cernyac, U
OJIUH 9TOT TOIMOP HUYEM He CMOT Obl UM MOMOUb. PaBHO Kak W JIyK, H Bce Ipouee, UeM BIafes ux
apyr. Ho OXOTHHKH MeIHIIH, OKPYKaId TEMHOH TyueH U JaBad BO3MOXKXHOCTb YHTH.

BetTu Bce ObuIO sicHO. OHa He pa3 BUAEa, KaK COCECKHHA KOT UI'PAaeT C MbILIbIO Mepe]] TeM, KaK
CBhEeCTb ee.

3naunt, OXOTHUKH OBUIH YBEpPEHDI, UTO Y HUX HET HU MaJIeHIIero MmaHca.

— Bce, uTo Ham Hago — ycrneTh 1o0exaTb 10 MOCTa. .. — Oe3HaIexkHO 3acToHan PyOameunuk 3a ee

IJICYOM.
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OH TOX€e He BepHJI, YTO UM MO3BOJISIT 9TO CHEJIATh.

OXOTHHMKH UyBCTBOBAJIM CBOIO BJIACTh HaJl Oersienam, ynuBajiuch UX ctpaxoM. Kasanocsk, cTpax
3aCTaBJISLT HUTH CBETUTHCS sipue, BIUTHIBATh O€3HAAEKHBIN yKAc, OXBATHIBAIONIUH JTIOOOTO MPH BUIE
HEMNOIBHKHBIX JIUI| M 3aCTHIBIIMX B 0)KUJAHUH YEPHBIX (PUTYP.

3a HUMH He ObLIO BUJIHO HUYETO — TOJIbKO ThMa, 0e3 eIMHOro OJiMKa CBeTa, MaToBasi YepHOTA, U
Bertu BcnoMHMIIa, 4yTO YK€ BCTpevanach ¢ Tako uepHoTod. U cbexana ot Hee.

Cortnu rna3 Tkaunxu HaOMOJaIK 32 HUMH €O BceX cTOpoH. Tkauuxa Obuta 3aech. Kak orpomHbii
nayK, KOTOPbIH HUKOTJa HE OTITYCTHUT CBOIO JOOBIUY, U ueM OoJiblle KajKas Myxa OyaeT OuThes B
HaJlek e CIacTHCh, TEM Kperye Oy IeT 3aTAruBaThCsl MayTHHA BOKPYT Hee.

Tkauuxa NMpuIUIa 32 HUMH.

OHH nTpoHrpasH.

— berTu! — nocapimancs BOpyr rosoc, KOTOPbIM I€BOYKA HUKOI' 1A YK€ HE OKUAAIA yCIbIATh. —
BeTTn, THI CoblIUIb MeHs1?

— ApTyp? — cooOpasuia IeBOYKa U CXBAaTHJIa CYMKY, KOTOpYIo Pybameunuk no-npexsemy
JepKaj B pyKax.

EnBa nocTas cTEKII0, OHA 3aKpHYala CHOBA:

— Aptyp Hum?!

— berty, 970 51, — oTpaxenue ApTypa B KyCKe 3epKaJbHOH KOPBI ObLIIO Pa3MbITBIM H TYCKJIBIM, HO
yragpBaJIoch JOBOJIbHO OTUeTMBO. — Kak Bbl, uaere? 51 nomesn g0 pa3BajvH B Napke, TyT, KCTaTH,
JOBOJIBHO KHBOMHUCHO — W PYHHBI, U XOJIMUKH MIOBCIOAY, H MOCTHK 3TOT. ..

— Moctuk?! Tam ectb MocT? — BeTTu eiBa He BHIPOHWIIA 3epKAJio OT YIUBJIEHHUS], U PyOammeuHuk
MOACTABHJI MO HETO JIaJOHH.

Mb5pu-2HH BcTaiy 1o 00EUM CTOPOHAM OT HHX, HE MBITAsICh 3aKPBITh OT BCEBUASIIMX IJ1a3 TKauuxw,
HO AEMOHCTPHUPYS €M, yTO Oy IyT 3alUIaTh 1O MMOCIEJHErO U BeTTH, U UX eIMHCTBEHHYIO CBSI3b C
peabHBIM MHPOM.

— 31ech eCTh MOCT, — TeM BpeMeHeM 00cTosiTebHO oTBeuan Aptyp Hum. — CTtapeHbKuH TakoH,
MOUTH Pa3BaJIMBIIUHICS, IEPEBO paccoxiioch. [Toxoxke, ero CTpouiIu B TO ke BpEMsl, UTO U 3Ty
1epkoBb. Miu coBceM HEMHOTO MO3KeE.

— Tyt To)e ecTb MOCT! MbI criemum K HeMy, KaxkeTcsi, Ctapast LlepkoBb 10KHA OBITh HA APYTOM
Oepery, — OT BHE3aITHO HaXJbIHYBLIEro o0JjieryeHusi beTTu enpa Morja roBOpUTh.

— Ecnu 9TOT MUp — OTpakeHHe HACTOSIIEro, TO, CKOpee BCEro, Thl MpaBa, — YJIBIOHYJICS
Pyb6ameunuk. — U 9T0 3HAUMUT, UTO HAM HAJIO PUCKHYTb.

— [lo-HacTosimeMy pUCKHYTb, — KHBHYJa beTTn. — ITocMOTpH BOKpYr — TepsTbh HaM yxe
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HEYero.
— YenoBek, KOTOPHIH HUUETO HE TEePSIET, IEPKHUT B pyKax Becb MUpP, — PyOameunuk 6epexHo
3abpaJt 3epkajio 1 yOpas oOpaTHO B CYMKY, KOTOPYIO HaJIe:KHO 3aKpernu Ha cebe. — Trl roToBa
6opotbcst, bertu boiin?

— 4 roroBa, Pybameunuk, — TBepao ckasana berru.

[ToTom oOepnynace Kk Mapu-OHH 1 OXOTHHKY H CKaszasa:

— Bexum. Tak ObicTpo, Kak ToJbKO MokeM. K mocty u k Crapoit LlepksH, uto 00si3aTebHO
KpPOEeTCsI 32 MOCTOM. 3a0bIB O CTpaxe, He MO/ AaBasiCh TAHUYECKOMY yKacy, KOTOPBIH KaX bl U3
Hac, sl yBEpeHa, UyBCTBYET Mepe] JIMLIoM Bpara. bes coxanenuii, 6e3 pasgymuii. Bee, uyto Ham Hazno
— nepedTH 3ToT MocT. [ToaTomy... Bniepen!

U onu nmodexanu.

I'masa 24.

B ToT ke campiii MUT OXOTHHKH OpOCHIJIMCh Ha HUX, TOUHO MTOBHHYSICh Ub€H-TO KOMaHE, KOTOpasi He
npo3Byvasia. YepHbie TEHH OKPYKHIJIK OErjienoB, CKOJb3HYJIM K HUM OJnke, CJIOBHO Y OXOTHHKOB He
ObLIO HOT U OHH JIETAJIM IO BO3AYXY. B HEMPOTJIsiAHON UepHOTE 32 UX CIIMHAMHM BCIIBIXHYJIA COTHS
ria3. CepeOpsiHble HUTH NAy TUHbBI HATSIHYJIUCh U PBAHYJIMCh BIepe]], TOTOBbIE HHKOMY HE MO3BOJIUTh
noOpaThCsl 10 MOCTA.

OXOTHHK H30 BCEX CHJI OPYOBaJ TOMOPOM, pa3pydasi HUTH, HallEJUBIIHECS] HA €r0 pyKH. Mapu-DHH
YBOPAUMBAJIUCH, KAaK MOTJIH, HO Y HUX He ObUIO HUKAKOro opyXkHsi, © OXOTHUKY PHUXOJHIIOCH
3alIMINATH U cebs1, U JeBoueK. beTTn oTyasiHHO Maxasa o ctopoHaM HOkoM OXOTHHKA U KaJena,
YTO y HHUX HE HallUIOCh BPEMEHH MpernoaaTh ei napy ypokoB. Ho HECKOJbKO HUTEH O€3BOJIbHO ONaiu
Ha 3€MJIIO M0CJIE €r0 YIApOB, U 9TO NPHAAJIO €H CHIL.

Pybameunuk noHauanay oTMaxuBaJICsl CYMKOH, IOTOM, CJIOBHO UTO-TO COOOpa3HUB, 3aMep, TOPOILUIUBO
3aJ1€3 BHYTPb CYMKH H JOCTaJ KyCOK 3€pKaJIbHOM KOpbI. Ee OCcTphle Kpasi pe3ajid HUTH He XYyXKe
HOXa, a OJIeCK 3epKaJIbHOM MOBEPXHOCTH OKazajcsi orBpaTutesieH OXoTHHKaM. TeMHble TeHH, TOUTH
noOpasmrecst 1o Pybarmeunuka, mapaxHyJiuch Mpoyb.

— Onu 60s71Cs1 cBeTa! — nousuna bertn. — Onu 0osTCS cBeTa, KOTOPBIH UCXOIUT OT 9TOrO
3epkana! HaBepHoe, 9TO CBET MUpa KUBBIX !

Pybameunuk yciplman ee ¥ BBICTABHII 3€pKaJjio niepen cooor, He AaBasi OXOTHHKaM NMPHOJIM3UTHCS.
Tenepp oH npHUKpbIBa OTPpsiA. OXOTHHUK MOCHEeNU yBeCTH MapHu-OHH nodimxke K bertu u cam

OTCTyIaJl BMECTE C HUMH. PY6aI.HeqHHK BBINIPSAMHAJI PYKH U HaYaJI O€JIaTb HAPOUYUTO MEIJICHHBIC
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IIAary, 1aBasi BO3MOKHOCTb APY3bsIM YUTH KaKk MOXHO fajbiie. OH BBITJISIIEN IPO3HO: C 3epKAJIOM B
pyKax, B UepHO-KpacHOH pyOauike, ¢ 6eIbIMH BOJIOCAMH, pa3sMETaBIIMMHUCS MO CITHHE.
CocpeloTOUeHHO TJIs s epe cOO0H, OH TOBOPAUMBAJI 38PKajo B CTOPOHY 0COOO MPBITKUX
OXOTHHKOB U HE aBaJ UM KOCHYTbCS ce0sl HU PyKOH, HH OPYKHEM.

TummHa BOKpYT NpeBpaTHach B 3ByK, BCE 3alIUIIEIN0, 3aesi0, CJIOBHO HCKOPEKEHHAs! IJIACTHHKA, U
3BYK 9TOT ObL1 OTBpaTtuTesieH. Kasanock, ero MoxxHO ObUIO HE TOJIBKO CJIBIIIATD, HO U BUAETD,
Tporatb, IpoOOBaTh Ha BKYC, HO BCE 9TO BBI3bIBAJIO TOJBKO OOJIblIee OTBpalleHue. beTTH 3akycuia
ryoy ¥ 3aMOTaJia TOJIOBOH, MBITASICh OTOTHATH 3BYK MPOYb.

Bocnonb3oBaBmmch 3amenareabcTBoM Oersenos, OXoTHUKHM Hanaid. M mpobuau 651 060pony,
cKopee Bcero, eciiv Obl OXOTHUK HE PUHYJICS B OO, pa3MaxuBasi TOMIOPOM.

Bertu eme ycnena nogymats, uto X OXOTHHK COBEPIIEHHO HE MOXO0X Ha ciayr Tkaunxu. Takon xe
YeJIOBEK, KaK M Bce OHH. HHuero TeMHOro u 370BeIero B HeM yike He ocTanock. A Obuio ju?..

A noToM oHa ro0Ge:xasa Tak ObICTPO, KaK MOIJIA, YKe HE yMasi HA O KOM, AyMasi TOJIbKO O MOCTe,
KOTOPBIH ObLI TaK OJIM3KO, BCETO B HECKOJIbKMX marax. M MocT Opocuics e noa HOry, oHa
BLENHJIACh A0 OOJIM B CKAThIX KYyJlakaX B BEPEBOYHBIE MEPHIIA U 3aMepJia Ha MecTe, OECIIOMOIIHO
00epHYBIIMCH UYepe3 TJIeuo Ha Jpy3eH.

— beru Bnepea! — kpuknysia Mapu. — Ha 1y cTopony, He meau!

Bertu caenana mar U ocTaHOBWJIACh Kak BKoMaHHast. MocT noj Hew 3amartaics. OH ObUT CKOJIOUEH
U3 IpyObIX AEPEBSIHHBIX JOCOK W MEPEBSI3aH BEPEBOUHBIMU NepeMblYKaMH. Hae:kHOCTBIO OT HEro u
He naxJio. beTTtn octopoxkHo caenana eme oAuH mwar Brnepea. MocT 3aTpsiccs oA HeH, Melasi UIATH,
zaxoaun xoayHoM. OT ctpaxa beTTu Bienuiack B BepeBOUHbIE NEPHIIA TaK CHIIBHO, UTO C TPYIOM
CMOT'JIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0s pa3kaTh MaJblbl, UTOOB YXBATHUTbCSI CHOBA, HO y:ke nojanbine. Kasanocs,
CTOMT €l OTIYCTHUTb PYKY, KaK OHa HEMEIJIEHHO MOJIETUT BHU3, B HEMPOTJISIAHbIA MPAaK, B UEpHOE
BSI3KOE HUUTO, B KOTOpOE MpeBpaTHiach peka. M Obl1o sicHO: yroau oHa B 9TO HUUYTO U BCEMY
npuaeT KoHel. bosbiie He OyaeT maHca BbIPBAaThCS OTTY /1A, CIIACTUCH, a 3HAUYUT — HUYEro He Oyaet
BooOmie. OHa HaBcerja OCTaHeTC s TJIeHHHIEH TKauuxu, KoTopas MepervieTeT ee Ha cepeOpsiHbIe
HHUTH U MTyCTUT TIO BETPY Haja XoiMaMH, a beTTtu Boiin ucuesHeT, U HUKTO HUKOTJa He BCTIOMHHT
OoJbIIe O HEeH.

Bertu ctuchyna 3yObl v cienana eme mar, 3a HUM ele | eme. OiepeBeHeBIIne Najblbl He
CJIyILaJIUCh, KOJIEHH TPYCJIMBO MOArHOAINUCh, U OHA OO0sIach, UTO YACTh MyTH €H NPUAETCS
NPOMOJI3TH, TOTOMY UTO yJIep:KaThCsl HA HOrax He BbiHAeT. Ho MbIC/b O BEUHOM 3aTOUCHHH B
IByMepHOM mupe Tkaunxu, riae He ObLIO HU COJIHEUHOTO CBETa, HU Terjla, HU MaMbl, HU HACTOSIIHX

)Ipy36171 — 3a pCOIKHUM HCKIIOUCHHUEM, HO 3TH UCKJIIOYCHHA CPAKAIHUCH 3a €€ CIIHHOM 3a BO3MOXHOCTh

80



TaK ke He ObITh MOTrJIOMEHHBIMH YEPHBIM MAaTOBBIM Xa0COM, 3aCTaBHJIA €€ Pa303JIMThCSI.

— 51 Tebe He mamcs, — npomuiena beTTy u ¢ TpyAoM nepecTaBuiia HOTY Ha ele OJHY
nepexyaguHy Mocta. OT cTpaxa HOTH CTajM BaTHBIMH M MSITKUMH, KaK MELIKH C COJIOMOH. — S|
xwuBasi. S Bepuych nomoi. K mame. 1 Aptypy Humy. U B mkony Oyay xoguts. M nociymiHoi Oyy.
H nukorpa. bosewe. He. Byny. OtuanBarscs!

C nocyie AHUMH CJIOBaMH OHa BCe-TaKHM JoOpasiach 10 Kpasi MOCTa U yIaja Ha BJIAXHYIO 3eJIEHYIO
TpaBy, NPUTHOABIIYIOCS MO/ €€ KOJICHSIMU M JJaJOHSIMH. MOCT ocTascst MO3aaH.

HexkoTopoe Bpems eit noTpeOoBasoch, YTOOBI MPOCTO OTABILIATHCS U HEMHOI'O IPUHTH B cebs1. OHa
cmorua. OHa nmpeogoJena nocjaeaHee NpensiTCTBUE, OTAESIBIIEE ee OT Ipoxoja AoMoH. OaHa 9Ta
MBICJIb MOT'JIa BHOBb [IOCTABUTb €€ Ha HOTH.

Bbertu cena Ha TpaBy (Ha OLIYIIb MOUTH KaK HAaCTOSIYI0!) THIOM K MOCTy. Ee npy3bs no-npexsHemy
CpaXaJIMCh Ha IPYrOM CTOPOHE MOCTA U [TOYEMY-TO HE CIIENIHIIM NepeOrpaThesl CJeIOM 3a HeH.
OXOTHHMKH OCa)JajM UX CO BCEX CTOPOH, U BeTTu ¢ ykacom NnoHsu1a, 4To 3aUIaTbhCsl OO OHH HE
CMOTYT.

— Hpure cloga! — kpukHysia oHa. — [louemy Bbl He Huete?

— MbI He MOkeM! — KpHKHYyJ1a DHH B 0TBeT. OHa BLENUIACh B OCHOBAHHE MOCTA M MOBEPHYJIACH K
HEMY JIMLOM, HO TaK ¥ He clejana mar. — Tbl JoJKHA 103BaTh!

— 1 30By! 30BYy!

— ITosoBu no umenu! [1o3oBu mens!

— Dun!!! DHH, UM cloaa, Ha 9Ty CTOpoHY MocTa!!! — 3akpuuana beTtu uto 6bUIO CHIL

OHH KauHyJIO BIEPE], CJIOBHO JI0 3TOTO €€ yIEPKHBAJIH HEBUAUMBIE PYKH, H OHA CTPEMHTEJBHO
TOIJIa TI0 MOCTY, OCTOPOKHO Nepedupast Kabiykamu Tydenek. OHa Kpenko Jepxkajach 3a BEPEBKH
H, Ka3aJIOCh, HE UCMBIThIBAJIA TAKOTO CTpaxa Mepej MyCTOTOH BHHU3Y, UeEpe3 KaKOH 10BEJIOCh TPOHTH
bertu.

bertu npoTsHya el pyKy, 1 DHH CIPbITHYJIa HA 3eMJIIO, 1ieJ1asi ¥ HeBpeaumasi. [eBouku
NePerJsHYJIUCh, U DHH TYT ke KHHYJach 0OpaTHO.

— Mbopu!!! — nosBana ona. — M»apu, ckopee KO MHe!

B Tot e Mur Mapu ocTaBHi1a MONBITKH OTOUTBCSI OT OXOTHHKOB M NPBIrHYJIa Ha MOCT. OH
3aKayaJics oA HeH, U KabJlyK momaj B Mmesb MeXIy J0CKaMd. MapH OXHyJia U noTepsiia
paBHOBECHE, HO yCIlesla CXBAaTHUTHCS 32 BEPEBKU U MOBUCHYTb HA HUX BceM TesoM. bertu nprxkana
JIAZIOHH KO PTY. M3pHu MeIJIEHHO BOCCTaHABJIMBaJla PABHOBECHE H, HAKOHELI, BBIIIPSIMHIIACH BO BECh
POCT M MEIJIEHHO NOILIA Briepel. B oTiaMune oT OHH, el He XBaTaJlo cefuac ee XJIaJHOKPOBHUS U

CcOOpaHHOCTH, M KaX /bl mar ObLI 1JIsl Hee KaK MOCJeIHHH.
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OHH 1 beTTH 00HsIIM ee ¢ IBYX CTOPOH, YCHOKauBasi, B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa OHa CTyIHJIa Ha 3eMJIIO.
M>spu Tpsiciack ¥ BCXJIMMbIBAJIA OT NMEPEKUTOrO CTpaxa, HO OBICTPO MpHILIA B ceOsl.

— Hamm npy3bsi! — HaroMmHuia OHa.

Bertu kunyach K MOCTY.

— Hpure cioga!!! Ckopee!!! Di!!

— PyGameunuk!!! — xkpuknyna Mapu. — Cxopee!

— Haure ciona! — HagpeiBanack bertu, — Py6ameunuk, Oxo...

DHH OBICTPO 3aKaia el poT PyKOH W Mpouunena Ha yXo:

— berTH, Mbl He MoxeM 3BaTb OXOTHHKA, IPUIAYT APYTrHUe, OHKU BCE CMOTYT Cl0Jia MpUNUTH. Buauiip,
HaJ MOCTOM KaKOH-TO Oapbep, KOTOPbIM HE MyCKaeT X cloja.

— Ho... — pactepsinace bertu. — Ho Kak ke Teneps...

Pybameunuk TeM BpeMeHeM Mepenies MOCT Tak JIETKO, CJIOBHO Iaraj Mo TBepAoH 3emiie. beTtu
BCIIOMHMJIA, UTO paHblle OH Obul upKauoM. Celyac oHa yOequiach B 9TOM COOCTBEHHBIMH TJIa3aMH.
OH no-nipeskHeMy OepexHO MPUKUMAI K ce0e KYCOK 3epKaJbHOH KOPbI K BOOOIIE He JepKaJiCs 3a
nepuia, OJHAKO HHU pa3y He MOMaTHYJICS.

OH cormen Ha 3eMJTI0 U OECTIOMOIITHO OTJISTHYJICSI.

OxoTHHK cpaxaicst oguH. Ero Tomop B3neTan u onycKaicsi, OTTOHsISI POYb KaJHbIX JO €ro cTpaxa
u rHeBa OXOTHHUKOB, KaXKAbIH U3 KOTOPBIX KeJas Obl EPBbIM IOTSHYTHCS 10 OTCTYMHHUKA. Ero
MaccuBHas1 purypa Kasaaach COBCEM KPOIIEUHOH psiioM ¢ 6bechopMEHHOH MacCcol YepHbIX TeHEH U
ryias.

— DHH rOBOPHUT, MbI HE MOXEeM ero no3BaTh, — yOuTo ckasana bertu. — Benp Toraa oHu Bce...
MPUIYT.

— Ham Hano yxoauTh, 9TO Hall MaHc, — KEeCTKO N100aBua DHH.

Mbspu npukaia JaoHH K JIHIY.

Pybameunuk noGenHesn 1 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOH TaK, YTO CBETJIbIE MPSIOH 3aKPbLUIH €ro JIHIIO.

— Her, HeT, g He mory Tak. S 6e3 Hero He mory yuTH. He mory.

— Twl pomxen. Tak ObIBaeT, — TaKOH TBEPAOCTH B THXOM roJIoce DHH OHH ellle He CIIBIIIAIH.

— MHe oueHb kaJb, Pybaieunuk, Ho ecJid Mbl BCe TIOTHOHEM 31eCh. .. — BeTTH KocHyJach ero
neuva.

Py6ameunuk mapaxHyJicsi B CTOpOHY, cOpachiBasi €e pyKy, 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOH elle SIpOCTHee U
KHHYJICSI K MOCTY.

— Jla uau ke Thl clofla! — ero oTUasiHHbIA KPUK pasHeccs HaJ uyepHoH npomnacTteio. — HMau clona,

OyIb Thl IPOKJIAT!
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OXOTHHK OOEpHYJICSI U MEIJIEHHO TTOKauaJs FOJIOBOH, a TOTOM TIEpeXBaTHJI Oy J0OHEe PYKOSITh
Tomnopa.

BerTu nokasanoch, 4YTO OHa CJBIIHT cMeX TKauuXu, KyTKUH, TOPKECTBYIONHH CMEX.

— He cwmeit ymupats! Tl He moxenib! Thl qomkeH OBITH 3/1€Ch! — 3epKasio BhINAIO U3 OCJIabeBIINX
nasbles Pybameynuka.

OH noTepsiIHHO CMOTpEJ Mepes cCoOOOH, uepe3 MOCT, TJIsisl, KaK YyepHasi TbMa MPHOJIHKAETCs K
OxoTHHKY. BOpyr 4To-TO TOJNKHYJIO €ro Brepen, OH BIENUJICS B BEPEBKH MOCTA U 3aKpHYa:

— Cioga ugu! Horamu! MbI BoiTamum! beru tak OpicTpo, kKak Mosxemb! 51 6e3 Te0st He yhay!
Capimump Mensa?.. TUJIJIMAH!!!

Ero npoH3uTesIbHBIA KPUK ITOBUC B BO3IYXE.

I'masa 25.

Yro-T0 yaapuno OXOTHHKA B IPy b, TOUHO BbITAJIKUBAsl HA MOCT. OH pa3BepHyJICS H, HE JyMasi HU O
yeM, pBaHyJICs Briepea — U BoBpeMsl. CepeOpHCTble HUTH PYXHYJIM BHU3, pa3pesast Ornopbl MOCTa, U
JepeBsIHHBIE MEPEKJIaAUHbI TOCHINAINCh B 0€300HHYIO MpornacTb. OXOTHUK NPBIrHYJI, OPOCHB BCe
TEJIO BIEPE], U U3 NTOCJIEIHUX CHJI BUETHJICS B KJIOUbsI TPaBbl. MOCT CTPEMHTEIBHO PYLIMIICS,
OTpe3ast yTHUKAaM JOpPOry Hasal, a UX CaMMX — OT TKauMXu H ee NPUCTICIIHUKOB.

Pybameunuk yxBatuics 3a pyku OXOTHHKa, HO ObUIO SICHO, YTO OH HE CMOXKET JOJITO €ro
yEPKUBATh, €T0 XPYNKHE 3aIsICThbs1 CIOMAIOTCSI O BECOM JApYyra.

Bertn, He pasnymbiBasi, KHHyIach Ha momomib. OHa oOxBaTHiIa PyOameynuka 3a nosic, nomorast
TSHYTb Ha3aj, yNMUPAsICh MATKAMH B 3eMI0. K HEH HeMeIJIEHHO NMOAKJIIOYHIIACh JHH, a 3a Hel MapH,
¥ BCE BMECTE OHH CTAJIM TsIHYTh OXOTHHKA BBEPX.

Hakonen emy ynanaoch pasMaxHyTbCsl BTOPOH PYKOH M BCAUTh B 3eMJII0 TONoOp. [eJio nomio
ObIcTpee: NOATSHYBIIHCH Ha Tonopuiie, OXOTHUK CMOT OCTAaBUTh HA 3eMJIIO KOJIEHO, a TIOCJIe
BBIOpAJICS LIEJTMKOM H CeJl Ha 3eMJII0, OIIApaIIeHHO IJIsiAsl epe]] COOOH.

PybamevyHuk OTKHHYJI € JMIa IJIMHHbIE IPSIOM U BCTPETHIICS C HUM IJ1a3aMH.

BerTu HUKOrAa paHble He 3amMevana, 4TO Y HUX COBEPLIEHHO OJUHAKOBBIE IJ1a3a: CBETJIBIE, C
TEMHBIM MOJYKPYKbEM, C LIUPOKUMH KaJHBIMHU 3pAaYKaMH. ..

— I'mnmman, — tHxo noBropui PyGameynuk.

— Ortkypa Thi?..

— D10 BaxHO ceryac? Ham Hamo Oexars.

OXOTHHK CXBaTHJ €ro 32 PyKH.
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— Hla, 970 BaskHO.  3HAJ, YTO Thl UTO-TO CKPBIBAEIIb, KOT1a — JOJIOe BpeMsl Ha3aJ — UCKal y
MEHS 3allMThl U 3aCTyMHUYeCTBa. S eme ayman torga: nouemy y mensi? Temnepsb si, HaKoHel,
HAUMHAIO TIOHUMATb. ..

— Thl €IMHCTBEHHBIN BJaJleelib TeM, UTO 51 TaK Xaxgan oopecT, — PyOameuHuk ocBOOOOUI pyKy
H3 €T0 XBATKH U C HEXKHOCTBIO IIPOBEJ MAJIbIIAMH I10 MICKE. — U Bce XOTeN OTHATD 3TO U BEPHYTbH
cebe... cebdsl.

— Bonbime He xouems?

PybGameunuk omycTu riasa.

— 51 moHs1I, UTO 9TH BOCIIOMHHAHHSI CTAJIH UacThio Tebsi. U, mymato, Teneps yxe He CTaHyT MOUMH?
Thl cTasn yesoBeKOM Oylarogapst MOeH namsiTi, Moer cyap0e U Mmoer xku3Hu. CTajl MOUM JIPYTrOM.
PasBe s BrpaBe TpeboBath y TeOs1 9T0 Hazan? S Oosbiie STUM He BIaAEIO.

— Ho 1b1 no3Ban mens. [lan MHe UMs1, KOTOpoe He ObLJI0O MHE U3BECTHO, HO S TEMeph 3HAI0 TOUHO,
4TO OHO — Moe. S mymail, s1 HykeH TeOe, UTOObI Thl BEpHYJICSI B TOT MHUP CO BCEMHU
BocrioMUHaHHsIMH. Wi uto 6e3 MeHs1 Thl He CMOXkellb Ty1a mpobpaThesi. Ho eciu Thl Oosibiie He
npeTeHayelb. . .

Py6ameunrk BO3MyIEHHO BCKHHYJI TOAOOPOJOK U 3aKYCHJI ry0y.

— Tl Menst BooOme cibiman?! Tel cTan MOMM OpYyrom, MOHM 3alIUTHUKOM. BpocuTh Te0s paau
COOCTBEHHBIX HHTEPECOB... 5 He cMor.

— Cnacubo, — ¢ Tuxo# 61arogapHocTbio ckazain OXOTHHK U MOAHsUICS Ha HOru. — Ham nopa
UATH. Y Hac emie OyaeT Bpems MoroBoputh 00 aToM. M ke y Hac Oosibiie He OyaeT BpeMEeHH HH Ha
YTO.

OxornuK... Het, ['wimnan, Bettu nogymana, uro 6osbine He OyaeT HasbiBaTh ero OXOTHUKOM —
noutes Brepea, K Ctapod uepkBH, 4To ObUIa yke coBceM 0sm3Ko. Pybameunuk nogoOpain 3epkaio u
HOCIEIMI 32 HUM. M9pH-DHH MoJya B3suld BeTTH 3a pyKH ¢ IBYX CTOPOH, M OHH OBICTPBHIM IArom
TMOJIHSUTUCh TIO KPYTOH TPOIHHKE K TEHUCTBIM pa3BajiMHAM.

Crapas LlepkoBb 1 BripaBay HarloMHWJIa BeTTH Te pKHUHBI B HEHTPAJIbHOM MapKe. TOJIbKO 9TH CTEHBI
MOJTYAJIMBO B3JBIMAIIUCDH U BBITJIsIAENH 3710Beme. OcTaBanoch HafesaTbes, uTo ApTyp Hum npasna
KJET UX MO Ty CTOPOHY.

Benp Touno xaet. Ecim BerTn npomuia yepes MOCT, 3HaUUT, KTO-TO €1 MO3BaI?..

— W Oxennn JIu ynuia 3a XoaMsbl... — npodopMoTan PyOameynuk, risasi npsiMo nepen cooom. —
3a 3enieHbie 9TH XOJIMBI. . .

Bertu ornsigenace no ctopoHam.

Boxpyr Obla cympayno v TymanHo. Ho xyTb, KoTopyio BHyman el Mup Tkauuxu, 34ech yxe He
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omy1anack. JoJKHO ObITh, TaK BHIIJISIAST Jieca pAaHHUM YTPOM B C€peIMHe JieTa, KOrJa COJIHIIE ele
HE B30ILJI0, HO HEOO CBET/IeeT U YTPEHHUH TyMaH OOHUMAEeT 3eMJIIO0.

— ¥ Hac Mano BpeMeHH, — ckaszan ['wuman. — OXOTHHKH HalAyT crocod mpopBaTh Oapbep. XOTb
9TO MECTO U CKPBITO OT TKAauMXH, U OHA HE UMEET HaJl HUM BJIACTH, OHO BCE PABHO OCTAETCS YaCThIO
MOTJIOIEHHOTO €l MUpA.

— Ho ato mecTo... OHO HacTosimee? — beTTu marnysia Bepes 1 poseJia pyKoH M0 MepHaBbiM
KaMHsIM, CpeJId KOTOPBIX Mpopoca 3eJieHasi Tpapa.

— 3aech HeT HUUero HacTosimero, bertu boi, — nokauan ronosoi Pybameunuk. — Ho 910 mecto
CTOMT Ha rpanuue. U, kak moboe norpaHMYHOE MECTO, pacrnojaraeT OOJIbIIMMH BO3MOKHOCTSIMH,
yeMm Jiiodoe Apyroe.

— Bomnpoc ToipKO B TOM, KaK 9TH BO3MOKHOCTH PasriisiieTb, — B3AOXHYJ1a MapH U cesa 0KoJio
cteHbl. — Kaxercsi, BHyTpH HUUETro HEeT. TO MPOCTO Pa3BaJIHHBI.

— DTa epKOBb — OTPAKEHUE TOHM, U3 HACTOSIIEr0 MUpa? — CJOBHO He cJbllla ee, crpocuia bertu. —
Hnm xe oHa npoBaiuiachk Cioa KOrjaa-To, yuuia rnoj 3eMJo, Kak MHOTHE 36MJIH 3JIb(PUHCKOTO
KopoJieBcTBa? Miti OHa BO3HHKJIA 3[IECh CaMa, KaKIbId KAMEHb — 3a KaXJI0rO CIUIETEHHOT O, Be/lb B
OCHOBe JII00Or0, Jake cCaMoro MpayHOro MHpa JIEXKHUT PAaBHOBECHE. . .

—- Hukorga Obl He mogymall, uto Thl (pusiocod, — yibiOHyscs: Pybameunuk. — HaBepHoe, TBOH
BOMNPOCHI He MpeAmnoaraioT oTeeToB. M Bee xe... CTapble JereH bl TOBOPSIT O TOM, UTO 3Jb(bl
BJagey 9ToH 3emiieH, a Crapas LlepkoBb Oblia cBoero poja Bpatamu. Torjaa oHa eme Obuia mpocTo
LIEpKOBBIO, KOHEUHO. M oHa ocTaeTcst uMH. [Jaxe ecau Obl 31ech KaMHSI HA KAMHE HE OCTaJIOCh, 9TO
MECTO COXPAHMJIO ObI CBOM CBOMCTBA U CTAJIO HAIIUM CIIACEHHUEM.

— U Ham ocTaeTtcst TOJIBKO. .. — DHH BCTala psiaoM ¢ Mapu, 1 Mapu 3akoHUMIA 32 Hee:

— ...000MTH EpPKOBb IPOTHUBOCOJIOHB !

— Ho kak mbI 0060¥ €M 1IEpKOBb MPOTHB COJIHIIA, €CJIM COJIHIA 3/1eCh HET? — pacTepsuiack betTu.
['mnman nokayvas rojaoBoH.

— Hy uro xe 11, BeTTn boiin? Passe mbl He roBopuu 00 aToMm? [lpencraspb cebe nugepbart, a
IIEpPKOBb — KaK MECTO, K KOTOPOMY KPEMSITCS CTPEJIKH.

— Bpewmst uziet cieBa HampaBo, TAaKOBa €ro CyTh, — MoaxBaTui Pybameunuk. — [TosToMy eciii Mbl
NOWJEM HaJeBO, Mbl PACKPYTHUM BpeMsi 00paTHO. M nosyunm BO3MOKHOCTb BBIOpAThCsl OTCIOA
paHblle, yeM nayThHa TKauuxu NpopBeT Marnyeckui oappep.

— Ero, HaBepHoOe, ele 21b(bl MOCTABUIH, — COLIYpUIach JHH. — XOTea Obl s 3HaTh, KAKUM 9TO
MECTO OBLIO paHbIIE.

— IlpexpacHbiM, — oTBeTHI PyOammeyunuk, 1 riasa ero 3adiectest. — 9To MECTO ObUIO
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IIPEKPACHBIM.

I'unnuan HaxMypHICSL.

— XBarut Jupukd. Ham nopa unaru.

OH nepBbIM IBHHYJICS K 3aBOPAYMBAIONIEH KPYTBIM MTOJIyKPYTOM KaMEHHOH KJIaAKe, Korjaa
Pybameunuk cxBaTui ero 3a pyKy, NpHKHMasiCh IEKOH K Iieuy.

— Hawm Henb3s pasnensitecsi, — npoOopMoTan oH. — BosbMu MeHs 3a pyKy.

I'winnad XMBIKHYJI, HO BO3pakaTb HE CTaJl M KPEIKO CKaJl ero pyKy B cBoeH. PybaieuHuk npoTsHy 1
cBoOoaHy0 pyKy bertu, bertu B3sina 3a pyky Mapu, a DHH 3aMKHYyJ1a npoueccHio. ['wiinan nomesn
BIEpe[l, U OCTAJIbHBIE CTAPAJIMCh UATH 32 HUM CJIe] B cJiefl U He oTcTaBaTbh. OHH IPOABHUI AJIUCD
MEJIEHHO, HACTOPOKEHHO OTJISIABIBASICh IO CTOPOHAM, TOTOBBIE B JIIOOOH MOMEHT OTPa3UTh HOBOE
HalaJeHHe MPUCTICITHUKOB TKauuxu.

LlepkoBb ObL1a orpoMHOM. JlaBHO MHUHYJIM T€ BpEMEHa, KOI'Aa YeJOBEUECKHUH YM H TAJaHT 3aHUMAJIO
CONepHUYECTBO ¢ Borom, 1 TakMx MacCHBHBIX COOPYKEHHUH ceruac yxe He cTposaTt. Ho bertu
BHJEJIa HA KapTUHKAaX, KAKUMH paHblle ObLIM HEPKBH H CKOJIBKO TPYJ1a BKJIAJbIBAIN B UX
CTPOUTENBCTBO. B 9Ty 1IepKOBb MOT PUMTH BECh UX TOPOJAOK, U €11 OCTAIOCh Obl MHOI'O MECTA.
HagepHnoe, Ha 9TO OHa 1 ObUIa paccYUTaHa, XOTs CO CPEIHUX BEKOB TOPOJOK M3PSIIHO pa3poccsl.
OnH UK, ¥ UX CONPOBOXKJaja THIIHHA.

TumyHa oryrymarna, 3acTasJsijla TPEBOKHO B3IParkuBaTh NPH KaXkAOM IIare H pacTepsIHHO
neperJisiapiBaThecsl. He ObLI0 CIbIHO Jaxe COOCTBEHHOTO IbIXaHHSs, TyCcTasl TpaBa CKpalblBaja
3ByKH 1maroB. He Obu10 BeTpa. CJI0BHO MO CrOBOPY, OHH HE MPOU3HOCHJIM HH CJIOBA, M THUILIHMHA
YKPBIBaJIa UX, TOYHO TUIOTHBIM IUIALIOM.

Bosnyx cTaHOBHIICS BS3KHM, IJIOTHBIM, M BCKOPE YK€ KaKAbIH HOBBIM MIar gasajcs ¢ TpyaoM. OHu
3aBEpLIMJIM NEPBBIM KPYT, U Oy THMO MOBESUIO X0JI0A0M. beTTH noexuiace.

I'mnnuran noses HOCOM, HaXMYPHJICS, €LIe pa3 OIJIIAEJICS IO CTOPOHAM M PEIIMTEJIbHO JIBHUHYJICS Ha
BTOpOoH Kpyr. K TumuHe mo6aBHIICS XOJIOIHBIN, TPOHU3BIBAIONINN BeTep, HAJIETEBIINH W3 HUOTKY .
OH Ou B riasa ¥ MOPO3HJI e, Opocas BOJIOCH B JIMIIO, U HE ObUIO BO3MOKHOCTH yOpaTh
MEIIaIHe MPsIOH, TOTOMY UTO HEJIb3s1 ObUIO pacLeIUIsiTh PYK.

Teneps BerTn nonrmMana npegoctopoxHoctd Pybameunnka. Eff Ka3anoch, 4To, OCTaHbCsI OHA 3]1ECh
o/iHa, Oe3 TerIbIX JiaJloHer ApYy3eH, U BeTep HENIPEMEHHO COObET €€ C HOT, 3aMOPO3UT HACMEPTDb U
BBIOPOCHT MpOUb, 00paTHO K Tkaunxe. OHa 3Hasa, UTO THICSTUETJIA3bIA MAYK C COTHSIMU COTEH
NPHUCTIENHUKOB MOXKKUAAeT ee Be3ne. M ceftuac, Koraa jessHoH BeTep Mpodupal ee 10 KOCcTeH,
BIPYT OCO3HAJIA, YTO, Jaxe BHIOPABIIMCH M3 9TOrO MHpa, He cOexuT oT Tkauuxu. Tkauuxa

OCTaHETCs — ThICSTYEH IJ1a3, COTHEH HEBUIMMBIX HUTEH, U OyAET psiiOM B MOMEHTHI C1a0O0CTH,
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nevyasid ¥ otyassHusl. Ot Tkauuxu Henb3st yUTH. C HeH MOKHO TOJIBKO OOPOTHCS: CHIIOH AyXa H
YHOPCTBOM MBICJIH.

BerTu nogHsia rojoBy  yiblOHYIack. UTO TaKoe XOJIOAHBIA BeTep AJisl TOH, UYTO Ipeoaoena
Bonora Tpesoru u Toru? Eii octanock coBcem HemMHOr0. Tem Oosiee, ¢ HEl UAYT OPY3bsi.

Korpaa oHu CTynuiaM Ha TpeTHH KPYT, CTAJIO OUYEHb KapKo.

[ToT nuncst pyubsiMu M 3aMBal riasa, 1 beTTu neitanack yKpaakod BBITEPETD JIUIO O PYyKaB
¢pyTOosKH. BBITIO TECHO M HEYTOOHO, pyKH HAMOKJIH, U JIaJOHb BeTTH ejBa He BBICKOJIb3HYJIA U3
pyku Pybameunnka — ero uenkue nasblbl IEPEeXBaTUIIH €€ B MOCIeIHUH MOMEHT. MapH cuiibHee
BLETIUJIACh B €€ PYKY, [TOKAJEB, UTO Cpa3y He B3sila 3a 3aIsICThE.

JKapa nbITasnach UX pacIulaBUTh, CyXOH BO3OyX 00XHraj Koxy, Ho Bertu ynpsiMo nuia Bnepen.
HHorpa et ka3ayock, 4To, Jaxe €CJIM OHA NIEpPeCTaHeT UATH, | WIJIMaH OJMH BBIBEJET BCIO
npoueccuio. MHorga — uto ona ceivyac ynanet ¥ 0oJiblile He BCTAHET, IOTOMY UTO 3aYeM KyAa-TO
UJTH, ECJIM BECb MHUP BOKPYT MPEBPATHJICS B KAILIIO PACIUIABJIEHHOTO SIHTAPS], & OHA B HEM — TOJIbKO
Mmyxa... Ilepen riazamu MesbKald KpacHbIE BCIIOJOXH.

H korpa TpeTud Kpyr nogomesn K KoHuy, bertu cena npsimo Ha 3eMimo U paspbigaiack. OHa ruiakasia
HaB3pbIJ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, Oe3yAepKHO, 0e3 OCTAaHOBKH, a KOT[a YCIIOKOWJIACh U MOJHSIIA KpacHOe
OT CMYIIEHHS JIMLIO, TO BCTPETHJIACh B3rIsiA0M ¢ ApTtypoM Humom.

— Aptyp HuMm? — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a OHa.

— bertu boin!!! — pagocTHO OTKIMKHYJICS MaJIbUYMK M MOMPABHIJI OUKH, HOPOBUBIIHE YNACTh C
HOCA. — DTO Thl. 3HAUHUT, 51 IPABUJIBHO BBIYHCIIUII MECTO.

Tonbko cettuac betTu 3ameTuna, uto ApTyp HaOMOAAET 32 HUMH C IPYTOH CTOPOHBI MyCTOTO
OKOHHOTO Mpoema. OKHO ObLIO 3aTSIHYTO CBETSIEHCs MPO3pAauHON TUIEHKOM, U TaM, Ha Ipyrox
CTOpPOHE, beTTH BUena CoJHLE U chbllajia rojioca JIoJeH 1 jlal codaK HeMoAaJIeKy.

— Bosspamarics nomoi, betrtu boii, — nossai oH.

Bertu caenana mar Bnepen, U B 9TOT MOMEHT MarMuecKui Oapbep TPECHY I, PyXHYJI, H
MPUCTICIHUKH TKAuUXH nepecekid mponactb. YepHbie TeHH OKpY:KUIH CTapylo IEpKOBb,
cepeOpsiHbIe HUTH MOTSIHYJIMCh CXBATUTh OersenoB, Ho ['winran u Py0OameyHuk ycnenau nepBbiMU:
CIIUHA K CMHHE, BOOPY:KEHHbIE TOMOPOM M KYCKOM 3epKaJjia, OHU pa3pyOHJId HUTH Ha MOJJIeTe.

— Ckopee, 3a MHOM! — KpUKHYJIa BeTTH U HpIpHYJIa B cepeOpsimuiics npoem. — M mobsicTpee!

A TOTOM Ha BCSIKHH cilyuaid noOaBuia:

— Hnu croga, DHH!

OHH pUHYJIaCh B CBETSIIIEECS OKHO CJIEOM 32 HEM U MPOKpHYaIa yKe Ha XOIy:

— Mbspu! Moapu!
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— PyGameunuk! — kpukHy1a MapH 1 OTsIHY A €ro 3a pyKas, MPbITasi B CEPeOPUCTHIH OMYT.

— Iunnuan, — THX0 no3Ban PyGameyHuk, poHsisi 3epKajo B TPaBy.

Eme ogna cepeOpsiHasi HUTh Ha H3JIETE Jieryia K UX Horam. PybOammeuyHnuk B3si1 ero 3a pyky,
CBOOOMHYIO OT TOMOPA, U OHH BMECTe OPOCHUIIUCH B OKOHHBIM MPOEM, U I'pajl CTPeJ, BbIITyIIeHHbIH
OXOTHHKAaMH HM BCJICd, JIMIIb Uy AOM HE HACTHUI HX.

CaeTsmumics MpoeM Morac, HaBcerja otpesast MUp TeHeH OT BceX OCTaJlbHbIX MHUPOB.

Onuior

— Hobpoe yTpo, bertu boin, — Aptyp Hum cTosin Ha mopore ee ocoOHsIKa.

Ha ctekiiax ero oukoB 0JIMKOBaJIO COJIHLE, U OH UEPe3 KaXble HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CHUMAJ UX U
NPHUHUMAJICS] IPOTHPATh CIIELHAIbHON TPSIIIOYKOH, OyATO HAaAEsICh, YTO OT €ro JEHCTBUH COJIHLE
MEPECTAHET XYJIUTaHUTb.

— Ho6po ytpo, Aptyp Hum! — BeTTH BoIrjisiHy1a 32 1BEPH U MIPUBETIIMBO €MY YJIBIOHYIaCh. —
[TomoxH, 51 TOJBKO OJEHYCh.

U HpipHya 0O6paTHO B AOM.

— berTh, kyna Te1? — Mama beTtr npoxoausia uepe3 orpoMHYI0 TOCTHHYIO C O0JIbIIONH KOPOOKOH B
pyKax: oHa coOupajach Ha 071aroTBOPUTESIbHBIN Beuep.

— B napk, mama. Bmecte ¢ apysbsimu. Ml XOTHM MOKOPMHTH Jiebener.

Mama HaxMypHJIach.

— Tebe Bep U3BECTHO, UTO JieOeIeH HeJlb3si KOPMHUTD XJ1e00M?

— Koneuno, mama! Aptyp Hum 3Haet Bce o nebensix!

— Aptyp Hum? Tl ¢ HUM noiaenis?

— Jla, OH yiKe KJEeT MEHsI.

— A TBl HaBEpHSIKA CHOBA JEPXKHILb €T0 Ha opore? — mMama rnocMotpesia Ha beTtu u HeoxunaHHo
ckazaina: — [louemy Obl TeOe HEe HaUaTh MPUIJIAMIATh €rO B AOM?

BerTtun npocwusina.

— OO0s13aTeNbHO HAUHY TIPUTJIaliaTh, MaMOUKa!

Ona KHHYJIach K MaMe Ha IIel0 U Kpernko ee oOHsuia. Tol NpHIiocs cCHavyana MPUCTPOUTh KOPOOKY
Ha OJIMKaHIIYI0 MOBEPXHOCTh, UTOOBI OOHSITH 10U B OTBET. [I0TOM KOPOTKO MoleioBaia ee B
MaKyIIKY ¥ yAaJIuIach ¢ KOpOOKOH BBEPX MO JIECTHHULIE.

bertu nocnemmna HageTh Ty(M U BBICKOUMJIA 32 IBEPb.

ITocne BO3BpaAIlll€HUS U3 MHpa Tenett oHa CHIIBHO H3MEHHJIACh. BHYTPI/I OHa CTaJila CHJIbHEEC, xpa6pee
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Y TOpa3go yBEpeHHeH B cebe, uem paHbpiie. DTO HE MOTJIO HE OTPA3HUThCSI Ha ee BHEMMHOCTH. Ee
MpesKHee KeJJaHWe OJIEBAThCs TaK, YTOOBI BbIPAXKATh 9TUM MPOTECT Nepe] POAUTEIISIMU U ObITh
KPYTOM IJisl POBECHHKOB, TeMepb Ka3aaoch el OueHb riaynbiM. OHa CHOBAa HOCHIIA TJIAThsI U
OTpaIUBaJia BOJIOCHI, YeM Oe3MepHO paoBajia CBOIO MaTh, BCE Ualle JIOBUJIA Ha cebe
3aUHTEPECOBAHHBIE B3TJIsIIbl OTHOKJIACCHUKOB (M 0coOeHHO - ApTypa Huma!) u Gosbiue He panach
HouamH B KJy0 “Hocdepary”. Ona octaBanack caMoil coOO#H B JiI0OOM ofexie, B TIOOOM MeCTe U B
moOOM CUTYyallMH, U 9Ta HOBasi beTTn HpaBuiach BceM BOKpyr. M Gosible Bcero oHa HpaBujiach cama
cebe.

C ee nyraiomux NpUKJIIOYEHHH MTPOILIEI yKe LEeJbIH IoJl, U CETOIHsI OHU BCE COOpAJMCh MPOBEAATD
pasBanuHbl Ctapoi LlepkBH Mo 9Ty CTOPOHY MMPOB H YCTPOHUTb XOPOIIMH MUKHUK. Benp naxe eciau
BbI )KUBETE B MAJIEHBKOM T'OPOJIE, OUEHb CJIOKHO BUIETHCS Yallle, UEM Mapy pa3 B MECSILI.

—- Hy uro, kyaa cHauana? — cnopocun Aptyp Hum, 3ab6upast y BeTTH KOp3uHKY ¢ CO9HIBUYAMH H
ra3HPOBKOH.

— Koneuno, B “@apdoposbie LiBeTbl”! — pemuTenbHo cka3aia bertu. — DTo 6imke U no fopore.
A notoMm 3ainem B ['anepero.

Onu nocnemw M BHU3 1o yiauue Beicoknx OcuH, rie B caMOM KOHIE pacnoJiaraics
(pnopucTuUeckuil cayoH, BiaaeabaMu Kotoporo osutd Mapu u Dun @naysp. HecmoTps Ha 10, uTO
caJioHy ObLJIO MEHbIIIE TO/1a U OH BO3HUK OYKBAJIBHO M3 HUOTKY[A, OH CTPEMHUTEIbHO Habupa
HOMYJISIPHOCTD B TOPOAE, U HE B MOCJIEIHIO ouepenp Oyaroaaps nokpouteabcTBy Chio3an boii.
Korga ony muim MMMO BUTPHHBI KHHKHOTO MarasuHa, Aptyp Hum Bopyr octaHoBHIICS.

— Cmotpu, Bertn! 310 passe He KHUra JHH?

— Touno! HaBepHoe, H3naTey pelinig BoITYCTHTb €e B HOBOM cepuH, BUIuIb? “Ilenpeccust — pak
nyun”. Hago cka3atb Mapu-DHH, HaBepHOe, OHM Oy1yT JOBOJIbHBL. TeM Oosiee, uto Mapu oty
KHUT'Y HE YUTaIa.

— A TbI cama ynTana?

— Vyyy, MHe ele paHo YHTaTh TAaKHE Cepbe3Hble KHUKKH, — paccMesiiach beTTu u noaMurHyJjia
eMy. — MHe NoKa CBOUX MPUKJIIOUEHUH XBaTaerT.

U B3sina ero 3a pyky.

Tax, He pa3mbIKasi pyK, OHH CITyCTHJINCh BHU3 IO YJIMLIE U 3allJIH B CTEKJISIHHbIE IBEPH. 3a3BEHE
KOJIOKOJIBUHK, U HABCTPEUY UM, CJOBHO U3 o01aka Oesbix po3, mognsiiack Mapu. B O6enom niatee u
C aKKypaTHbIMH KOCAMH OHa CHOBa ObLIa Moxoxka Ha ¢hapdopoByio KYKOJIKY. A OecKoHeuHoe
MHOECTBO [IBETOB, PACCTABJIEHHbIX MOBCIOY HA MPOAAXKY U AJISI KPACOTHI, TOJIBKO MOIYEPKHUBAIH

9TO CXOIOCTBO.
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— OHH, uau cioga! Onu npumm!

— 4l 3akaHuUMBalO MOJIUBATH LIBETHI, — MPOBOPYAJIA DHH, MOSIBJISISICh B IBEPSIX C PO30BOM JIEHKOM B
pyKax.

Ee BoJsiockl ObUTH YOpaHbI B TYTOM MyUOK, & TEMHOE TUIaThe MPUKPBITO MepeIHHUKOM. Tenepp ux ¢
Mbopu sierko O6bUI0 IPUHSTD 32 CECTepP, HO 3a OJIU3HSIIEK — YK€ HEBO3MOKHO. DHH OTJaja CIUIIKOM
MHOT'O pajii UX crnaceHusi B bonorax u 3Hana 00 9TOM, HO 3HaJIa OHA M O TOM, KaK C 9THM KHUTb.

— [MomoxauTte, s1 XOTs ObI Bce 3aKPOI0, — CMSTUHJIACH OHA MPH BUAE CUsIOIMX Jul bettn
Aptypa Huma

OHH B caMOM Jiesie yOpasia JIeHKy U 1ocTasla CBS3KY KJ0YeH, KOTOPBIMH 3allipajia BCe JBEPH B
CaJioHe, CHsIJIa MEePeJHUK M paciyCTHIIa BOJIOCHI, TO3BOJIUB UM JiekKaTh Ha Ijleuax CBOOOAHOH
BOJIHOM. M9pH TeM BpeMeHEM B3sila IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE 3apaHee MUPOKHbIE U YAHHHUK C YallKaMH,
nepenana JHH el 1 obepHyach k bertu:

— Teneps B ['anepero?

— Koneuno!

I"anepest Beicokux MckyccTB cTOsIIa HAa NOJITYTH MeX Ay 1oMOM beTth u LleHTpanbHbIM MapKoM.
Jlpy3bsi BOILIK B U3SIIHBIE PE3HBIE BOPOTA, MOIHSUIUCH MO IMHPOKUM CTYTIEHSIM, BEIyIIUM KO BXOJy
B ['anepero, HO MPOLLITM MUMO OBEper IJisl MOCeTHTEeH, 3aiasi ¢ OOKOBOro BXoJ1a B KaOUHET
CMOTpHTEJISI My3esl.

Py6Gameunuk cunen B Kpecie, 3aKUHYB JIJIMHHbIE HOTH Ha CTYJI, K BHUMATEJbHO AeJiall IOMETKH B
TOJICTOH KHHTE.

— IlpuBet! — 3akpuuana bertu c mopora. — Mpbl NPHILIH yKPacTb T€OS U TBOIO CIIy: KOy OXpaHbI!
— Torga cienanTe 9TO MOCKOpee, pa3dUpaThCsl CO BCEMH 9THMH TEKCTaMH Y MEHs POCTO HeT cui!
Py6ameunnk BCKOUMII Ha HOTH U JOBOJIBHO MOTsIHYJICSI. OH JTyKaBWJI: CHJIBL y HEero 0butd, U Maoro. C
TeX MOp, KaK OH TOXKE CTaJl KUTEJIEM 3TOr0 MAJICHbKOI'O TOPOJa U MOJTYUYHJ JOJIKHOCTh CMOTPUTEJIS
INanepen HUckyccTB, OH He mepecTaBall ONIyIaTh Ce0sl KUBBIM.

Tabsnuka y HEro Ha rpyau Tyiacuia, uyto ero 3o0ByT “Mopran Hoy”. UMs npugyman ['miutHan, TOYHO
XOTeJI XOTb KaK-TO KOMIIEHCHPOBATh TO, UTO HEBOJIbHO MOXUTHJI HACTOsIIee uMs PyOaimeunuka.
Cam I'mnmaHn ycTpouiics 31eCh K€ OXPAaHHUKOM, U KOJMUECTBO IIKOJbHBIX 9KCKYPCHH U
CaMOCTOSITEJIbHBIX TTOXOJOB B My3€H YBEJIMUHIIOCh BABOE: KaKIOMY XOTEJIOCh IOCMOTPETh Ha
MOTYYero OXpaHHHKa, OJUTEJIbHO CJIeASIIEro 3a MOPSIAKOM B 3aJie — W 32 CBOUM HauaJIbCTBOM,
KOTOPOE C rOJIOBOH YXOIUJIO B paboTy U 3a0biBasio 000 BCEM Ha CBETe.

— ¥V MeHst Beib HUKOT' A He ObLJI0 HOPMaJIbHOH paOoTBhI, s1 ObUT IUPKAUOM, — CKa3all Kak-ToO

Pybameunuk. — A tenepb MHe Bce uHTepecHO. M HpaBuTCs oueHb. M nckyccetBo... MckyccTBO —
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9T0 BakHO. OUeHb BaKHO.

Ipy3bsi ero noaaepxai.

— HaBHo xaete? — crpocu I'WinaH, moaxosi ¢ ApYrod CTOPOHbL. — A s XOIHJI 3 SI0JIOKaMH.
l'op mpomen, st Bce HUKaK He HaeMcsl: TOCTOSIHHO Xouy (ppyKToB. Kak OyATO KenyIoK He MOKET
MOBEPUTD, UTO 9TO HACTOSIMIAS e]1a.

Pybameunuk nannyJs s610K0 U3 akeTa U BIOMJICS B HEro 3y0amu.

— Camoe HacTosiee s10J10K0, MOXkellb MHE TTOBepUTh. I ouenb BKycHoe!

— Oi! Henb3s ecTb 10 NMUKHUKA! — BOo3MyTHIIach beTTu.

— Torpa nonagemre ckopee, — ckasayn Aptyp Hum u nmonpaBui ouku. — S TOke royioJeH.

B nentpasbHOM napke ObUIO IIYMHO H JIIOOHO. IeTH Urpajy B Msi4, COOAKH TOHSUIUCD 3a HTPYIIKAMH,
B3pOCJIBIE MTPOTYJIMBAIMCH MO AOPOKKAM HJIM HAOII0AIH 32 IPOUCXOSIIHNM, CHIS HA CKaMeHKax.
Ha mecTtepspix apy3edt HUKTO He 0OpaTHJI BHUMaHHUS, U OHH CIIOKOMHO yAQJIMJIMCh B JAJIBHIOI YacTb
napka, Kotopas 00Jblle yxe HaroMuHaja Jiec. Aptyp HuM Bes MX M3BHIMCTOM TPONOH U
BCIIOMHUHAJI, KaK Torja me, 4toosl HaiuTu Crapyio LlepkoBs.

— MHe Torja nokasajuoch, CJIOBHO 9TO 51 B APYTOH MUP NoMaJl, — CKa3aj MaJbuuK, MONPaBIIsis
OuKH. — TaM ObLJIO Tak THXO H MyCTO, COBCEM HE KaK B OCHOBHOM YacTH napka. bbuio xkxyTkoBaro,
M03TOMY $1 XOAMJI H 3Bajl beTTH: cHauana THX0, 3aTeM B NOJIHBIA rosioc. Bece BcmoMuHan crapsie
CKAa3KH M JIETEHIbl U TyMaJl, KaK MHE BBITALIUTD BaC OTTYAA. XOPOLIO, YTO MPOLLIbIM JIETOM MHE
NOJapHJIH OOJIbIIYI0 KHHTY cKas3ok! Sl Hames To caMoe OKHO M METOOM HCKJIIOUEHHS] U HAyYHOT O
MIOUCKA TMOHSUI, YTO OHO MOKET ObITh OJJHUM-€JUHCTBEHHbIM. K cTas xxgaTh — M 3BaTh. A OTOM
OKHO 3aCBETHJIOCH H OTTY[a BbIBAJIMJIUCD BBI.

— Kaxk xe s Torga ucnyraicsi, — 3acmesijicsi PyOameunuk. — Jlaxxe roBOpUTb HE MOT IIEPBbIE THH.
— A s cHauaJla He BEpWJIa, YTO Y HAC BCE MOJIyYHJIOCh, — MOAXBaTHIa Mapu.

— $1 nepexuBaiia, 4YTO Mbl 3[4€Ch HE BBIKMBEM M HAM Heuero OyeT ecTb, — XMbIKHYJIa DHH.

— A s Bce eme OblI B azapTe 0051, U XOPOLIO, YTO BHIPOHHJI TOMOP Nepes MPbIKKOM! —
npUcoeIuHUICS [ WinaH.

— Ho Bce paBHO 3aMaxHyJICsl HA MEHSI! — BOCKJIMKHYJI APTyp. — DT0 ObJIO CTPAIIHO, 3HACIIb JIH!
— Kaxk Bce-Taku 300poB0, UuTO TBOSI IsiAs1 Busum Toraa 6pu1 B ropoe v NOMOT HaM, — B3[OXHYJIa
Bertu. — [Jo cux nop nopaxaiocb, 4To OH HaM noBepuil. OOBIUHO B3pOCJIbIE HE CJIBIMIAT JETEH.

— Jlesno B Tom, 4TO MOS1 AsiAsl Busi cam peOeHOK, TOJbKO BBIPOC BBICOKMM — TaK MaMa I'OBOPHT,
— nosiciua Aptyp Hum. — IlosTomMy oH ¥ noapy:xuicst ¢ Hamu. Ecim 6bl eMy He IpHIIOCh

yeXaThb, [103BaJIM Obl €ro ¢ COOOH.
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— Hwuuero, on ke eme npuenet Te0st HaBecTUTh? BOT U yCTpOMM MUPIIECTBO B €r0 UECTh. ITO BEOb
OH TIOMOT HaM U C JOKYMEHTaMH, U C pabOTOH. ..

— TBol gansi, ApTyp, COBCEM He peOeHOK, — TMoKauaja rojjoBod JHH. — OH — XOpOLIHUH UeJIOBEK.
3a pasroBopamu OHU Jouutd A0 pasBaivH Crapoi LlepkBu. Bokpyr Hee ObLJIO MyCTBIHHO U
6e3mogHo. Bo3myx ObLT X0JI01HEe, ueM B Apyrux vactsx LleHTpanbHOro napka, rjae sipko CBETHJIO
cosHne. EnBa 3amMeTHast AbIMKA TyMaHa YKpbIBajia cTapble KaMHH, U LlepKoBb Ka3aiach yKyTaHHOH B
TOHYAHNIIYIO BYaJIb.

— JlaBaiiTe MOCMOTPUM Ha Hee u3fasieka? — rnpeanoxuna Mapu. — He xouy ciyuaiiHo 060HTH ee
MIPOTHUBOCOJIOHb U MPOBAJIUTHCSI OOPATHO.

— Jla yK, ’KMBOMHUCHOE MECTEUKO, — Moekuics Pybameunuk. — $ Kak-To OTBBIK OT Takoro, B
LHEHTPE ropoja BCe-TaKW MHOTO COJIHLIA.

bertu npomosuana. OHa cMOTpesia Briepel, Ha U3beIeHHbIE BPEMEHEM KaMHH, U €H Ka3aJloCh, UTO
OTTYJA, U3 YEPHBIX MPOBAJIOB OKOH, KTO-TO CMOTPHUT Ha Hee B OTBET. CMOTPUT U KAET, UTO OHA
Oyner nenaTh AaJiblie.

Tkaunxa Bcerga Oynet Habmomats U3 TeHer, HanomuuIa cebe bertn. Ona nmosciogy. OT Hee He
yKpbITbCsi. OHA OyIeT 31ech JHEM U HOUbIO, B COJIHIIE U B HOXab. OHa OyneT xaaTh — Korjaa bettu
CHOBa CAACTCsl. A 3HAUUT, HAJO ObITh HAUEKY M HUKOTJa OOJIbIlle HE CIaBaThCsl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 9TO
CTosIIee JIeJIo.

Ha mur menbkHy1a B Bo3yxe cepeOpsiHast HUTh. BeTTH B3aporaysia, MOpPruyJia, ¥ BUIEHHE UCUE3JIO.
B Crapoti LlepkBu cHOBa He ObLJI0 HUYETO MPU3PAYHOT0 U KYTKOT0, IPOCTO CTApble PYHHBI.

Jpy3bsi IOCTOSUTM HA KPalo MOJISIHBL, PasrJisiAblBasl IPEBHUE PYHHBI, IOTOM NEPETJISIHYJIUCH H,
MOJIXBATHB KOP3WHKH H TUIE[, MONUIH 00paTHO. 3201y JUTHCSI OHU HE OOSUTHUCH: TYJI JTIOACKHUX TOJIOCOB
U J1ak co0aK ObUT 1Sl HUX JIyULIUM MasikOM.

Korna onu Beium Ha riaaBHyio auieto LleHTpanibHOro napka, MUMO IpOMYaiach TOJMA JETEH.

— Bbi kyaa tak criemuTe? — noiMaina bettr 0co6o pe3Boro MajgburKa, MOMbITABIIErOCsl COUTD ee C
HOT.

— lupk npuexan! — ckazan MaJIbuMK U oOEKas AaJblie.

Ha nonmyTu octaHOBHIICS, pa3BepHYJICS U MoKa3an beTTu pykamu 60JbInoi matep.

— Bor tako#t nupk! llanuto! — u yOGexas JOroHsITh CBOUX.

Py6ameunuk ¢ 3a1yMunuBbIM BUJIOM CMOTPEJ UM BCJIE].

Mexnay nepeBbsIMH U B CAMOM JIeJie BUAHEJIUCh PA3HOLBETHBIE IATPBI H, TPUCIYIIABIIHCH, MOXKHO
ObLIO YJIOBUTH OONIpble MYy3bIKaJIbHBIE MOTHBBI. SIpKHE KpacKH, MeJIbKaBIIHE MEKAY JePEBbEB,

MaHWIM K cebe, o0elasi TalHy, Mardio U npukmodenus. M, HaBepHOe, KaHATOXOIIbI TaM TOKe
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OynyT...

berTtu KocHynace pyku Pybameunuka.

— Xouemb? MoKeT, TaM HaHOETCS KTO-TO, KTO 3HAJ TeOs1?

Pybameunuk 3akycui ry0y, CJIOBHO Cpaxasich C YUeM-TO BHYTpHU cebsi, MOTOM MOCBETJIEN JIMIIOM,
YJIBIOHYJICSI IIUPOKO M TBEPJIO CKAa3a:

— Her. He xouy.

Aptyp Hum nocMoTpen Ha HUX W MOMPABUI OUKH.

— B Takom ciyuae, — cKaszas oH, — s IpeJiaraio ABUraTbCsi IpsiMo. Sl 3Hal0 OTJIHYHYIO MOJISHY.
Tam MBI pa3iokuM IJIe ] U yCTPOUM, HAKOHE, MTUKHHUK.

[Torom on noBepHyJicst kK beTTH, nokasan Ha Hee MajblEeM U C OUEHb CEPbE3HBIM BUJIOM MPOU3HEC:
— B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, y HAc CeroHsi oueHb BaxHbld noBoJ. C queMm poxnenus, bertu born!

A Py0Gameunuk no6aBui:

— U Bcex Hac Toxe — ¢ IHEM Hayajla HOBOH KH3HH.

BeTTu rpoMKo M cuacTIMBO paccMeslach M MOCTaBUIa KOP3HHKY Ha 3emuto. EH 3axorenoch Bapyr
KaK MOXHO KperJe OOHSITh BCEX CBOUX Apy3eH cpady. UTo oHa M chenana, Hemedisi 00Jblie HA

MHHYTBHI.

Komnen.
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